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WINTER/SPRING PROGRAMME 
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Walks in this programme include: 
Four Mendip Ring circular walks:  3 December, 7 & 18 January and 4 February  
Five leaders walk: join Bob and his fellow leaders on 25 March 
Three cup of tea walks, led by Mary D, Trevor and Val (December, February, March) 
The New Year’s walk, a traditional, led by Janet 
Two interesting walks with tunnel vision: 17 December and 8 February, leader Mike  
 

 
COMMITTEE NEWS 

 

We need walk leaders! 
We desperately need walk leaders. Without them we would not have any walks. 
If you have never led a walk before but would like to try, you don’t have to feel lost. 
There is help in the group. People who are experienced in leading walks and reading maps, 
who will help you out until you have the confidence to lead walks alone. 
There is also help elsewhere. 
Map reading?    
On our web site www.mendipramblers.co.uk you can find a lot of information about this 
interesting subject. Go to Links, then Map Reading Resources and Map Reading.  
Where to walk?  
You can download a walk from our walking festivals website www.mendipfestivals.org.uk. 
Here you will find written instructions from all our past festivals.  
Come on, join the group of walk leaders!       

 
 

 
CHRISTMAS WALK AND LUNCH 

Thursday 21 December 2017 
Orchardleigh Golf Club  BA11 2PH 

Carvery, choice of dessert and tea or coffee @ £15.00 
 
Carvery: turkey OR beef OR goat’s cheese Wellington with all the trimmings (including 
vegetarian gravy) 
To book your meal, please contact Paula on 01458 860751 or paularuddock@btinternet.com 
before Monday 18 December.  
If possible, please pay by bank transfer:  Mendip Ramblers,  sort code 60-83-01,             
acc.no. 20118105.  Reference: Xmas Lunch 17. 
If paying by cheque, please send to Tony Dyson, Red Roofs, Stratton Road, Holcombe,  
BA3 5ED 
You will also find the menu on the website.       Details of the walk are on the walk pages 
 

 
 
 
(photo front page: Jane D, photo back page: Peter G) 
 

 

http://www.mendipramblers.co.uk/
http://www.mendipfestivals.org.uk/
mailto:paularuddock@btinternet.com
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Monday 5 February 2018: Please submit walks for the next programme 
 

 
AREA AGM – 17 February 2018 

The Area AGM will be held at Holford Village Hall, TA5 1SD on Saturday 17 February 2018. 
The Hall will be open at 9.30am for drinks and biscuits before the walk starts at 10.00am. 
Bring packed lunch but drinks and cakes will be available from 12.30pm onwards.  
AGM to commence at 2.00pm. Speaker will be Dan Barnett from Exmoor National Park. 

 
 

WALKS 

 
Spring 2018  -  4 Day walking holiday Torquay 
A group of 50 walkers will be travelling to a hotel near Torquay from  
19 – 23rd March 2018 to share walks in the beautiful Devon countryside. 
Bookings are now closed, but you can email Mo or Nancy if you would like to go on our 
waiting list.  mobennett@mendipramblers.co.uk   nancym@mendipramblers.co.uk 
 
 

Thursday 20th September - Thursday 27th September 2018  
Brittany (Self Booking) 
7 days walking in France. 
Yet again, we shall be stopping at ‘Camping Le Frêche à l’Âne’ at Pléboulle in Brittany. 
http://www.camping-frechealane.com/index_uk.php 
This has camping as well as mobile homes for rent. 
Pléboulle is about 3 hours drive from Cherbourg (ferry from either Portsmouth or Poole), and 
1 hour from St Malo (ferry from Plymouth, Poole, Portsmouth or Weymouth. 
The site has panoramic views of the valley and surrounding countryside, and is about 1km 
from the sea. 
Please tell us if you have an interest in attending so that we can judge demand. 
Tony & Jane Dyson   01761 232715   td@redroofs.force9.net 
 

 
Area holiday 2018 -  Friday 5 to Monday 8 October 2018 
The Area Holiday 2018 will be held at The Cliff Hotel & Spa in Gwbert, Cardigan, on the 
weekend of Friday 5th to Monday 8th October 2018. 
The hotel is located on the coastline, with panoramic views over Cardigan Bay, and the 
Pembrokeshire coast.  
Included in the extensive grounds of the hotel, is a 9 hole golf course, and a footpath which 
leads to the beach, whilst the hotel has a spa and a small gym.  
We hope to provide the usual format of 3 walks per day on all of the four days. 
For information or to reserve a place on the holiday, please email Peggy at 
pm.fortunati@seabreeze2.plus.com or telephone Rod or Peggy on 01278 783270. 
You can find the hotel at www.cliffhotel.com. 
We are looking forward to seeing both familiar and new faces in 2018. 
The Organising Team 
 

mailto:mobennett@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:nancym@mendipramblers.co.uk
http://www.camping-frechealane.com/index_uk.php
mailto:td@redroofs.force9.net
mailto:pm.fortunati@seabreeze2.plus.com
http://www.cliffhotel.com/
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Ramblers Festival of Winter Walks: From 23 December 2017 to 7 January 2018 

 
 
MENDIP RAMBLERS EXTRA WALKS 
 
Thursday:  West Mendip Walkers.  Every Thursday Tony Strange arranges walks for this sub 
group of Mendip Ramblers. Details are on the website. 

Sunday:  Frome Rights of Way.  Every second Sunday of the month there is an afternoon 
walk. Members of Mendip Ramblers walk with this group. Frome Rights of Way is not affiliated 
to the Ramblers. Contact Mike Plaskitt on 01373 472101 or Les Stather on 07768 556735. 

 
 
If you know … 
… what your grid reference is, but not the postcode (or vice versa), go to our website, put 
your pointer at “Links” and take the 3rd choice from the top: “Map Reading Resources”. At the 
top of the menu that opens up you will see “Find a Postcode/Grid Ref”.  
Click on it, a screen opens up in which you can enter either coordinate, and the answers will 
be there for you.  
 
 

Code of conduct for dog owners 
1. Please consider other walkers at all times and ensure that their enjoyment                       
of the walk is not affected in any way by your dog. 
2. Dogs must be kept under close control when there is livestock about. 
3. It is recommended that dogs are kept on a lead when walking on a highway                  
with vehicular access. 
4. If any walker feels a dog is not under proper control, they should speak to the leader. 
5. Follow any directions given by the leader or the back marker.  
 
 

 

If you do not want or do not need a printed programme, please contact 
Les on les@mendipramblers.co.uk 
 

 

 
Sunday 25 March 2018 02:00  clocks are forward 1 hour 

 
 
 

When you walk a tightrope, you don't want to be eating 
buttered popcorn.   Anthony T. Hincks 

 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/10315367.Anthony_T_Hincks
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COMMITTEE  2017: 
 
Mike Plaskitt  mike@mendipramblers.co.uk  01373 472101 
Secretary:  
Janet Morland                       janet@mendipramblers.co.uk  01458 835238 
Web Master: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
Assisted by Tony Dyson) 
Treasurer: 
Tony Dyson  tonyd@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715 
Footpath Officer East: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
Footpath Officer West: 
Brian Underwood  brian@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 672457 
Membership Secretary: 
Mary Davis  maryd@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 342285 
Press Secretary/Publicity Officer: 
Elaine Dadley  elained@mendipramblers.co.uk 01275 461017 
Social Committee: 
Mary and Jane jane@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715  
Area Committee Rep: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
Programme Co-ordinator: 
Peggy Fortunati  peggy@mendipramblers.co.uk  01278 783270 
Committee Members: 
Jane Dyson  jane@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715 
Martyn Hart   martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk 01761 471891 
Nancy Moynihan  nancym@mendipramblers.co.uk 01749 672996 
Mo Bennett  mobennett@mendipramblers.co.uk 07387 088151 
Catherine Fitzgerald  catherine@mendipramblers.co.uk 07879 821977 
Colin Glibbery       colin@mendipramblers.co.uk   01749 678853  
                              
 

   Thank you for your walks in this programme!     

 
 

Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Sun 03/12/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

 

Moderate. East Woodlands, Chesterblade, Lye's Green 

(Mendip Ring) 

Meet: East Woodlands Church  

BA11 5LQ, ST790441 

Distance: 10mi/16.1km 

Bob & 

Rosemary 

01749 346023 

 
 

mailto:mike@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:janet@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:tonyd@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:brian@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:maryd@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:elained@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:jane@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:peggy@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:jane@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:nancym@mendipramblers.co.u
mailto:mobennett@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:catherine@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:colin@mendipramblers.co.uk
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Mon 04/12/2017 

Time: 13:00  

EX142 

Easy. Cup of tea walk Oakhill with tea/coffee and mince 

pies in Oakhill Inn 

Meet: Oakhill Village Hall  

BA3 5AN, ST633475 

Distance: 3.5mi/5.6km 

Trevor & Val  L  

01761 232311  

07976 629342 

Thu 07/12/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Around Wellow and Stony Littleton 

Meet: Wellow Old Station  

BA2 8QB, ST738581 

Distance: 6.2mi/10km 

Margaret P 

01761 232042 

07910 873853 

Sun 10/12/2017 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFERED.  Please  check the website for updates 

Thu 14/12/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX143 

Moderate. Heytesbury, Wylye Valley and Boyton 

Meet: West end of Heytesbury near Mantle Street  

BA12 0HW, ST928426 

Distance: 7.5mi/12.1km 

Mike P  

01373 472101  

07711 090656 

Sun 17/12/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX155 

Moderate. Odd Down, Combe Down Tunnels, Perrymead, 

Combe Down 

Meet: Bath, Odd Down Park & Ride  

BA2 2SL, ST733615 

Distance: 12mi/19.3km 

Mike P 

01373 472101  

07711 090656 

Thu 21/12/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Christmas lunch walk: Orchardleigh and 

Buckland Dinham 

Meet: Orchardleigh Golf Club. Drive through the gates 

and follow the estate road around past the house, to the 

club house.  BA11 2PB, ST764500 

Distance: 5mi/8km 

Tony P 

01749 342285  

07752 689629 

Sun 24/12/2017 CHRISTMAS EVE 

Thu 28/12/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Festival of Winter Walks: Nunney, Whatley, 

Great Elm, Bedlam 

Meet/park: Nunney Quarry car park, Castle Hill 

BA11 4N, ST735457 

Distance: 7mi/11.2km 

Kevin 

01749 672996 

07816 842127 

Sun 31/12/2017 NEW YEAR’S EVE 

Mon 01/01/2018 

Time: 11:00 

EX141 

Moderate. Festival of Winter Walks: New Year's Day walk 

from Glastonbury  

Meet: Centre of Bretenoux Road  

BA6 8DY, ST503381 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km 

Janet  

01458 835238  

07706 181609 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 04/01/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX142/143 

Moderate. Festival of Winter Walks: Heaven's Gate, 

Horningsham, Shear Water  

Meet: Nockatt Coppice car park  

BA12 7LG, ST828422 

Distance: 7mi/11.3km 

Les  

07768 556735 

Sun 07/01/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Festival of Winter Walks: Farleigh Hungerford, 

Rode, Tellisford (Mendip Ring) 

Meet/start from Farleigh Castle School. Park on road 

outside school .  BA2 7RW, ST800569 

Distance: 10mi/16.1km 

Bob & 

Rosemary 

01749 346023 

Thu 11/01/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate. Wookey, Easton, Knowle Hill  

Meet: Henton Village Hall upper car park  

BA5 1PD, ST496454 

Distance: 5.2mi/8.4km 

Peter G 

07974 925484 

Sun 14/01/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Strenuous. Rodney Stoke, Batcombe Hollow, Cheddar 

Head (Mendip Ring) 

Meet: Rodney Stoke. Park considerately by side of the 

road near Church,   BS27 3UN, ST482498 

Distance: 9.5mi/15.3km 

Gus  

01749 840349  

07840 926769 

Thu 18/01/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Stoke St Michael and Leigh-on-Mendip 

Meet: Stoke St Michael, Frog Lane car park  

BA3 5JL, ST660471 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km 

Gus  

01749 840349  

07840 926769 

Sun 21/01/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Radstock and Hemington  

Meet: Radstock, Mill Road 

BA3 3PB, ST694549 

Distance: 11mi/17.7km 

Bryn 

07709 282394 

Thu 25/01/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Pub walk from The Highwayman Inn, 

Cannard's Grave Road 

Meet: Highwayman Inn, Cannard's Grave Road, Shepton 

Mallet,  BA4 4LY, ST626419 

Distance: 5.5mi/8.9km 

Tony P  

01749 342285  

07752 689629 

Sun 28/01/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Midsomer Norton, Clapton, Hallatrow, High 

Littleton, Paulton  

Meet: Midsomer Norton, South Road car park 

BA3 2EZ, ST665541 

Distance: 11mi/17.7km 

Claris 

07811 242061 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 01/02/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Mells, Chantry,  East Mendip Way, Great Elm 

Meet: Mells, near Talbot Inn  

BA11 3PW, ST727492 

Distance: 6.6mi/10.6km 

Mo 

07387 088151 

Sun 04/02/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Faulkland, Foxcote, Kilmersdon (Mendip Ring) 

Meet: Faulkland village, park along road  

BA3 5UY, ST738545 

Distance: 10mi/16.1km 

Bob & 

Rosemary 

01749 346023 

Mon 05/02/2018 

Time: 13:30 

 

Leisurely. Cup of tea walk Wookey  

Meet: Wookey, Church Road  

BA5 1JW, ST519458 

Distance: 3mi/4.8km 

Mary D 

01749 342285  

07951 467453 

Mon 05/02/2018 PLEASE  SUBMIT  WALKS FOR THE NEXT PROGRAMME 

Thu 08/02/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX155 

Moderate. Combe Down tunnels, Bath  

Meet: Bath, Odd Down Park & Ride  

BA2 2SL, ST733615 

Distance: 6.5mi/10.5km 

Mike P 

01373 472101  

07711 090656 

Sun 11/02/2018 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFERED.  Please  check the website for updates 

Thu 15/02/2018 

Time: 10:15   

EX142  

Moderate. Witham Friary, Postlebury Wood, Wanstrow 

Meet: Witham Friary Recreation Ground  

BA11 5HF, ST744410 

Distance: 6.3mi/10.1km 

Peter G 

07974 925484 

Sun 18/02/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Radstock and Kilmersdon 

Meet: Radstock, Mill Road  

BA3 3PB, ST694549 

Distance: 10mi/16.1km 

Bryn 

07709 282394 

Thu 22/02/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Easy. Stratton-on-the-Fosse area  

Meet: Stratton-on-the-Fosse Village Hall  

BA3 4QH, ST658510 

Distance: 7mi/11.3km 

Trevor & Val  L 

01761 232311  

07976 629342 

Sun 25/02/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Walking north from Charterhouse 

Meet: Charterhouse Nature Reserve 

BS40 7XR, ST505556 

Distance: 10.5m/17km 

Janet  

01458 835238 

07706 181609 

Thu 01/03/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate. Street, Marshalls Elm, Compton Dando 

Meet/park National Trust car park Ivythorne Hill, opposite 

Youth Hostel  

BA16 0TX, ST480345 

Distance: 6.3mi/10.1km 

Margaret P  

01761 232042  

07910 873853 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Sun 04/03/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate. Wells, Croscombe, Ham Woods 

Meet: Wells, east end of Ash Lane  

BA5 2QR, ST549464 

Distance: 10.5mi/16.9km 

Mike P 

01373 472101  

07711 090656 

Mon 05/03/2018 

Time: 13:30 

EX142 

Easy. Cup of tea walk Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Meet: Stratton-on-the-Fosse Village Hall  

BA3 4QH, ST658510 

Distance: 3.5mi/5.6km 

Trevor & Val  L 

01761 232311  

07976 629342 

Thu 08/03/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate. Wedmore circular  

Meet: Wedmore free car park off B3151  

BS28 4EE, ST437481 

Distance: 6.5mi/10.5km 

Colin G & 

Catherine 

01749 678853  

07879 821977 

Sun 11/03/2018 

Time: 10:00 

OL15/LR195 

 

Moderate. Kingston, Kimmeridge Bay and coast path. 

Meet: Kingston car park. Go through Corfe village and 

take B3069 to Kingston. On entering Kingston, turn right 

past  church for 400 yds to car park on left in woods  

BH20 5LL, SY953794            Distance: 10mi/16.1km 

Laurence  

01373 452294 

07568 584994 

Thu 15/03/2018 

Time: 10:15 

EX142 

Moderate. Deerwood Common, Gare Hill, Maiden Bradley, 

Highlands, Trout Pond Wood  

Meet: Park Deerwood Common  

BA11 5HR, ST771389 

Distance: 6.1mi/9.8km 

Peter G 

07974 925484 

Sun 18/03/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Wellow, White Ox Mead, Dunkerton, Camerton 

Court and Shoscombe  

Meet/park at Wellow Old Station  

BA2 8QB, ST738581 

Distance: 11mi/17.7km 

Margaret P 

01761 232042  

07910 873853 

Thu 22/03/2018 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Kilmersdon area 

Meet: Kilmersdon Church 

BA3 5TA, ST695524 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km 

Trevor & Val  L 

01761 232311 

07976 629342 

Sun 25/03/2018 

Time: 09:30 

EX143 

Moderate. 5 Leaders walk from Southwick Country Park 

Meet: Southwick Country Park, Southwick  

BA14 0EF, ST841560 

Distance: 13mi/20.9km 

Bob & 

Rosemary 

01749 346023 

Thu 29/03/2018 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFERED.  Please  check the website for updates 
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset  
members or would like to comment on any current issue then please send 
them to me.  Entries for the next issue before 1st March please to: 
Mavis Monahan, 7 Westaway Park, Yatton, BS49 4JU 01934 709512 or 

mavis@monahan.co.uk 
 

Company registration number: 4458492.   Registered Charity in England & Wales number: 1093577.   Registered charity in 
Scotland, number: SC039799. 

Registered Office:  2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 

Area Holiday 2018 
 

The Area Holiday 2018 will be held at The Cliff Hotel & Spa in 
Gwbert, Cardigan, on the weekend of  

Friday 5th to Monday 8th October 2018. 
The hotel is located on the coastline, with panoramic views over 

Cardigan Bay and the Pembrokeshire coast.  

Included in the extensive grounds of the hotel, is a 9-hole golf 
course, and a footpath which leads to the beach, whilst the hotel 

has a spa and a small gym.  
We hope to provide the usual format of 3 walks per day on all of 

the four days. 

For information or to reserve a place on the holiday, please email 
Peggy at pm.fortunati@seabreeze2.plus.com or telephone Rod or 

Peggy on 01278 783270. 

You can find the hotel at www.cliffhotel.com. 

We are looking forward to seeing both familiar and new faces in 
2018. 

      The Organising Team 
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SOMERSET RAMBLER 

Thunder and lightning 

shouldn’t be taken 
lightly when walking 

outdoors. Always check the 

weather forecast before start-

ing your walk. If there is a thun-

der storm whilst outdoors, try 

to follow these safety tips.  If 

you hear thunder, see lightning or if your hair stands on end, postpone activities 

even if the sky looks blue and clear.   Lightning will strike as far as 10 miles (15kms) 

away from any rainfall.  Lightning can strike the same place repeatedly, especially tall, 

pointed, isolated objects, so avoid being the tallest point. 

1)Seek shelter inside a completely enclosed building or a hard-topped all-metal vehi-

cle.  

2)Avoid fences or exposed metal sheds. 

3)Abandon exposed pointed metal items like fishing rods, tools, walking sticks or 

rucksacks. 

4)If there is no shelter you should keep moving.  

F5)If you become the tallest object, crouch in the open twice as far away from the 

nearest pointed object as it is tall.  

6)Make yourself as small as possible, stay on your toes and keep your heels together 

as it will allow electricity to go up one foot, through the heels and back into the 

ground through the other.  

7)Avoid standing in water, even if wearing rubber boots (they offer no protection). 

8)If in a group, move several yards away from each other. 

9)It is safe to touch someone who has been struck by lightning and provide them 

with CPR and First Aid. 

 

The standard lightning safety guide is the 30-30 rule. The first 30 

represents 30 seconds. If the time between when you see the flash 
and hear the thunder is 30 seconds or less, the lightning is close 

enough to hit you. After the last flash of lightning, wait 30 minutes (the 
second 30) before leaving your shelter. 

 

1 

mailto:pm.fortunati@seabreeze2.plus.com
http://www.cliffhotel.com
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/advice/safety/introduction-to-first-aid/dealing-with-emergencies.aspx
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Development Opportunity 

Ten senior area volunteers from across England gave their time to attend a two day in-

duction at the Ramblers London office a few months back. Over two days of presentations, 

discussions, a lovely meal and a fascinating walk through the heart of London, volunteers and 

staff got to know each other and shared their passion for the Ramblers and for taking our 

mission forward together. We usually run these inductions every six months, so the next 

one is likely to be in January 2018. The inductions are intended for new area chairs and sec-

retaries, but are also relevant for existing area chairs and secretaries who would like a re-

fresher on their roles and on the breadth of our work. For more information or to register 

an interest in attending one of these inductions, please contact Diane Simcoe 

(diane.simcoe@ramblers.org.uk), area support officer  

Calling All Walkers of the last 70 years  

A Public right of Way (PROW), which for 70 years has run from the old kissing 

gate on Barton Road, near the Webbington Hotel, straight up a track to the boundary of 

the National Trust land of Wavering Down has been closed for over 2 years.  Unfortu-

nately, the Definitive Map shows the PROW in a slightly different location where there has 

never been a footpath of any description.  Meanwhile the upper section of the historic 

PROW has been excavated, a camera & ‘No Trespassing’ sign installed and barricades 

erected on NT land, to prevent the use of the whole path.  Evidence has been presented to 

Somerset County Council which demonstrates beyond all reasonable doubt that the cor-

rect route of this PROW is the route described above and not the route shown on the 

Definitive Map.  Evidence includes photographs dating back to 1946, Parish Records, Land 

Registry Drawings, statements from the oldest residents of the parish confirming the route 

for the last 70 years. One of the parish records shows that, in 1972, The Mendip Society 

helped to clear the section that is presently closed.    

 It is currently being investigated by SCC which is liaising with Compton Bishop 

PC.  In anticipation of a request from SCC. for statements from walkers & to assist with its 

speedy re-opening  would anyone who has used the historic PROW any time in the past 70 

years please contact Compton Bishop PC’s Clerk at comptonbishoppc@hotmail.com   

Mike Rolfe Mendip Society Sedgemoor Planning Scrutinizer. 

 

West Mendip Walkers-*  Parracombe Walk 
A group of eight walkers from West Mendip Walkers met on 6th July 2017 

for a circular walk from Parracombe to explore the surrounding moorland, 
including part of the old, wild Exmoor.   High, open country affording far-

reaching views.  The village of Parracombe lies tucked away in 

the Heddon valley in the north-west corner of the Exmoor National Park, a 
few miles inland from the coast. There are a number of interesting features 

to the village, including a Norman motte and bailey, Holwell Castle, and the 

Saxon church, St Petrock’s, now in the care of the Churches Conservation 

Trust. Fears about its stability led to the building of another, Christ Church 
in the late C19th, which is used today. 
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Area website can be found at:  

www.somersetramblers.co.uk 
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The Ramblers website can be found at: 

www.ramblers.org.uk 

.Over 100 people have recorded that they regularly walked the route without 

obstruction for over 20 years and there is strong local support from residents 

and local councillors for the path to be recorded as a public RoW. It will also 

improve safety for the many visitors to the area. Attempts to agree a permis-

sive solution with the chalet owners has not been successful. In view of the 

large local support and the safety issues of the current routes using the beach 

below high tide mark I will be suggesting that after 12 months from the date 

of application, we should apply to the Secretary of State to require the 

County to consider the application as is provided for in the legislation. 

 

High Ham Appeal – the appeal by Ramblers against the Order to close a 

short section in High Ham of a long ridge path was heard in July. Ramblers 

were represented by se long established paths. Ramblers’ has received coun-

sel’s advice about the likely success of an appeal to the High Court as the case 

could set a dangerous precedent. Only a 50% success could be advised. The 

risk would be that, if we failed, a clear judicial precedent could be set to apply 

to similar cases. A review of the decision has been submitted to the Secretary 

of State for review, but Ramblers’ Head Office must then decide if the matter 

can be taken further.   

       Carl Earl,  

      Area Footpath Secretary  
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 The day was bright and sunny, 

not always ideal for walking 
across open country, but off 

we went accompanied by four 
dogs for our 13.3 mile trek. 

From our start point we 
turned left down the road to-

wards the village centre, soon 

bearing left to go through the 

churchyard of Christ Church – 

from the front of which was a 
good view of Holwell Castle. Through the churchyard we went to a 

lane below and we followed this lane to St Petrock’s Church, in the 

part of the parish known as Churchtown. 
Walking on led us to Woolhanger Farm which is part of the Wool-

hanger Estate, one of the largest privately owned estates on Exmoor. 
The recently restored historic Manor and Music Room - now hired 

out for receptions etc. 

Once past the farm we enjoyed the views of the rolling moors be-

yond, and at Shallowford, we continued up a long incline to reach 

Saddle Gate. Beyond this at 480m/1,575ft is Wood Barrow the high-
est point of the route, and a superb viewpoint: to the north lies the 

Bristol Channel and south coast of Wales; west is the north Devon 
coast stretching to Hartland Point; east is the wilderness of The 

Chains; and west is the Chapman Barrows trig point.  
From here we headed south to Challacombe Church, actually at Bar-

ton Town. The church was built next to the largest manor house 

known as Barton Town in the parish and close to a mill. Challacombe 
means cold valley.  We continued north from here over Challacombe 

Common and back down to Parracombe weary but very satisfied af-
ter a 7-hour trek.     Tony Strange  

 

*Group is affiliated to Mendip Ramblers, formed 5-6 years ago and is 
going from strength to strength 
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Group Reports 

 

Mendip Group  

Membership  At the 1st of September our membership is 325 up by 10 
from this time last year 

Working Party The working party remains very active and is out virtually 

every week. 

Walking Festival  Mendip Ramblers 
hosted a very successful weekend of 

walking based at Butleigh near Glaston-

bury: more than 100 people joining in 

on each of the 3 days of the free event. 

Some walked further than others, with 
the keen types walking on all three 

days, but all were rewarded with tea 

and cake, and sunny dry weather. On all walks there were fine views of the 

Somerset countryside, and some welcome shady woodland walking. 
 Although most walkers were reasonably local, we enjoyed the company of 

people from other parts of the UK including Dorset, Berkshire, Hertford-

shire, Manchester and Sussex.  Some were trying out walking for the first 

time and there were children and dogs. All of this was possible because of 

the help and support of the Butleigh community and the efforts of many 
Mendip Ramblers members: the planners, tea and cake makers, car park-

ers, walk leaders, and the unseen efforts of the Mendip working party who 

repair the stiles and gates and keep the footpaths open. 

Holidays etc  Earlier in the summer some members walked in Snowdonia 

and climbed Snowdon; others completed the first 40 miles of The Dales 
Way. 

The regular Monday, Thursday and Sunday walks were well supported.  

Now as we move into the late summer and autumn season the new pro-

gramme is in full swing. Some will be hoping to prolong the summer in 
Brittany; some enjoyed a breakfast walk with West Wilts Ramblers; there's 

another Festival (Somer Valley) and Mendip volunteers will lead walks for 

Rambler visitors from Berkshire. If this all sounds exhausting there's always 

a short “cup of tea” walk on some Mondays. Or you could try your luck at 

the horse racing! There really is something for almost everyone.   
       Les Stather 

9  

  

 

Other matters discussed with Pete Hobley – in addition to the Section 130 mat-

ters (see below) the issue of cropping and the County’s response was discussed. It was 

suggested that RoWs produce a short article on how the County deals with the mat-

ter and how Ramblers can best help, for publication in the Area Newsletter. The 

long running missing plank-bridge and severely overgrown section beyond on path  

WN 31/4, Yarlington, was raised. Pete said this was in hand and he would up-date me 

on the situation.   

  

Coastal Path –Problems still remain with the route in Woodspring, but it is hoped 

that recent meetings will help resolve problems. The route of the path on the south 

side of the River Axe has caused problems due to restrictions for wildlife. The 

Sedgemoor FPS has been involved and is satisfied that a reasonable solution is being 

proposed by Natural England. The public footpath to the former ferry site near the 

river mouth (proposed for removal as a definitive RoW until we objected) remains 

with the option for a future ferry service to be provided across the river mouth. 

 

Section 130 Applications – The outstanding problem in Lovington is still not re-

solved and Pete Hobley said he has one objector to the proposed diversions (which 

we had agreed) and if he could not be persuaded to withdraw, SCC would proceed 

with a Diversion Order. The long term obstructions to path WN4/6 in Brewham were 

now being investigated with the County negotiating two diversions, although one land-

owner was reluctant. I have asked for an up-date on this. A solution is being investi-

gated by the local County Warden for the problem at Barwick related to a blocked 

path across school grounds. It will be discussed with the relevant Group FPS. 

 

Deregulation Act – Due to Brexit new guidance regulations on amending the defini-

tive RoW map are still on hold.  

 

Claim for Path at Blue Anchor – West Somerset Group FPS has put in a claim 

(registered with SCC) for a very popular, but unrecorded path, recently blocked at 

Blue Anchor, based on claims of 20 years unobstructed use. Given the long time-scale 

in dealing with applications and the fact that the definitive route uses the beach below 

high-tide mark, compared with the claimed route, there are clear safety considerations 

in resolving this issue early. Accordingly we had requested that the County Council 

bring forward the consideration of this application. Despite support from some coun-

cillors, the Committee did not agree that it could bebrought forward under present 

county policies, given the large number  of claims of similar merit, that await considera-

tion 

.  
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Dear Member 

 At the next Somerset Area AGM I will be standing down from the post of 

Area Chairman. All group reps attending the Area Council meetings were advised that 

the posts of chairman and secretary would be for a one year term in office. Each year 

the chairman would stand down and the secretary would stand for the post of chair.  

Les Stather, our current secretary, has advised me that he will stand for the post of 

chairman which leaves a vacancy for the secretary’s post.  I am asking all members to 

consider this very important post in the Area Council and to stand for election at our 

next AGM on Saturday 17th February 2018.  The tasks of secretary are by no means 

arduous but will require a small amount of time.  Full details can be obtained from my-

self,  Les or any of the current council members. 

 The position of an Area Council is very important as Ramblers’ Central Office 

is unable to cope with dealing with over 500 groups.  It is much more effective to com-

municate with the fifty area posts and for each area to pass on information to their own 

groups.  

I look forward to seeing you at the next area AGM.         David Thompson,  

Chairman, Somerset Area     meadowbank.dp77@btinternet.com or 07729039962  

 

Report of Area Footpath Secretary – October 2017  

 

Use of Ramblers Volunteers in Somerset County–Following County Council 

elections in May the new Cabinet Member responsible for Rights of Way is Cllr John 

Woodman. A meeting with him, myself and the Area Secretary (who has long experi-

ence of working parties), took place 4th October to discuss the considerable input Ram-

blers can provide for the County’s Rights of Way. Pete Hobley, Head of RoW, also at-

tended. We stressed the important rôle Ramblers can play in maintaining and publicising 

the County’s RoWs for recreation, exercise and tourism. Cllr Woodman acknowledged 

all this and agreed that the RoW team should involve Ramblers’ volunteers in work of 

all kinds. We stressed that appropriate financial recognition for travel should be pro-

vided for the volunteer workers. Cllr. Woodman thanked Ramblers for their involve-

ment in supporting the RoWs. The meeting continued just with Pete Hobley and dis-

cussed the issue of expenses. It was recognised that a fair, but standard system was re-

quired that was also easy to operate. Pete Hobley agreed to talk to Tracy Sutton, his 

Volunteer Officer, and produce a draft agreement based on an appropriate payment for 

each working party, but paid quarterly. Payment would be to the Group, who can then 

decide how to disperse the money.   
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Somerset Young Walkers Group 

At the time of going to press, no report had been received. 
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West Somerset Ramblers  

This has been another successful year for West Somerset Ramblers.  A steady 

increase in active members over recent years has ensured a good attendance 

on rambles as the Group continues its programme of Saturday full day walks 
and Wednesday half day walks.  Numbers have grown on Wednesdays and 

these walks are attracting newly retired Ramblers, as well as members with 

only limited time to spare.  

A forthcoming coach trip to the National Trust’s ‘Tyntesfield’ Estate, with 
three different walks on offer, is already fully booked.  Forty seven members 

have already signed up for a three day walking weekend in Weymouth next 

March, and there are ambitious plans for a long weekend in the Brecon Bea-

cons under discussion for summer 2019. 

The review of West Somerset Ramblers’ website is receiving interest and fa-
vourable comments from members. In 2018, West Somerset Ramblers will be 

celebrating 40 years of walking together in this beautiful country.  Watch this 

space!          Shirley Jeffray 

South Somerset Ramblers 

Membership shows a reduction in line with Ramblers’ Association num-

bers.  Our joint chair, Roger Cripps, believes that the Ramblers still have an im-

age problem, after talking with non-members on a recent HF holiday. 
Over the past two years successful rambling holidays run by Saga to 

Montenegro and Italy were organised by John Oliver.  It transpires that the Saga 

walks leaders are not trained or authorised to carry out First Aid, a point to 

bear in mind. 
We regularly hold two walks on Thursdays of differing lengths and a 

longer walk on Sundays and our annual summer supper was once again held at 

the Long Sutton Golf Club . 

The Working Party led by Roger Cripps, has been out several times in-

cluding joint days with Mendip and Sedgemoor. It appears that work will be com-
ing through more regularly thanks to new coordinator of SCC, Tracy Sutton.  

There are issues regarding payment of mileage expenses by SCC that remain to 

be resolved.  Carl Earl is working on this. 

The Group will be holding its annual Christmas Dinner for members on 
Thursday 7 December at the Muddled Man, East Chinnock, which has served us 

so well in the past. 

We are grateful for the continuing support of our Committee.    

        Linda Fawthrop 
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Taunton Deane Group 

The Group has continued its established programme of four walks per week, with 

added variety such as staged coverage of the Coleridge Way. 

The Group Chairman, John Ollerenshaw, led the organisation of a very successful 

outing to Lynton and Lynmouth on 13th August, featuring long, medium and short 

walks, and culminating in tea in Lynmouth.  Over 40 members took part.  He also 

celebrated leading his 250th walk for the Group – an outstanding contribution – with 

the walk being followed by a ‘drop in’ session for tea and a chat at Trull Community 

Centre. 

In an effort to boost attendance, the 2017 AGM is to be held on 24th November at a 

central Taunton venue, with an afternoon walk and subsidised meal offer before-

hand.  A Christmas meal is being organised by Mike Whitmore on  

15th December at the Harvest Moon, North Newton. 

Having been well received this year, the free diary scheme for members and friends 

is to be continued for 2018.      Philip Bisatt 

 

Woodspring Ramblers Report  

 Woodspring has just returned from an excellent week of walking in the 

Peak District.  A total of 50 mem-

bers joined the group with the ma-

jority staying in Newton House just 

north of Ashbourne.  Other mem-

bers were in guest houses, cottages 

and their own caravans.  From a 

choice of two led walks per day 

plus a selection of self-led walks, 

the group clocked up over 150 

miles in the surrounding Dales and 

countryside.  The weather was a 

little inclement but nothing to deter 

the group.  One excitement during 

the week was the fire in the hotel 

gardens.  This initiated from a green-

house on the neighbouring farm going 

up in flames.  The surrounding trees 

caught fire which then ignited the two 

tanks of kerosene supplying the hotel 

central heating.  Luckily there was no 

major damage to the hotel but it 

could have been worse if the large gas 
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been much worse if the large gas tank adjacent to the kerosene tanks had exploded. 

A number of cars had superficial damage from ash and oily water but were cleaned 

after a run to the car wash.  Our thanks to Mary and Martin Raines, our organisers 

and main leaders for the week.  To manage such a large group and provide a huge 

amount of walks to satisfy everyone requires a considerable amount of organising and 

planning.  

We are now planning our weekend holiday on Dartmoor in May and our 

one to two week holiday in Austria in August/September 2018.  

Membership stands at just under 200 which is similar to the last six months 

with several new walk leaders joining. 

The footpath maintenance team have now installed over 170 pedestrian 

gates, kissing gates and a number of bridges.  The team goes from strength to 

strength with about 17 members spending up to 5 hours every first Tuesday of the 

month.  

 Some of our walk leaders have been setting up a series of shorter walks with 

the aim of introducing the Health Walkers into the group.  It is early days and there 

have been a few issues regarding membership but they are working very hard to try 

to integrate the Health Walkers. We are also trying to tempt those members who 

now find the longer walks too much.  It is hoped to have more information on pro-

gress at the next report.     David Thompson  

Sedgemoor Ramblers 

This summer we have enjoyed a full programme of walks with new walk leaders step-

ping up to the challenge of leading a walk. Membership remains static at 147. 

In May we spent a long week-end in Dorset, staying at Eypes Mouth.  There was a 

choice of 2 walks on each of the 3 days.  Other members not staying travelled down 

to join us and we were able to enjoy stunning views and bluebells in full bloom. 

In June we held our second 2-day Quantock Walking Festival, joined this year by 

Stowey Walking.  We were awarded a community grant from Sedgemoor District 

Council to cover the cost of a bus to take walkers to the start of some of the walks. 

Tea and homemade cakes were available to enjoy on their return.  There was a 

choice of 3 walks each day, including a historical walk led by Stowey Walkers.  The 

festival was well attended with a number of walkers from Kent and Bucks. joining us.  

Although well advertised, we were disappointed in the lack of local support as we had 

hoped it would be a way to encourage and increase membership.  

Our sociable Summer Lunch following a short walk in the morning was as popular as 

ever and enjoyed by all who attended. The annual summer outing in July was well 

supported and a large group of members and friends travelled by coach to Devon, 

enjoying a choice of three walks along the River Exe to Dawlish, with time to enjoy a 

meal before leaving for home.  Summer evening walks from April were very popular, 

as always,, and finished in August with a walking treasure hunt around historical Bridg-

water followed by the traditional pub meal. 

Our working party has been active repairing stiles and clearing paths and volunteers 

continue to do valuable survey work for Somerset County Council.        Tony Fawles   

7 
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added variety such as staged coverage of the Coleridge Way. 
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walks, and culminating in tea in Lynmouth.  Over 40 members took part.  He also 

celebrated leading his 250th walk for the Group – an outstanding contribution – with 

the walk being followed by a ‘drop in’ session for tea and a chat at Trull Community 
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In an effort to boost attendance, the 2017 AGM is to be held on 24th November at a 

central Taunton venue, with an afternoon walk and subsidised meal offer before-
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Having been well received this year, the free diary scheme for members and friends 
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A number of cars had superficial damage from ash and oily water but were cleaned 

after a run to the car wash.  Our thanks to Mary and Martin Raines, our organisers 

and main leaders for the week.  To manage such a large group and provide a huge 

amount of walks to satisfy everyone requires a considerable amount of organising and 

planning.  

We are now planning our weekend holiday on Dartmoor in May and our 

one to two week holiday in Austria in August/September 2018.  

Membership stands at just under 200 which is similar to the last six months 

with several new walk leaders joining. 

The footpath maintenance team have now installed over 170 pedestrian 

gates, kissing gates and a number of bridges.  The team goes from strength to 

strength with about 17 members spending up to 5 hours every first Tuesday of the 

month.  

 Some of our walk leaders have been setting up a series of shorter walks with 

the aim of introducing the Health Walkers into the group.  It is early days and there 

have been a few issues regarding membership but they are working very hard to try 

to integrate the Health Walkers. We are also trying to tempt those members who 

now find the longer walks too much.  It is hoped to have more information on pro-
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Stowey Walking.  We were awarded a community grant from Sedgemoor District 

Council to cover the cost of a bus to take walkers to the start of some of the walks. 

Tea and homemade cakes were available to enjoy on their return.  There was a 
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water followed by the traditional pub meal. 
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Dear Member 

 At the next Somerset Area AGM I will be standing down from the post of 

Area Chairman. All group reps attending the Area Council meetings were advised that 

the posts of chairman and secretary would be for a one year term in office. Each year 

the chairman would stand down and the secretary would stand for the post of chair.  

Les Stather, our current secretary, has advised me that he will stand for the post of 

chairman which leaves a vacancy for the secretary’s post.  I am asking all members to 

consider this very important post in the Area Council and to stand for election at our 

next AGM on Saturday 17th February 2018.  The tasks of secretary are by no means 

arduous but will require a small amount of time.  Full details can be obtained from my-

self,  Les or any of the current council members. 

 The position of an Area Council is very important as Ramblers’ Central Office 

is unable to cope with dealing with over 500 groups.  It is much more effective to com-

municate with the fifty area posts and for each area to pass on information to their own 

groups.  

I look forward to seeing you at the next area AGM.         David Thompson,  

Chairman, Somerset Area     meadowbank.dp77@btinternet.com or 07729039962  

 

Report of Area Footpath Secretary – October 2017  

 

Use of Ramblers Volunteers in Somerset County–Following County Council 

elections in May the new Cabinet Member responsible for Rights of Way is Cllr John 

Woodman. A meeting with him, myself and the Area Secretary (who has long experi-

ence of working parties), took place 4th October to discuss the considerable input Ram-

blers can provide for the County’s Rights of Way. Pete Hobley, Head of RoW, also at-

tended. We stressed the important rôle Ramblers can play in maintaining and publicising 

the County’s RoWs for recreation, exercise and tourism. Cllr Woodman acknowledged 

all this and agreed that the RoW team should involve Ramblers’ volunteers in work of 

all kinds. We stressed that appropriate financial recognition for travel should be pro-

vided for the volunteer workers. Cllr. Woodman thanked Ramblers for their involve-

ment in supporting the RoWs. The meeting continued just with Pete Hobley and dis-

cussed the issue of expenses. It was recognised that a fair, but standard system was re-

quired that was also easy to operate. Pete Hobley agreed to talk to Tracy Sutton, his 

Volunteer Officer, and produce a draft agreement based on an appropriate payment for 

each working party, but paid quarterly. Payment would be to the Group, who can then 

decide how to disperse the money.   
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Somerset Young Walkers Group 

At the time of going to press, no report had been received. 
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West Somerset Ramblers  

This has been another successful year for West Somerset Ramblers.  A steady 

increase in active members over recent years has ensured a good attendance 

on rambles as the Group continues its programme of Saturday full day walks 
and Wednesday half day walks.  Numbers have grown on Wednesdays and 

these walks are attracting newly retired Ramblers, as well as members with 

only limited time to spare.  

A forthcoming coach trip to the National Trust’s ‘Tyntesfield’ Estate, with 
three different walks on offer, is already fully booked.  Forty seven members 

have already signed up for a three day walking weekend in Weymouth next 

March, and there are ambitious plans for a long weekend in the Brecon Bea-

cons under discussion for summer 2019. 

The review of West Somerset Ramblers’ website is receiving interest and fa-
vourable comments from members. In 2018, West Somerset Ramblers will be 

celebrating 40 years of walking together in this beautiful country.  Watch this 

space!          Shirley Jeffray 

South Somerset Ramblers 

Membership shows a reduction in line with Ramblers’ Association num-

bers.  Our joint chair, Roger Cripps, believes that the Ramblers still have an im-

age problem, after talking with non-members on a recent HF holiday. 
Over the past two years successful rambling holidays run by Saga to 

Montenegro and Italy were organised by John Oliver.  It transpires that the Saga 

walks leaders are not trained or authorised to carry out First Aid, a point to 

bear in mind. 
We regularly hold two walks on Thursdays of differing lengths and a 

longer walk on Sundays and our annual summer supper was once again held at 

the Long Sutton Golf Club . 

The Working Party led by Roger Cripps, has been out several times in-

cluding joint days with Mendip and Sedgemoor. It appears that work will be com-
ing through more regularly thanks to new coordinator of SCC, Tracy Sutton.  

There are issues regarding payment of mileage expenses by SCC that remain to 

be resolved.  Carl Earl is working on this. 

The Group will be holding its annual Christmas Dinner for members on 
Thursday 7 December at the Muddled Man, East Chinnock, which has served us 

so well in the past. 

We are grateful for the continuing support of our Committee.    

        Linda Fawthrop 

5 

mailto:meadowbank.dp77@btinternet.com


4  

 

4 

Group Reports 

 

Mendip Group  

Membership  At the 1st of September our membership is 325 up by 10 
from this time last year 

Working Party The working party remains very active and is out virtually 

every week. 

Walking Festival  Mendip Ramblers 
hosted a very successful weekend of 

walking based at Butleigh near Glaston-

bury: more than 100 people joining in 

on each of the 3 days of the free event. 

Some walked further than others, with 
the keen types walking on all three 

days, but all were rewarded with tea 

and cake, and sunny dry weather. On all walks there were fine views of the 

Somerset countryside, and some welcome shady woodland walking. 
 Although most walkers were reasonably local, we enjoyed the company of 

people from other parts of the UK including Dorset, Berkshire, Hertford-

shire, Manchester and Sussex.  Some were trying out walking for the first 

time and there were children and dogs. All of this was possible because of 

the help and support of the Butleigh community and the efforts of many 
Mendip Ramblers members: the planners, tea and cake makers, car park-

ers, walk leaders, and the unseen efforts of the Mendip working party who 

repair the stiles and gates and keep the footpaths open. 

Holidays etc  Earlier in the summer some members walked in Snowdonia 

and climbed Snowdon; others completed the first 40 miles of The Dales 
Way. 

The regular Monday, Thursday and Sunday walks were well supported.  

Now as we move into the late summer and autumn season the new pro-

gramme is in full swing. Some will be hoping to prolong the summer in 
Brittany; some enjoyed a breakfast walk with West Wilts Ramblers; there's 

another Festival (Somer Valley) and Mendip volunteers will lead walks for 

Rambler visitors from Berkshire. If this all sounds exhausting there's always 

a short “cup of tea” walk on some Mondays. Or you could try your luck at 

the horse racing! There really is something for almost everyone.   
       Les Stather 
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Other matters discussed with Pete Hobley – in addition to the Section 130 mat-

ters (see below) the issue of cropping and the County’s response was discussed. It was 

suggested that RoWs produce a short article on how the County deals with the mat-

ter and how Ramblers can best help, for publication in the Area Newsletter. The 

long running missing plank-bridge and severely overgrown section beyond on path  

WN 31/4, Yarlington, was raised. Pete said this was in hand and he would up-date me 

on the situation.   

  

Coastal Path –Problems still remain with the route in Woodspring, but it is hoped 

that recent meetings will help resolve problems. The route of the path on the south 

side of the River Axe has caused problems due to restrictions for wildlife. The 

Sedgemoor FPS has been involved and is satisfied that a reasonable solution is being 

proposed by Natural England. The public footpath to the former ferry site near the 

river mouth (proposed for removal as a definitive RoW until we objected) remains 

with the option for a future ferry service to be provided across the river mouth. 

 

Section 130 Applications – The outstanding problem in Lovington is still not re-

solved and Pete Hobley said he has one objector to the proposed diversions (which 

we had agreed) and if he could not be persuaded to withdraw, SCC would proceed 

with a Diversion Order. The long term obstructions to path WN4/6 in Brewham were 

now being investigated with the County negotiating two diversions, although one land-

owner was reluctant. I have asked for an up-date on this. A solution is being investi-

gated by the local County Warden for the problem at Barwick related to a blocked 

path across school grounds. It will be discussed with the relevant Group FPS. 

 

Deregulation Act – Due to Brexit new guidance regulations on amending the defini-

tive RoW map are still on hold.  

 

Claim for Path at Blue Anchor – West Somerset Group FPS has put in a claim 

(registered with SCC) for a very popular, but unrecorded path, recently blocked at 

Blue Anchor, based on claims of 20 years unobstructed use. Given the long time-scale 

in dealing with applications and the fact that the definitive route uses the beach below 

high-tide mark, compared with the claimed route, there are clear safety considerations 

in resolving this issue early. Accordingly we had requested that the County Council 

bring forward the consideration of this application. Despite support from some coun-

cillors, the Committee did not agree that it could bebrought forward under present 

county policies, given the large number  of claims of similar merit, that await considera-

tion 

.  
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Area website can be found at:  

www.somersetramblers.co.uk 
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The Ramblers website can be found at: 

www.ramblers.org.uk 

.Over 100 people have recorded that they regularly walked the route without 

obstruction for over 20 years and there is strong local support from residents 

and local councillors for the path to be recorded as a public RoW. It will also 

improve safety for the many visitors to the area. Attempts to agree a permis-

sive solution with the chalet owners has not been successful. In view of the 

large local support and the safety issues of the current routes using the beach 

below high tide mark I will be suggesting that after 12 months from the date 

of application, we should apply to the Secretary of State to require the 

County to consider the application as is provided for in the legislation. 

 

High Ham Appeal – the appeal by Ramblers against the Order to close a 

short section in High Ham of a long ridge path was heard in July. Ramblers 

were represented by se long established paths. Ramblers’ has received coun-

sel’s advice about the likely success of an appeal to the High Court as the case 

could set a dangerous precedent. Only a 50% success could be advised. The 

risk would be that, if we failed, a clear judicial precedent could be set to apply 

to similar cases. A review of the decision has been submitted to the Secretary 

of State for review, but Ramblers’ Head Office must then decide if the matter 

can be taken further.   

       Carl Earl,  

      Area Footpath Secretary  

3  

 

 The day was bright and sunny, 

not always ideal for walking 
across open country, but off 

we went accompanied by four 
dogs for our 13.3 mile trek. 

From our start point we 
turned left down the road to-

wards the village centre, soon 

bearing left to go through the 

churchyard of Christ Church – 

from the front of which was a 
good view of Holwell Castle. Through the churchyard we went to a 

lane below and we followed this lane to St Petrock’s Church, in the 

part of the parish known as Churchtown. 
Walking on led us to Woolhanger Farm which is part of the Wool-

hanger Estate, one of the largest privately owned estates on Exmoor. 
The recently restored historic Manor and Music Room - now hired 

out for receptions etc. 

Once past the farm we enjoyed the views of the rolling moors be-

yond, and at Shallowford, we continued up a long incline to reach 

Saddle Gate. Beyond this at 480m/1,575ft is Wood Barrow the high-
est point of the route, and a superb viewpoint: to the north lies the 

Bristol Channel and south coast of Wales; west is the north Devon 
coast stretching to Hartland Point; east is the wilderness of The 

Chains; and west is the Chapman Barrows trig point.  
From here we headed south to Challacombe Church, actually at Bar-

ton Town. The church was built next to the largest manor house 

known as Barton Town in the parish and close to a mill. Challacombe 
means cold valley.  We continued north from here over Challacombe 

Common and back down to Parracombe weary but very satisfied af-
ter a 7-hour trek.     Tony Strange  

 

*Group is affiliated to Mendip Ramblers, formed 5-6 years ago and is 
going from strength to strength 
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Development Opportunity 

Ten senior area volunteers from across England gave their time to attend a two day in-

duction at the Ramblers London office a few months back. Over two days of presentations, 

discussions, a lovely meal and a fascinating walk through the heart of London, volunteers and 

staff got to know each other and shared their passion for the Ramblers and for taking our 

mission forward together. We usually run these inductions every six months, so the next 

one is likely to be in January 2018. The inductions are intended for new area chairs and sec-

retaries, but are also relevant for existing area chairs and secretaries who would like a re-

fresher on their roles and on the breadth of our work. For more information or to register 

an interest in attending one of these inductions, please contact Diane Simcoe 

(diane.simcoe@ramblers.org.uk), area support officer  

Calling All Walkers of the last 70 years  

A Public right of Way (PROW), which for 70 years has run from the old kissing 

gate on Barton Road, near the Webbington Hotel, straight up a track to the boundary of 

the National Trust land of Wavering Down has been closed for over 2 years.  Unfortu-

nately, the Definitive Map shows the PROW in a slightly different location where there has 

never been a footpath of any description.  Meanwhile the upper section of the historic 

PROW has been excavated, a camera & ‘No Trespassing’ sign installed and barricades 

erected on NT land, to prevent the use of the whole path.  Evidence has been presented to 

Somerset County Council which demonstrates beyond all reasonable doubt that the cor-

rect route of this PROW is the route described above and not the route shown on the 

Definitive Map.  Evidence includes photographs dating back to 1946, Parish Records, Land 

Registry Drawings, statements from the oldest residents of the parish confirming the route 

for the last 70 years. One of the parish records shows that, in 1972, The Mendip Society 

helped to clear the section that is presently closed.    

 It is currently being investigated by SCC which is liaising with Compton Bishop 

PC.  In anticipation of a request from SCC. for statements from walkers & to assist with its 

speedy re-opening  would anyone who has used the historic PROW any time in the past 70 

years please contact Compton Bishop PC’s Clerk at comptonbishoppc@hotmail.com   

Mike Rolfe Mendip Society Sedgemoor Planning Scrutinizer. 

 

West Mendip Walkers-*  Parracombe Walk 
A group of eight walkers from West Mendip Walkers met on 6th July 2017 

for a circular walk from Parracombe to explore the surrounding moorland, 
including part of the old, wild Exmoor.   High, open country affording far-

reaching views.  The village of Parracombe lies tucked away in 

the Heddon valley in the north-west corner of the Exmoor National Park, a 
few miles inland from the coast. There are a number of interesting features 

to the village, including a Norman motte and bailey, Holwell Castle, and the 

Saxon church, St Petrock’s, now in the care of the Churches Conservation 

Trust. Fears about its stability led to the building of another, Christ Church 
in the late C19th, which is used today. 

2 
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset  
members or would like to comment on any current issue then please send 
them to me.  Entries for the next issue before 1st March please to: 
Mavis Monahan, 7 Westaway Park, Yatton, BS49 4JU 01934 709512 or 

mavis@monahan.co.uk 
 

Company registration number: 4458492.   Registered Charity in England & Wales number: 1093577.   Registered charity in 
Scotland, number: SC039799. 

Registered Office:  2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 

Area Holiday 2018 
 

The Area Holiday 2018 will be held at The Cliff Hotel & Spa in 
Gwbert, Cardigan, on the weekend of  

Friday 5th to Monday 8th October 2018. 
The hotel is located on the coastline, with panoramic views over 

Cardigan Bay and the Pembrokeshire coast.  

Included in the extensive grounds of the hotel, is a 9-hole golf 
course, and a footpath which leads to the beach, whilst the hotel 

has a spa and a small gym.  
We hope to provide the usual format of 3 walks per day on all of 

the four days. 

For information or to reserve a place on the holiday, please email 
Peggy at pm.fortunati@seabreeze2.plus.com or telephone Rod or 

Peggy on 01278 783270. 

You can find the hotel at www.cliffhotel.com. 

We are looking forward to seeing both familiar and new faces in 
2018. 

      The Organising Team 
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SOMERSET RAMBLER 

Thunder and lightning 

shouldn’t be taken 
lightly when walking 

outdoors. Always check the 

weather forecast before start-

ing your walk. If there is a thun-

der storm whilst outdoors, try 

to follow these safety tips.  If 

you hear thunder, see lightning or if your hair stands on end, postpone activities 

even if the sky looks blue and clear.   Lightning will strike as far as 10 miles (15kms) 

away from any rainfall.  Lightning can strike the same place repeatedly, especially tall, 

pointed, isolated objects, so avoid being the tallest point. 

1)Seek shelter inside a completely enclosed building or a hard-topped all-metal vehi-

cle.  

2)Avoid fences or exposed metal sheds. 

3)Abandon exposed pointed metal items like fishing rods, tools, walking sticks or 

rucksacks. 

4)If there is no shelter you should keep moving.  

F5)If you become the tallest object, crouch in the open twice as far away from the 

nearest pointed object as it is tall.  

6)Make yourself as small as possible, stay on your toes and keep your heels together 

as it will allow electricity to go up one foot, through the heels and back into the 

ground through the other.  

7)Avoid standing in water, even if wearing rubber boots (they offer no protection). 

8)If in a group, move several yards away from each other. 

9)It is safe to touch someone who has been struck by lightning and provide them 

with CPR and First Aid. 

 

The standard lightning safety guide is the 30-30 rule. The first 30 

represents 30 seconds. If the time between when you see the flash 
and hear the thunder is 30 seconds or less, the lightning is close 

enough to hit you. After the last flash of lightning, wait 30 minutes (the 
second 30) before leaving your shelter. 

 

1 

mailto:pm.fortunati@seabreeze2.plus.com
http://www.cliffhotel.com
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/advice/safety/introduction-to-first-aid/dealing-with-emergencies.aspx


22 

 

A Gem of the South West 
 
 

West Mendip Walkers’ week-long walking holiday in the Sierra de Aracena in Huelva province 
south west Spain this October was equal to the much acclaimed visit to the Picos de Europa 
last year. 
 
Our hosts Sasha and Craig at Posada del Castaño have been hosting walking groups for over 
12 years.  The guesthouse retains much of the original rustic features and rural charm that 
typifies this most attractive region.  
 
Situated in the village of Castaño del Robledo which has 206 permanent inhabitants and is 
situated at the centre of an impressive network of cobbled paths and ancient mule tracks that 
criss-cross the Parque Natural de la Sierra de Aracena y Picos de Aroche. It is set amidst 
hillsides covered in cork and chestnut trees and lies at the centre of the Sierra Aracena Natu-
ral Park - a UNESCO biosphere reserve.  The village is also the highest in the Sierra. 
 
Few foreigners visit the area and the opportunities for appreciating the more authentic as-
pects of rural Andalusian life are boundless. Its rich Moorish heritage - evidenced by the im-
posing hilltop castles seen above several villages - together with its splendid scenery, its 
unique cuisine and charming villages, make the Sierra de Aracena an ideal destination for 
those who appreciate traditional, out of the way areas. 
 
We had a tailor-made package of challenging walks for us ranging in length from 13kms to 
25.8kms. Craig who is knowledgeable about the geology of the region, its history and eco-
systems was able to impart some of this knowledge to us which made our walks even more 
interesting. 
 
The wooded hillsides support a number of small whitewashed villages with rural economies 
reliant on the production of quality cured hams, chestnuts and cork. In springtime there's said 
to be an incredible profusion of wildflowers and the woodlands play host to over 85 species of 
birds (including eagles, Griffin vultures and owls) who reside or migrate through the sierra, 
and in autumn the chestnut trees are full of colour, the orchards are laden with fruit and the 
forests provide a rich harvest of delicious, wild mushrooms. 
 
Our walks took us through villages and towns such as Aracena, Fuenteheridos, Navahermosa, 
Valdelarco, Galaroza, Cañaveral de León, Almonaster, Jabugo and Alájar. We had long gentle 
climbs of 160 to 200m, and on occasions steep climbs of 200m, and descents of 200/220m. 
We walked along rugged trails before descending through pine forest, through undulating 
pastureland and along river valleys. On the penultimate day we had a long gradual ascent 
round the Sierra Silladilla to the famous ham village of Jabugo.  
 
Galaroza is located within the Natural Park, in the Valle de Murtiga, which is an area abundant 
in lush vegetation and thick woodland. 
Cañaveral de León is also within the Natural Park to the north of Aracena and only one kilo-
metre from the Extramadura border. It has a population of about 400.  
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The centre of Cañaveral de León boasts typical Andalusian-style houses along cobbled streets, 
as well as several mansions that are beautifully preserved. 
The area's main town, Aracena, has a distinctive hilltop ruined fortress and a Knights'  
Templar church. Deep underground in the hillside are some spectacular limestone caves, the 
Gruta de las Maravillas. 
 

                    
 
The Sierra is home to the renowned cured ham delicacy, jamón ibérico. This comes from the 
black Iberian pigs that feed on acorns underneath the holm oak trees that colonise the Sierra. 
The ham is produced throughout the area, but Jabugo has become synonymous with jamón 
ibérico. 
 

                   
 
Sierra Aracena is a hidden gem, and with a walk leader like Craig at Posada del Castaño a 
walking holiday in the south west is recommended. 
 
 
 

http://www.andalucia.com/province/huelva/aracena/home.htm
http://www.andalucia.com/province/huelva/aracena/gruta-de-las-maravillas.htm
http://www.andalucia.com/province/huelva/jabugo/home.htm
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MENDIP RAMBLERS  walks are open to anyone interested.  Newcomers are welcome to join us for 
two or three walks without commitment. After that they may be asked to become a member of the 
Ramblers.  
Our programme aims to give full and accurate details of our walks so that members can choose walks 
to their liking and within their capabilities. We have regular Thursday and Sunday walks. Sometimes 
Friday walks. We have social events, weekends away and holidays. All details are in the programme.  
Where: We walk almost anywhere in Mendip and surrounding areas. Routes avoid roads as far as 
possible, using footpaths and bridleways. 
What time and how long:  Thursday walks start at 10.00am and are usually about 6 miles, finishing at 
around 2pm. They are walked at a slower pace than the Sunday walks. We have a coffee stop at 11am 
and a lunch break at around 12.30 or 1pm. Sunday walks  start at 10.00am and are usually about 10 
miles, finishing at around 4.00pm. They are walked at a faster pace than our Thursday walks.  We have 
a coffee stop at 11am and a lunch break at around 12.30 or 1pm. We may also stop for a short mid-
afternoon break on our longer walks. 
Terrain: Walks are labelled as flat, undulating or hilly. Mud should be expected except in urban areas.  
Meeting for a walk: The grid reference on the walk programme is the official meeting point.  The 
postcode is also given; this is an approximate indicator to the starting point.  Walks start on time, so be 
there at least 10 minutes early to give you time to get ready.  
Refreshments on walks: Bring food and drink with you for the morning stop and the lunch break.  
Having enough fluids with you is important on hot days.  
Clothing: It is essential to wear stout footwear (walking boots) for most of the year and to carry 
windproof and waterproof clothing. 
Walk leaders: The leader sets the pace of the walk. Walkers are expected to stay behind him or her. 
All walk leaders are volunteers, who have given their time to survey the walk as well as lead it on the 
day. Each leader chooses his/her own walk, and usually surveys it with another group member. We are 
always pleased to hear from people who might want to lead. If you would like to find out what it 
involves, talk to any leader or the Programme Co-ordinator. 
Dogs:  Dogs – well behaved and under control - are welcome on our walks. If in doubt, ring the walks 
leader to confirm. 

                                                        
                     

 
                                                                 

                                       The Charity Working for Walkers  Charity number 1093577 
Company limited by guarantee 4458492 - www.ramblers.org.uk 

http://www.mendipramblers.co.uk/component/content/article/3-about-us/1-welcome-to-our-group-website.html
http://www.mendipramblers.co.uk/component/content/article/3-about-us/1-welcome-to-our-group-website.html
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/

