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SUMMER/AUTUMN PROGRAMME 
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MENDIP RAMBLERS FREE WALKING FESTIVAL  
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH CHEDDAR WALKING 

COME AND JOIN US ON 27, 28 AND 29 AUGUST 
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Walks in this programme include: 
Festival walks in August and September 
The last four legs of the White Horse Trail with Bob and Rosemary: August to November 
Three cup of tea walks, led by Mary D and Val and Trevor: August, October and November 
Going Ridgeways and chalk with Laurence: 4 September 
A pub walk led by Margaret and Vivyan: 16 September 
For cider, bread and cheese, join Brian U: 7 October 
 
 

COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

27 – 29 August 2016 Mendip Walking Festival  
The Walking Festival, in partnership with Cheddar Walking, takes place over the August Bank 
Holiday weekend with all walks starting from the Scout Hut behind the Cheddar First School. 
Refreshments are available after each walk and donations of cakes will be warmly welcomed.  
Parking at the First School is limited, but other signed parking will be near the war memorial 
(loaned by Kings of Wessex Academy) and at the premises of Vado Ltd. on a nearby industrial 
estate.  
Please arrive in good time and allow up to 10 minutes to walk from your car to the Scout Hut. 
For those interested, Cheddar Walking are considering an informal gathering on either 
Saturday or Sunday evening, probably at a local pub. Details will be available at the Festival. 
 

Sunday 18 September 2016 Somer Valley Walking Festival Sunday  
This year sees a new walking festival taking place in the Somer Valley, the area south of Bath 
and centred on Radstock and Midsomer Norton. The Wellow Brook and Cam Brook both run in 
deep valleys and the area is well serviced with footpaths including the Limestone Link. The 
area has many industrial remains linked to the North Somerset coal fields and the associated 
development of roads, canals and railways. 
The local authority will be promoting the festival on www.tryactive.org and Mendip Ramblers 
and Norton-Radstock Ramblers are organising 4 walks of varying lengths.  
                Martyn 

(The details are in the walks section of the programme. They are not on the Walks Finder).                  

  
Friday 16 September pub walk 
Numbers are limited. So please book your meal with the leader by Thursday 15 September.  
Menu will be available nearer the time. 
 

Friday 7 October bread, cheese and cider walk 
For an optional ploughman’s lunch (with our without cider), please book with the leader by 
Tuesday 4 October at the latest.  

 
(The last little bit about the first steps of Mendip Ramblers will appear in the next 
programme.)  

                              
 
 

http://www.tryactive.org/
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OTHER WALKS 
 
Wednesday 21 to Wednesday 28 September 2016    Self-booking holiday 
Brittany - seven days walking in France  

We shall be stopping at Camping Le Frêche à l’Âne’ at Pléboulle in Brittany. This has camping 
as well as mobile homes for rent. Pléboulle is about 3 hours drive from Cherbourg (ferry 
from either Portsmouth or Poole) and 1 hour from St. Malo (ferry from Plymouth, Poole, 
Portsmouth or Weymouth). The site has panoramic views of the valley and surrounding 
countryside and is about 1km from the sea. Please tell us if you have an interest in attending 
so that we can judge demand.    http://www.camping-frechealane.com/index_uk.php. 

                Tony and Jane Dyson 
 

Saturday 1 April to Wednesday 5 April 2017    Spring walking weekend on 
The Isle of Wight 
Our base will be  the Shanklin Hotel for a 4 night stay. Walks planned for Sunday, Monday 
and Tuesday, with 1 long walk and 1 shorter walk per day.  
There will be a coach to take us to The Isle of Wight and back to Somerset. 
If you are interested, please go to page 19 for more information and the booking form. 

 
 
 

Sunday 30 October 2016 02:00: clocks are going back 1 hour 

 
MENDIP RAMBLERS EXTRA WALKS 
 
Thursday:  West Mendip Walkers. Every Thursday Tony Strange arranges walks for this sub 
group of Mendip Ramblers. Details are on the website. 

Sunday:  Frome Rights of Way.  Every second Sunday of the month there is an afternoon 
walk. Members of Mendip Ramblers walk with this group. Frome Rights of Way is not affiliated 
to the Ramblers. Contact Mike Plaskitt on 01373 472101 or Les Stather on 07768 556735. 

  
 

Monday 3 October 2016: Please submit your walks 
for the next programme 

 
      

    
 
 
 

Of all the paths in your life, make sure a few of them are dirt (Pinterest) 

 
 
 

http://www.camping-frechealane.com/index_uk.php
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COMMITTEE  2016: 
Chair: 
Mike Plaskitt  mike@mendipramblers.co.uk  01373 472101 
Secretary/Web Master: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
(Web Master assisted by Tony Dyson) 
Treasurer: 
Tony Dyson  tonyd@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715 
Footpath Officer East: 
Tony Parsons  admin@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 342285 
Footpath Officer West: 
Brian Underwood  brian@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 672457 
Membership Secretary: 
Mary Davis  maryd@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 342285 
Press Secretary/Publicity Officer: 
Elaine Dadley  elained@mendipramblers.co.uk 01275 461017 
Social Committee: 
Mary, Jane, and Paula jane@mendipramblers.co.uk   01761 232715 
Area Committee Rep: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
Programme Co-ordinator: 
Peggy Fortunati  peggy@mendipramblers.co.uk  01278 783270 
Committee Members: 
Jane Dyson  jane@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715 
Martyn Hart   martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk 01761 471891 
Nancy Moynihan  nancym@mendipramblers.co.uk 01458 830319 
Mo Bennett  mobennett@mendipramblers.co.uk 07557 513779 
Paula Ruddock  paula@mendipramblers.co.uk  01458 860751 
 

 

 

Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Mon 01/08/2016 

Time: 13:45 

EX142 

 

Leisurely: Cup of tea walk Stourhead 

Meet: Stourhead National Trust car park  

BA12 6SH, ST778339 

Distance: 3mi/4.8km 

Mary D  

01749 342285 

Thu 04/08/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Stratton-on-the-Fosse, Chilcompton, 

Gurneyslade Bottom and Upper Benter  

Meet: Stratton-on-the-Fosse Village Hall  

BA3 4QH, ST658510 

Distance: 6.4mi/10.3km  

Margaret P  

01761 232042 

  

mailto:mike@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:tonyd@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:admin@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:brian@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:maryd@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:elained@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:jane@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:peggy@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:jane@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:nancym@mendipramblers.co.u
mailto:mobennett@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:paula@mendipramblers.co.uk
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Sun 07/08/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Clutton, Hinton Blewett and Litton 

Meet: Clutton church  

BS39 5SH, ST623589 

Distance: 10.5mi/16.9km 

Claris 

07811 242061 

Thu 11/08/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX142  

Moderate: Stoke St. Michael, around Harridge Wood, 

Stoke Bottom  

Meet: Stoke St. Michael, Frog Lane, recr.ground car 

park 

BA3 5JL, ST660471 

Distance: 6.5mi/10.5km  

Jane D 

01761 232715 

Sun 14/08/2016 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Thu 18/08/2016 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Sun 21/08/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX156/157 

Moderate: White Horse Trail leg 9: Cherhill Circular  

Meet: Large layby on A4 opposite Cherhill village 

SN11 8UN, SU026698 

Distance: 14mi/22.5km 

Bob & Rosemary 

01749 346023 

Thu 25/08/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Castle Cary, Hadspen, Pitcmbe  

Meet: Castle Cary free public car park near fire station 

SP3 5SE, ST939322 

Distance: 6.8mi/10.9km 

Roger & Sally 

07803 791414 

Sat 27/08/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

MENDIP RAMBLERS & CHEDDAR WALKING FESTIVAL 

Strenuous. Long walk: Brinscombe, Crickham, Nyland, 

Rodney Stoke  

Meet: The Scout Hut, Cheddar First School, The Hayes 

BS27 3HN, ST455534 

Distance: 13.8mi/22.2km  

Tony S  

01934 733783  

07976 902706 

Sat 27/08/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

MENDIP RAMBLERS & CHEDDAR WALKING FESTIVAL 

Moderate. Medium walk: Strawberry Line, Callow 

Drove, Axbridge Cheddar Reservoir 

Meet: The Scout Hut, Cheddar First School, The Hayes 

BS27 3HN, ST455534 

Distance: 8.3mi/13.4km 

Janet  

01458 835238 

Sat 27/08/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

MENDIP RAMBLERS & CHEDDAR WALKING FESTIVAL 

Moderate. Short walk: Cheddar Cliffs, Black Rock, Cliff 

Road, Cheddar Gorge 

Meet: The Scout Hut, Cheddar First School, The Hayes 

BS27 3HN, ST455534 

Distance: 5.1mi/8.2km  

Jo  

01749 870813 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Sat 27/08/2016 

Time: 13:30 

EX141 

MENDIP RAMBLERS & CHEDDAR WALKING FESTIVAL 

Easy. Afternoon walk: Strawberry Line, Axbridge, 

Cheddar Reservoir 

Meet: The Scout Hut, Cheddar First School, The Hayes 

BS27 3HN, ST455534 

Distance: 4.6mi/7.4km  

Mary B  

01373 474530 

Sun 28/08/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

MENDIP RAMBLERS & CHEDDAR WALKING FESTIVAL 

Strenuous. Long walk: Ashridge Farm, Rowberrow 

Warren, Beacon Batch, Velvet Bottom  

Meet: The Scout Hut, Cheddar First School, The Hayes 

BS27 3HN, ST455534 

Distance: 11.8mi/19km 

Tony D 

01761 232715 

Sun 28/08/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

 

MENDIP RAMBLERS & CHEDDAR WALKING FESTIVAL  

Moderate. Medium walk: Mascall’s Wood, Velvet 

Bottom, Black Rock, Cheddar Cliffs 

Meet: The Scout Hut, Cheddar First School, The Hayes 

BS27 3HN, ST455534 

Distance: 8.2mi/13.2km 

Richard & Lisa 

01749 672373 

Sun 28/08/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

 

MENDIP RAMBLERS & CHEDDAR WALKING FESTIVAL 

Moderate. Short walk: Hythe Bow Bridge, Stubbington 

Drove, Middle Moor Lane 

Meet: The Scout Hut, Cheddar First School, The Hayes 

BS27 3HN, ST455534 

Distance: 5.8mi/9.3km 

Claris  

07811 242061 

Sun 28/08/2016 

Time: 13:30 

EX141 

MENDIP RAMBLERS & CHEDDAR WALKING FESTIVAL 

Moderate. Afternoon walk: Bradley Cross, Middle Down 

Drove, Totty Pot, West Mendip Way 

Meet: The Scout Hut, Cheddar First School, The Hayes 

BS27 3HN, ST455534 

Distance: 4.9mi/7.9km 

Jane D 

01761 232715 

Mon 29/08/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

MENDIP RAMBLERS & CHEDDAR WALKING FESTIVAL 

Strenuous. Long walk: Fore Cliffs, Callow Drove, Crook 

Peak, Compton Bishop, Stubbington Drove 

Meet: The Scout Hut, Cheddar First School, The Hayes 

BS27 3HN, ST455534 

Distance: 12.3mi/19.8km 

Peter B 

01935 862229 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Mon 29/08/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

MENDIP RAMBLERS & CHEDDAR WALKING FESTIVAL 

Moderate. Medium walk: Hythe Bow Bridge, Cheddar 

Yeo, Axbridge, Cheddar Reservoir 

Meet: The Scout Hut, Cheddar First School, The Hayes 

BS27 3HN, ST455534 

Distance: 7.7mi/12.4km 

Chris & Eileen 

01458 445144  

07971 237728 

Mon 29/08/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

MENDIP RAMBLERS & CHEDDAR WALKING FESTIVAL 

Moderate. Short walk: Strawberry Line, Cheddar Wood, 

Axbridge, Cheddar Reservoir 

Meet: The Scout Hut, Cheddar First School, The Hayes 

BS27 3HN, ST455534 

Distance: 6.2mi/10km 

Gill D 

01934 742508 

Mon 29/08/2016 

Time: 13:30 

EX141 

MENDIP RAMBLERS & CHEDDAR WALKING FESTIVAL 

Moderate. Afternoon walk: Cheddar Cliffs, Black Rock, 

The Pinnacles, High Rock 

Meet: The Scout Hut, Cheddar First School, The Hayes 

BS27 3HN, ST455534 

Distance: 4.3mi/6.9km 

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311 

Thu 01/09/2016 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Sun 04/09/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate: Win Green, ridgeways and chalk 

Meet: Win Green car park, left off B3081  

SP7 0EP, ST922204 

Distance: 11.5mi/18.5km 

Laurence 

07568 584994 

Mon 05/09/2016 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Thu 08/09/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate: Oakhill, Little London, Badgers Cross and 

Ashwick      Meet: Oakhill Village Hall car park  

BA3 5AN, ST633475 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km 

Les 

07768 556735 

Sun 11/09/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate: South Cadbury, Charlton Hawthorne and 

Corton Hill 

Meet: South Cadbury, Cadbury Castle car park  

BA22 7HA, ST632253 

Distance: 12mi/19.3km 

Roger & Sally 

07803 791414 

Thu 15/09/2016 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Fri 16/09/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

 

Moderate: Pub walk from Stratton-on-the-Fosse  

Meet: Stratton-on-the-Fosse Village Hall. Pub meal is at 

The Kings Arms    BA3 4QH, ST658510 

Distance: 4mi/6.4km 

Margaret P 

01761 232042 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Sun 18/09/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

SOMER VALLEY WALKING FESTIVAL 

Moderate: Radford, High Littleton and Paulton 

Meet: Radstock, The Victoria Hall 

BA3 3QG, ST689548 

Distance: 13.1m/21km 

Kathy  

07918 713240 

Sun 18/09/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142  

SOMER VALLEY WALKING FESTIVAL 

Moderate: Camerton, Paulton Basin and Clandown 

Meet: Radstock, The Victoria Hall 

BA3 3QG, ST689548 

Distance: 7.6m/21km 

Tessa 

01761 470453 

Sun 18/09/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

SOMER VALLEY WALKING FESTIVAL 

Moderate: Kilmersdon, Babington and Charlton 

Meet: Radstock, The Victoria Hall 

BA3 3QG, ST689548 

Distance: 6.6m/10.6km  

Ray 

01761 412553  

Sun 18/09/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

SOMER VALLEY WALKING FESTIVAL 

Moderate: Shoscombe, Foxcote and Lower Writhlington 

Meet: Radstock, The Victoria Hall 

BA3 3QG, ST689548 

Distance: 6.1m/9.8km 

Rose R 

01761 435178 

Thu 22/09/2016 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Sun 25/09/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Castle Cary, Shepton Montague and Bratton 

Seymour 

Meet: Castle Cary free public car park near fire station 

BA7 7EA, ST639322 

Distance: 11.5mi/18.5km 

Roger & Sally 

07803 791414 

Thu 29/09/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate: Burrington Combe and Black Down 

Meet: Burrington Combe, lower car park by cattle grid   

BS40 7AU, ST475588 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km 

Mike P 

01373 472101 

Sun 02/10/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX154/157 

Moderate: White Horse Trail leg 10: Roundway Circular 

Meet: Devizes, Folly Road  

SN10 2HS, SU017627 

Distance: 13.5mi/21.7km 

Bob & Rosemary 

01749 346023 

Mon 03/10/2016 

Time: 14:00 

EX142 

Easy: Cup of tea walk Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Meet: Stratton-on-the-Fosse Village Hall car park  

BA3 4QH, ST658510 

Distance: 3mi/4.8km 

Val & Trevor L 

01761 232311 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 06/10/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Wanstrow, Postlebury Wood, Witham Hall 

Farm, Witham Friary. Meet: Wanstrow Village Hall car 

park, Church St, Frog Lane or The Street (near The 

Pub)  

BA4 4TE, ST712417 

Distance: 7mi/11.3km  

Mo 

07557 513779 

Fri 07/10/2016 

Time: 10:30 

EX141 

 

Moderate: Cider walk, visiting Roger Wilkins' Cider 

Farm: Wedmore, Latcham, Bagley and Mudgley   

Meet: Wedmore free car park on Cheddar Road B3151  

BS28 4EE, ST438481 

Distance: 5mi/8km  

Brian U  

01749 672457 

Sun 09/10/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

 

Moderate: Ebbor Gorge, Wells, Pen Hill 

Meet: Ebbor Gorge car park  

BA5 1EL, ST521485 

Distance: 10mi/16.1km 

Jo 

01749 870813 

Thu 13/10/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate: East Harptree Woods, Richmont Castle and 

East Harptree 

Meet: East Harptree Woods car park  

BS40 6DA, ST558541 

Distance: 5.5mi/8.9km  

Kevin 

01458 830319 

07816 842127 

Thu 20/10/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX141 

Moderate: Chew Valley area and Hinton Blewett 

Meet: Herriotts Bridge (Chew Valley Lake)  

BS40 6HW, ST571581 

Distance: 6.5mi/10.5km  

Kevin 

01458 830319  

07816 842127 

Sun 16/10/2016 SOMERSET AREA WALKING WEEKEND NEWQUAY 14/10 – 17/10/2016 

Sun 23/10/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX143 

Moderate: White Horse Trail leg 11: Bulkington Circular 

Meet: Bulkington, Recreation ground  

SN10 1SJ, ST943583 

Distance: 14mi/22.5km 

Bob & Rosemary 

01749 346023 

Thu 27/10/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Walk from Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Meet: Stratton-on-the-Fosse Village Hall car park  

BA3 4QH, ST658510 

Distance: 6.5mi/10.5km 

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311 

Sun 30/10/2016 

Time: 09:30 

OL9 

Moderate: Exmoor circular  

Meet: Selworthy, overflow car park  

TA24 8TR, SS920467 

Distance: 10mi/16.1km  

Janet 

01458 835238 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 03/11/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Oakhill, Gurney Slade and Ashwick  

Meet: Oakhill Village Hall car park  

BA3 5AN, ST633475 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km 

Gus 

01749 840349  

07840 926769 

Sun 06/11/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate: Blagdon, Ubley and Compton Martin 

Meet: Blagdon, Station Road car park, next to Fire 

Station  

BS40 7RN, ST501591 

Distance: 10.5mi/16.9km 

Gus 

01749 840349 

07840 926769 

Mon 07/11/2016 

Time: 13:45 

EX142 

Leisurely: Cup of tea walk Mells  

Meet: Mells, near village shop  

BA11 3PF, ST730490 

Distance: 3mi/4.8km 

Mary D 

01749 342285 

Thu 10/11/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Alfred's Tower and Brewham  

Meet: Alfred's Tower car park  

BA10 0JS, ST749353 

Distance: 6.5mi/10.5km  

Tony P 

01749 342285 

Sun 13/11/2016 

Time: 09:30 

EX143 

Moderate: White Horse Trail leg 12: Bratton Circular  

Meet: Bratton, start from the B3098 near The Duke Pub 

BA13 4RW, ST915524 

Distance: 13mi/20.9km 

Bob & Rosemary 

01749 346023 

Thu 17/11/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Castle Cary and Yarlington Galhampton  

Meet: Castle Cary free public car park near fire station 

BA7 7EA, ST639322 

Distance: 6.8mi/10.9km 

Roger & Sally 

07803 791414 

Sun 20/11/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Cranmore, Chesterblade  

Meet: Cranmore by the duck pond  

BA4 4QL, ST669432 

Distance: 11mi/17.7km  

Mike P 

01373 472101 

Thu 24/11/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Walk from  Mells  

Meet: Mells, road near Talbot Inn  

BA11 3PW, ST727492 

Distance: 6.5mi/10.5km 

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311 

Sun 27/11/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate: Axbridge, The Perch, edges of Black Down 

and Shipham  

Meet: Cheddar Reservoir, Axbridge end  

BS26 2HG, ST439543 

Distance: 10mi/16.1km 

Jo 

01749 870813 
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset 
members or would like to comment on any current issue then please 
send them to me.  Entries for the next issue before 30th September 

please to: Joan Gubbin, Greenway Thatch, North Curry, Taunton  
TA3 6NH  Tel:  01823 490201  Email: mail@gubbin.co.uk 

 REPORT OF AREA FOOTPATH SECRETARY 
 

Section 130 Applications. A proposed diversion to avoid the obstructions at 
Lovington was agreed by Ramblers; however we still await the draft Order for 
that diversion. The longstanding obstructions to FP WN4/6 in North Brewham, 
which connects paths between the Frome and Bruton areas avoiding roads, re-
main. Both Mendip and S. Somerset agree that a Section 130 application should be 
considered. I request Area authority to take initial steps with such an application 
by letting SCC know we are considering an application if immediate progress to 
clear the obstructions is not undertaken. 
The Deregulation Act 2015 We still await the Regulations for changes to  
making alterations to the definitive map. 
High Ham Inquiry –Due to pressure of work and a reduced staff at SCC,  
Ramblers objection to the Order had still not been sent to the Planning  
Inspectorate at time of writing. A detailed case has been prepared to justify the 
continued existence of this RoW. 
Somerset Coastal Path – At the official opening of the Minehead to Brean 
Down section of the English Coastal Path on 14th March West Somerset provided 
a substantial party of real walkers to launch the path, which was well covered by 
local media. The path is fully open and well waymarked and will be followed by the 
opening of the N. Somerset section shortly. 
Cropping and Obstruction of Paths – the recent meeting of Group FPSs was 
given details of notifying such problems where they constantly occur to the Rural 
Payments Agency, which can withhold payments to landowners for such action. It 
was agreed that any regular such cases on well used paths would be notified to the 
Area FPS for reporting to the RPA if the circumstances warranted. Cropping  
obstructions should still be reported to SCC or NSC as appropriate. 
Access to ‘Access Land’ – Mendip have recently experienced a problem in  
gaining access to a substantial area of access land. See Mendip report.  The matter 
has been referred to Head Office for further advice. 
Proposed duelling of A303/A358 to the M5 in Somerset – the Highways 
Agency has again re-activated the proposal and consultants are working on the 
Sparkford – Podimore section. Somerset Ramblers have been approached and, in 
consultation with S. Somerset have indicated that we cannot comment in detail 
until proposed routes are known. However we have stated that any crossing of a 
RoW must not be at grade and the route should remain south of Steart Hill not 
north to reduce the visual and noise impact of the road. 
New SCC RoW web-site has now been launched and is a great improvement 
on the previous one and problems can be reported immediately on-line. 

  

 

Paths Obstructed by Cropping and  
Reporting Problems 

 

If you come across a problem when walking you should report it to the  
relevant highway authority. Somerset County have recently released a new 
on-line site which clearly shows all rights of way and where you can easily 
report problems on-line. North Somerset has an on-line map of all their 
rights of way and an easy way to report problems on-line. You can Google 
‘rights of way in Somerset (or North Somerset)’ to find the sites or use the 
link on the Somerset Ramblers site.  
     If you come across a path obstructed by a growing crop other than grass, 
especially crops such as maize or rape, you should report the problem on 
the on-line web-site of the relevant highway authority (Somerset County or 
North Somerset Council) so that a clear picture of this problem is made 
known. The landowner has the responsibility to clear the right of way across 
a field after cropping and should not even plough a headland path. If you 
know that this problem regularly occurs on a particular path please let your 
group Footpath Secretary know as Ramblers can report regular abuse to the 
Rural Payments Agency, from whom many landowners receive substantial 
grants, for action, as maintaining rights of way is one of the requirements of 
receiving the grant. 
 

Will the Path Disappear in 2026? 
Ramblers have launched a campaign to ensure that paths you use regularly 
will still be legally useable after 2026, when only routes recorded on the  
official definitive map will be legally available. It is worth checking that the 
paths you know in your local area are recorded on the definitive map of the 
highway authority. The on-line maps referred to above will show if the route 
is so recorded. If it is not it will need to be claimed, for which it will be  
necessary to demonstrate that the route has been used without any  
obstruction or ‘let or hindrance’ for a period of 20 years. Some paths were 
recorded by one parish, but not the adjoining parish, so that the definitive 
path stops at the boundary, others were not recorded at all, even though 
they are regularly used. If you know of any such paths your Group Footpath 
Secretary or the Area Footpath Secretary can assist in making a claim for 
that path.  
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GROUP REPORTS 
 

Mendip Group   
Membership Our membership has increased by 10 (3%) over the last year. 
Working Party Report The working party remains very busy going out every 
week. We are being kept occupied by both Somerset and B&NES 
Walking Festival  Planning for The Mendip Ramblers Walking festival at  
Cheddar on 27th, 28th and 29th of August is going well and the venue for 2017 will 
be Butleigh. 
Holidays  Our group holiday to Exmouth was a great success. Next year we will 
be all going by coach to the isle of Wight. 
A holiday in Brittany is planned for the 21st to 28th September 
Bob Berry led a group of 12 on a week in Tenbury Wells 
Tony Strange has led a holiday in the Picos de Europa for a group of walkers that 
walk on our longer Thursday walks. 
40th Anniversary  Our re walk of the inaugural walk from Wells to Croscombe, 
Dinder and back to Wells to celebrate our 40th anniversary was a great success. A 
Barn dance is being held in July. 
Access Land  A group of  walkers came across blocked access to the access land 
to the North of Rodney Stoke National Nature Reserve ST 494 505. The public 
footpath halts at the access to the access land and the farmer has blocked the  
entrance with a muck spreader. This was reported to Natural England and SCC.  
The question asked and the response from Natural England is below. 
Q. The access points that we tried to use are the correct access points. 
If they are not then please can you let me know the access points to this 
land and can you explain why the notice board shows this as an access 
point. 
A I’m afraid ‘correct access points’ under CROW don’t exist, so long as you have legal 
right of access up to the boundary of CROW access land, you have a right of access on 
to it. There is no legal obligation for an access point to be provided to CROW access 
land, but the statutory right allows suggests the public may enter on to CROW land so 
long as they do so without causing damage. 
The CROW Act is also clear that CROW users can enter access land by passing over, 
under or through any way, fence or gate as long as they do not wilfully damage the  
structure.  I suspect that the signage reference to access points was probably desirable 
when Open Access under CROW was rolled out however, it’s not an obligation conferred 
on the landowner to provide an access point to CROW land. 
Q What do we need to do to get the obstructions removed? 
A CROW is not meant to prevent any land owners etc from managing the land (which 
has OA rights) as they feel fit. The Open Access restriction regime was set up to help 
that. The erection for fencing is not prohibitive from an Open Access perspective.   

Regarding securing access, broadly our advice is that the Access Authority (Somerset 
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     In Doniford, as part of the new route, a 15 metre footbridge has been 
built over the river Swill. For the first time, this provides an easy-access 
walking route between the two sides of the village, allowing those staying at 
several nearby caravan sites to walk safely to Doniford Farm shop and café, 
the nearby halt for the West Somerset Railway, or onwards down the 
coast. It is also the first time such a major piece of infrastructure has been 
built for the England Coast Path. A local group of Ramblers celebrated by 
walking a short section of new path on their way to the event. 
     Walkers can enjoy several new sections of path between Watchet and 
East Quantoxhead, which opens up spectacular new views over the Bristol 
Channel. Somerset Wildlife Trust has also provided 7 new interpretation 
boards along the stretch, to reveal more about the stunning wildlife and 
landscape features that walkers will be able to see and enjoy along 
‘Somerset’s brilliant coast.’ 
     This new access joins existing coastal footpaths to create a stretch of 
high-quality, well-signposted coastal National Trail. Natural England  
consulted 238 landowners, including 183 businesses, and worked closely 
with Somerset County Council to plan and create the route. 
     Steve Clothier, partner at Doniford Farm Park said:  ‘Doniford Farm is 
popular with locals as well as visitors, especially families enjoying a visit to 
the coast, but most of them arrive here by car. I’m expecting the new path 
– and especially the new footbridge over the Swill – to bring lots more  
customers on foot which will be great for us and for all tourist businesses 
along the Somerset coast.’ 
     Nicky Philpott, Director of Advocacy and Engagement at the Ramblers, 
said:  ‘We’re delighted to see this new stretch of the England Coast Path 
opened in Somerset. There is huge public love for our coast and we’ve been 
leading the campaign for many years to open up our coastline for everyone 
to enjoy. Today brings us one step closer to achieving this longstanding 
Ramblers’ dream.’ 
     Michele Bowe, Somerset Wildlife Trust’s Head of Conservation said: 
‘Somerset has stunning wildlife and a rich and varied coastal landscape and 
we’ve provided some colourful interpretation boards along the coast path 
which reveal some of the features and species walkers will be able to see. 
The route will provide an enormous opportunity for all of us to enjoy the 
outdoors, get reconnected to nature and improve our health and wellbeing. 
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ENGLAND COAST PATH TAKES STEP FORWARD 
Somerset section opens 

 
Some of Somerset’s most spectacular coastline is open to the public for 
the first time following the opening of 58 miles of coast path. 
The new stretch, following two thirds of the county’s coast from Brean 
Down to Minehead, represents a significant step towards the creation of 
an England Coast Path. The longest section to be added to the national 
route so far, it was opened by Natural England’s Chairman, Andrew Sells, 
at a ceremony in Doniford. 
     Natural England is currently establishing a 2700 mile continuous path 
around the entire English coastline by 2020. Andrew Sells said: ‘The  
England Coast Path is a fabulous legacy for our great island nation and I’m 
delighted to open this new stretch in Somerset. For the first time, people 
will be able to walk the length of Somerset’s coast along a high-quality 
footpath and enjoy some stunning new views and coastal wildlife. Visits to 
the coast remain one of our most popular activities and are worth millions 
of pounds to our regional economies.’ 
     Today’s ceremony means that all Somerset’s coastline, encompassing 
glorious beaches, wonderful wildlife and dramatic views, will be open to 
everyone for the first time. Not only will it allow local people to enjoy the 
amazing landscape and seascape on their doorstep, it will draw visitors 
from far and wide, bringing people closer to nature and providing a boost 
for local businesses. 
     The 15 mile Somerset section of the South West Coast Path currently 
generates around £11.6 million a year for the regional economy, equating 
to £770,000 for every mile. If that level of success were replicated on the 
section opened today, over time it would mean the path could generate 
around £44 million for local businesses each year. 

Burnham-on-
Sea Low light-
house © Sarah 
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County Council) can try and work with the land owner to put in access points, using the 
powers and measures in Chapter III of CROW. Given that the land owner stops the  
public traversing the stone wall common sense would dictate that it’s probably in the land 
owners interest to provide an access point to CROW land. 
Sections 34 to 39 (chapter III) of CROW Act deals with access on to land and also the 
Access Authority’s (the local highway authority or National Park) powers to enforce  
access on to CROW access land. Note that the Access Authority has the ‘power’ but it is 
not an obligation or duty. 
Mendip ramblers have heard that SCC ROW team have not been able to  
persuade the land owner to clear the obstruction. 
West Somerset Group   
West Somerset Ramblers have had a very positive start to the 2016 season.  A full 
programme of Wednesday and Saturday walks continues to be well supported by 
our members.  Attendance on 
meets is as good as ever, despite a 
slight drop in membership since 
last year. The Group was well  
represented at the official opening 
of the South West Section of the 
English Coastal Path at Doniford.  
West Somerset Ramblers had 
been invited to be among the first 
walkers to cross the newly built bridge across The Swill which makes the English 
Coast Path through Somerset complete.  We were also invited to join in the  
celebrations at Doniford Farm, where a truly magnificent feast had been prepared. 
Sedgemoor Group   
We have been able to offer a full programme of walks from January and both  
Saturday and Sunday walks have been well supported with a number of new Walk 
Leaders. The shorter Saturday walks have gained numbers and in April we saw the 
start of our 4 mile evening walks followed by a pub meal, always popular. 
     To celebrate Sedgemoor’s 40th Anniversary, we began in March with a  
Memories Evening Birthday Party in Burnham on Sea. This evening was well  
supported and it was good to see past members. Two TV screens showed walks 
of the past, as well as a memories table which we were able to share with  
everyone and of course, a birthday cake! 
     When the new stretch of South West Coast Path at Brean Down was opened, 
we were asked by Natural England to take photos of the group walking for their 
website. I attended the opening at Donniford and was interviewed by BBC Points 
West which appeared in the evening news, again good publicity for the group. 
     In April our Working Party placed a commemorative Eco bench at Combwich 
Common.  The Parish were delighted with this as it is near the Steart Nature  
Reserve and will give all walkers a chance to rest their weary legs. 
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Woodspring 
Our year of 25th anniversary events is now in full swing with quite a number of 
special walks and social functions having taken place or going on in our  
programme.  We have completed a number of walks that were first led during 
the period 1991 to 1999.  We are now leading a series of walks from the period 
1999 to 2008.  It is not to anyone’s surprise that, due to massive urbanisation, a 
number of the walks have had to be amended as there are now major roads 
where quiet country lanes were.  Hopefully the final phase of the walks will not 
be so difficult to re trace. 
     Twenty-four members of the group have just returned from a most successful 
and eventful week on the beautiful Island of Madeira.  Six of the group actually 
did two weeks as a sort of advance party to find and reconnoitre some of the 
walks for the main group.  There 
were at least two walks per day 
where we were able to cover just 
about every section of the island.  The 
weather was mainly fair with a num-
ber of hot, sunny days.  The holiday 
did not go without one minor  
accident.  During the high peak walk 
one member tripped and nearly went 
over the edge of the mountain. He 
saved himself but lost his sunglasses 
and had a few lumps and bruises in-
cluding a bruised coccyx .  Not the 
place to have an accident as the 
mountain rescue can take up to 14 
hours to reach an injured person on the top. 
Footpath maintenance has continued at full pace with most of the work carried 
out involving replacement kissing gates, ped gates and bridges.  We now have a 
full arsenal of tools at our disposal to carry out any work the North Somerset 
Council give us.  We are currently looking for a replacement generator to help 
power some of our heavy electrical tools as our previous one was loaned and has 
become very unreliable.  Breaking up nearly half a metre deep concrete is no 
mean feat by hand. 
Our footpath maintenance manager,  
Martin Raines will be standing down in 
the next couple of months as he has been 
doing the job for about 10 years,  
including two years getting the  
programme off the ground.   

Martin and his wife Mary installing  
a bridge at Sand Bay. 
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Martin will still be a member of our 15 strong team but will not be taking on the 
actual liaising with NSC and directing the works.  Our team would not be where 
it is today if it had not been for Martin working tirelessly to organise the team 
and get the programme started.  The authorities, at the start were, shall we say, 
a little slow off the mark to recognise what Woodspring could offer them.  We 
now have a super relationship with NSC and work is always available for us to 
make our footpaths more accessible in North Somerset. We do have another 
leader in the offing.  David Boley has ‘very kindly’ offered to take up the post as 
manager and we all wish him luck. 

Taunton Deane Ramblers  
The Group continues to offer a programme of (normally) four walks per week.  
Efforts have been made to recruit new walk leaders.  A keen member has been 
compiling a data base of walks to offer new leaders who come forward or ‘old 
stagers’ who may appreciate taking something off the plate for a change.  We are 
aiming to attract one new walk leader on each four-monthly programme.  
Amongst the regular walks is a staged covering of the Coleridge Way. 
The Group is once again producing a calendar (this time for 2017), having sold all 
of the 2016 ones that were printed. 
We have asked our members whether they are interested in having more social 
events – at the moment we are very much a ‘walking’ group (if that makes sense). 
Some of our members held a Charity Barn Dance at North Petherton  
Community Centre in June.   
SWAG 
SWAG continues to have a good year with the majority of walks well attended. 
Additionally, people are using Facebook to pass on messages to say how much 
they have enjoyed a walk. Social media plays an important role. Not only are 
events organised, it is the most popular way for people to find out about the 
group. 
Although searches are up over the last 4 months, we are still suffering from the 
problem of retaining existing members and recruiting new ones. The challenge 
for the committee over the next three months is to find ways to increase our 
publicity. Hopefully, by the next Area meeting, we'll be able to report contin-
ued success with our walks, but more importantly an increase in membership. 
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special walks and social functions having taken place or going on in our  
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the period 1991 to 1999.  We are now leading a series of walks from the period 
1999 to 2008.  It is not to anyone’s surprise that, due to massive urbanisation, a 
number of the walks have had to be amended as there are now major roads 
where quiet country lanes were.  Hopefully the final phase of the walks will not 
be so difficult to re trace. 
     Twenty-four members of the group have just returned from a most successful 
and eventful week on the beautiful Island of Madeira.  Six of the group actually 
did two weeks as a sort of advance party to find and reconnoitre some of the 
walks for the main group.  There 
were at least two walks per day 
where we were able to cover just 
about every section of the island.  The 
weather was mainly fair with a num-
ber of hot, sunny days.  The holiday 
did not go without one minor  
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over the edge of the mountain. He 
saved himself but lost his sunglasses 
and had a few lumps and bruises in-
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hours to reach an injured person on the top. 
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Martin will still be a member of our 15 strong team but will not be taking on the 
actual liaising with NSC and directing the works.  Our team would not be where 
it is today if it had not been for Martin working tirelessly to organise the team 
and get the programme started.  The authorities, at the start were, shall we say, 
a little slow off the mark to recognise what Woodspring could offer them.  We 
now have a super relationship with NSC and work is always available for us to 
make our footpaths more accessible in North Somerset. We do have another 
leader in the offing.  David Boley has ‘very kindly’ offered to take up the post as 
manager and we all wish him luck. 

Taunton Deane Ramblers  
The Group continues to offer a programme of (normally) four walks per week.  
Efforts have been made to recruit new walk leaders.  A keen member has been 
compiling a data base of walks to offer new leaders who come forward or ‘old 
stagers’ who may appreciate taking something off the plate for a change.  We are 
aiming to attract one new walk leader on each four-monthly programme.  
Amongst the regular walks is a staged covering of the Coleridge Way. 
The Group is once again producing a calendar (this time for 2017), having sold all 
of the 2016 ones that were printed. 
We have asked our members whether they are interested in having more social 
events – at the moment we are very much a ‘walking’ group (if that makes sense). 
Some of our members held a Charity Barn Dance at North Petherton  
Community Centre in June.   
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SWAG continues to have a good year with the majority of walks well attended. 
Additionally, people are using Facebook to pass on messages to say how much 
they have enjoyed a walk. Social media plays an important role. Not only are 
events organised, it is the most popular way for people to find out about the 
group. 
Although searches are up over the last 4 months, we are still suffering from the 
problem of retaining existing members and recruiting new ones. The challenge 
for the committee over the next three months is to find ways to increase our 
publicity. Hopefully, by the next Area meeting, we'll be able to report contin-
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ENGLAND COAST PATH TAKES STEP FORWARD 
Somerset section opens 

 
Some of Somerset’s most spectacular coastline is open to the public for 
the first time following the opening of 58 miles of coast path. 
The new stretch, following two thirds of the county’s coast from Brean 
Down to Minehead, represents a significant step towards the creation of 
an England Coast Path. The longest section to be added to the national 
route so far, it was opened by Natural England’s Chairman, Andrew Sells, 
at a ceremony in Doniford. 
     Natural England is currently establishing a 2700 mile continuous path 
around the entire English coastline by 2020. Andrew Sells said: ‘The  
England Coast Path is a fabulous legacy for our great island nation and I’m 
delighted to open this new stretch in Somerset. For the first time, people 
will be able to walk the length of Somerset’s coast along a high-quality 
footpath and enjoy some stunning new views and coastal wildlife. Visits to 
the coast remain one of our most popular activities and are worth millions 
of pounds to our regional economies.’ 
     Today’s ceremony means that all Somerset’s coastline, encompassing 
glorious beaches, wonderful wildlife and dramatic views, will be open to 
everyone for the first time. Not only will it allow local people to enjoy the 
amazing landscape and seascape on their doorstep, it will draw visitors 
from far and wide, bringing people closer to nature and providing a boost 
for local businesses. 
     The 15 mile Somerset section of the South West Coast Path currently 
generates around £11.6 million a year for the regional economy, equating 
to £770,000 for every mile. If that level of success were replicated on the 
section opened today, over time it would mean the path could generate 
around £44 million for local businesses each year. 
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County Council) can try and work with the land owner to put in access points, using the 
powers and measures in Chapter III of CROW. Given that the land owner stops the  
public traversing the stone wall common sense would dictate that it’s probably in the land 
owners interest to provide an access point to CROW land. 
Sections 34 to 39 (chapter III) of CROW Act deals with access on to land and also the 
Access Authority’s (the local highway authority or National Park) powers to enforce  
access on to CROW access land. Note that the Access Authority has the ‘power’ but it is 
not an obligation or duty. 
Mendip ramblers have heard that SCC ROW team have not been able to  
persuade the land owner to clear the obstruction. 
West Somerset Group   
West Somerset Ramblers have had a very positive start to the 2016 season.  A full 
programme of Wednesday and Saturday walks continues to be well supported by 
our members.  Attendance on 
meets is as good as ever, despite a 
slight drop in membership since 
last year. The Group was well  
represented at the official opening 
of the South West Section of the 
English Coastal Path at Doniford.  
West Somerset Ramblers had 
been invited to be among the first 
walkers to cross the newly built bridge across The Swill which makes the English 
Coast Path through Somerset complete.  We were also invited to join in the  
celebrations at Doniford Farm, where a truly magnificent feast had been prepared. 
Sedgemoor Group   
We have been able to offer a full programme of walks from January and both  
Saturday and Sunday walks have been well supported with a number of new Walk 
Leaders. The shorter Saturday walks have gained numbers and in April we saw the 
start of our 4 mile evening walks followed by a pub meal, always popular. 
     To celebrate Sedgemoor’s 40th Anniversary, we began in March with a  
Memories Evening Birthday Party in Burnham on Sea. This evening was well  
supported and it was good to see past members. Two TV screens showed walks 
of the past, as well as a memories table which we were able to share with  
everyone and of course, a birthday cake! 
     When the new stretch of South West Coast Path at Brean Down was opened, 
we were asked by Natural England to take photos of the group walking for their 
website. I attended the opening at Donniford and was interviewed by BBC Points 
West which appeared in the evening news, again good publicity for the group. 
     In April our Working Party placed a commemorative Eco bench at Combwich 
Common.  The Parish were delighted with this as it is near the Steart Nature  
Reserve and will give all walkers a chance to rest their weary legs. 
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GROUP REPORTS 
 

Mendip Group   
Membership Our membership has increased by 10 (3%) over the last year. 
Working Party Report The working party remains very busy going out every 
week. We are being kept occupied by both Somerset and B&NES 
Walking Festival  Planning for The Mendip Ramblers Walking festival at  
Cheddar on 27th, 28th and 29th of August is going well and the venue for 2017 will 
be Butleigh. 
Holidays  Our group holiday to Exmouth was a great success. Next year we will 
be all going by coach to the isle of Wight. 
A holiday in Brittany is planned for the 21st to 28th September 
Bob Berry led a group of 12 on a week in Tenbury Wells 
Tony Strange has led a holiday in the Picos de Europa for a group of walkers that 
walk on our longer Thursday walks. 
40th Anniversary  Our re walk of the inaugural walk from Wells to Croscombe, 
Dinder and back to Wells to celebrate our 40th anniversary was a great success. A 
Barn dance is being held in July. 
Access Land  A group of  walkers came across blocked access to the access land 
to the North of Rodney Stoke National Nature Reserve ST 494 505. The public 
footpath halts at the access to the access land and the farmer has blocked the  
entrance with a muck spreader. This was reported to Natural England and SCC.  
The question asked and the response from Natural England is below. 
Q. The access points that we tried to use are the correct access points. 
If they are not then please can you let me know the access points to this 
land and can you explain why the notice board shows this as an access 
point. 
A I’m afraid ‘correct access points’ under CROW don’t exist, so long as you have legal 
right of access up to the boundary of CROW access land, you have a right of access on 
to it. There is no legal obligation for an access point to be provided to CROW access 
land, but the statutory right allows suggests the public may enter on to CROW land so 
long as they do so without causing damage. 
The CROW Act is also clear that CROW users can enter access land by passing over, 
under or through any way, fence or gate as long as they do not wilfully damage the  
structure.  I suspect that the signage reference to access points was probably desirable 
when Open Access under CROW was rolled out however, it’s not an obligation conferred 
on the landowner to provide an access point to CROW land. 
Q What do we need to do to get the obstructions removed? 
A CROW is not meant to prevent any land owners etc from managing the land (which 
has OA rights) as they feel fit. The Open Access restriction regime was set up to help 
that. The erection for fencing is not prohibitive from an Open Access perspective.   

Regarding securing access, broadly our advice is that the Access Authority (Somerset 
2 7 

  

The Ramblers website can be found at: www.ramblers.org.uk 
Area website is at: www.somersetramblers.co.uk 

7 

     In Doniford, as part of the new route, a 15 metre footbridge has been 
built over the river Swill. For the first time, this provides an easy-access 
walking route between the two sides of the village, allowing those staying at 
several nearby caravan sites to walk safely to Doniford Farm shop and café, 
the nearby halt for the West Somerset Railway, or onwards down the 
coast. It is also the first time such a major piece of infrastructure has been 
built for the England Coast Path. A local group of Ramblers celebrated by 
walking a short section of new path on their way to the event. 
     Walkers can enjoy several new sections of path between Watchet and 
East Quantoxhead, which opens up spectacular new views over the Bristol 
Channel. Somerset Wildlife Trust has also provided 7 new interpretation 
boards along the stretch, to reveal more about the stunning wildlife and 
landscape features that walkers will be able to see and enjoy along 
‘Somerset’s brilliant coast.’ 
     This new access joins existing coastal footpaths to create a stretch of 
high-quality, well-signposted coastal National Trail. Natural England  
consulted 238 landowners, including 183 businesses, and worked closely 
with Somerset County Council to plan and create the route. 
     Steve Clothier, partner at Doniford Farm Park said:  ‘Doniford Farm is 
popular with locals as well as visitors, especially families enjoying a visit to 
the coast, but most of them arrive here by car. I’m expecting the new path 
– and especially the new footbridge over the Swill – to bring lots more  
customers on foot which will be great for us and for all tourist businesses 
along the Somerset coast.’ 
     Nicky Philpott, Director of Advocacy and Engagement at the Ramblers, 
said:  ‘We’re delighted to see this new stretch of the England Coast Path 
opened in Somerset. There is huge public love for our coast and we’ve been 
leading the campaign for many years to open up our coastline for everyone 
to enjoy. Today brings us one step closer to achieving this longstanding 
Ramblers’ dream.’ 
     Michele Bowe, Somerset Wildlife Trust’s Head of Conservation said: 
‘Somerset has stunning wildlife and a rich and varied coastal landscape and 
we’ve provided some colourful interpretation boards along the coast path 
which reveal some of the features and species walkers will be able to see. 
The route will provide an enormous opportunity for all of us to enjoy the 
outdoors, get reconnected to nature and improve our health and wellbeing. 
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset 
members or would like to comment on any current issue then please 
send them to me.  Entries for the next issue before 30th September 

please to: Joan Gubbin, Greenway Thatch, North Curry, Taunton  
TA3 6NH  Tel:  01823 490201  Email: mail@gubbin.co.uk 

 REPORT OF AREA FOOTPATH SECRETARY 
 

Section 130 Applications. A proposed diversion to avoid the obstructions at 
Lovington was agreed by Ramblers; however we still await the draft Order for 
that diversion. The longstanding obstructions to FP WN4/6 in North Brewham, 
which connects paths between the Frome and Bruton areas avoiding roads, re-
main. Both Mendip and S. Somerset agree that a Section 130 application should be 
considered. I request Area authority to take initial steps with such an application 
by letting SCC know we are considering an application if immediate progress to 
clear the obstructions is not undertaken. 
The Deregulation Act 2015 We still await the Regulations for changes to  
making alterations to the definitive map. 
High Ham Inquiry –Due to pressure of work and a reduced staff at SCC,  
Ramblers objection to the Order had still not been sent to the Planning  
Inspectorate at time of writing. A detailed case has been prepared to justify the 
continued existence of this RoW. 
Somerset Coastal Path – At the official opening of the Minehead to Brean 
Down section of the English Coastal Path on 14th March West Somerset provided 
a substantial party of real walkers to launch the path, which was well covered by 
local media. The path is fully open and well waymarked and will be followed by the 
opening of the N. Somerset section shortly. 
Cropping and Obstruction of Paths – the recent meeting of Group FPSs was 
given details of notifying such problems where they constantly occur to the Rural 
Payments Agency, which can withhold payments to landowners for such action. It 
was agreed that any regular such cases on well used paths would be notified to the 
Area FPS for reporting to the RPA if the circumstances warranted. Cropping  
obstructions should still be reported to SCC or NSC as appropriate. 
Access to ‘Access Land’ – Mendip have recently experienced a problem in  
gaining access to a substantial area of access land. See Mendip report.  The matter 
has been referred to Head Office for further advice. 
Proposed duelling of A303/A358 to the M5 in Somerset – the Highways 
Agency has again re-activated the proposal and consultants are working on the 
Sparkford – Podimore section. Somerset Ramblers have been approached and, in 
consultation with S. Somerset have indicated that we cannot comment in detail 
until proposed routes are known. However we have stated that any crossing of a 
RoW must not be at grade and the route should remain south of Steart Hill not 
north to reduce the visual and noise impact of the road. 
New SCC RoW web-site has now been launched and is a great improvement 
on the previous one and problems can be reported immediately on-line. 

  

 

Paths Obstructed by Cropping and  
Reporting Problems 

 

If you come across a problem when walking you should report it to the  
relevant highway authority. Somerset County have recently released a new 
on-line site which clearly shows all rights of way and where you can easily 
report problems on-line. North Somerset has an on-line map of all their 
rights of way and an easy way to report problems on-line. You can Google 
‘rights of way in Somerset (or North Somerset)’ to find the sites or use the 
link on the Somerset Ramblers site.  
     If you come across a path obstructed by a growing crop other than grass, 
especially crops such as maize or rape, you should report the problem on 
the on-line web-site of the relevant highway authority (Somerset County or 
North Somerset Council) so that a clear picture of this problem is made 
known. The landowner has the responsibility to clear the right of way across 
a field after cropping and should not even plough a headland path. If you 
know that this problem regularly occurs on a particular path please let your 
group Footpath Secretary know as Ramblers can report regular abuse to the 
Rural Payments Agency, from whom many landowners receive substantial 
grants, for action, as maintaining rights of way is one of the requirements of 
receiving the grant. 
 

Will the Path Disappear in 2026? 
Ramblers have launched a campaign to ensure that paths you use regularly 
will still be legally useable after 2026, when only routes recorded on the  
official definitive map will be legally available. It is worth checking that the 
paths you know in your local area are recorded on the definitive map of the 
highway authority. The on-line maps referred to above will show if the route 
is so recorded. If it is not it will need to be claimed, for which it will be  
necessary to demonstrate that the route has been used without any  
obstruction or ‘let or hindrance’ for a period of 20 years. Some paths were 
recorded by one parish, but not the adjoining parish, so that the definitive 
path stops at the boundary, others were not recorded at all, even though 
they are regularly used. If you know of any such paths your Group Footpath 
Secretary or the Area Footpath Secretary can assist in making a claim for 
that path.  
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SPRING WALKING WEEKEND 2017 
From Saturday 1st April to Wednesday 5th April 

At the Shanklin Hotel on the Isle of Wight 
4 nights stay and 3 days walking 

 
We are planning two walks, one long walk and one shorter walk on Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday. 
The cost will be £200.00 per person sharing a twin or double room and £250.00 for a single, 
for dinner, bed and breakfast. It will include transport by coach to and from the Isle of Wight, 
picking up from Street, Glastonbury, Wells, Shepton Mallet and Frome and on two days to 
take us to and from the walks. 
All those who wish to come, please send a deposit of £50.00 per person by 23rd of September. 
The deposit is non-refundable, UK holiday insurance is advisable.  
Please pay by bank transfer if possible, to MENDIP RAMBLERS at the Ramblers Association 
bank group account SORT CODE 60-83-01, ACCOUNT No. 20118105 (reference IOW) or 
enclose a cheque with your application form to our treasurer Tony Dyson, Red Roofs, Stratton 
Road, Holcombe, Somerset BA3 5ED. The balance is due to be paid by 23rd December 2016. 

 
Please fill in the application form below and send to the above address or email the 
information to Tony Dyson. 

 

 
SPRING WEEKEND HOLIDAY 

 
 
Name(s):    RA membership number(s): 
 
 
Address:     Phone: 
 
     Mobile: 
 
     Email: 
 
 
Preferred room type: Double / Twin / Single If sharing, with whom: 
 
 
Please indicate accordingly:        Cheque enclosed    I have paid by bank transfer 
 
Any queries to: Tony P, Mary D, Paula R 
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 MENDIP RAMBLERS 
  
Our walks    Our walks are open to anyone interested.  Newcomers are welcome to join us for two or 
three walks without commitment. After that they may be asked to become a member of the Ramblers.  
Our programme    We aim to give full and accurate details of our walks so that members can choose 
walks to their liking and within their capabilities. We have a programme with regular Thursday and 
Sunday walks. Sometimes there are Friday walks. We have social events, weekends away and 
holidays. All details can be found in the programme. 
Where?    We walk almost anywhere in Mendip and surrounding areas. Routes avoid roads as far as 
possible, using footpaths and bridleways. 
What time and how long?    Thursday walks start at 10.00am and are usually about 6 miles, finishing 
at around 2pm. They are walked at a slower pace than the Sunday walks. We have a coffee stop at 
11am and a lunch break at around 12.30 or 1pm. Sunday walks  start at 10.00am and are usually 
about 10 miles, finishing at around 4.00pm. They are walked at a faster pace than our Thursday walks.  
We have a coffee stop at 11am and a lunch break at around 12.30 or 1pm. We may also stop for a 
short mid-afternoon break on our longer walks. 
Terrain    Walks are described as flat, undulating or hilly. Mud can be expected, except in urban areas.  
Meeting for a walk    The grid reference on the walk programme is the official meeting point.  The 
postcode is also given; this is an approximate indicator to the starting point.  Walks start on time, so be 
there at least 10 minutes early to give you time to get ready.  
Refreshments on walks    Bring food and drink with you for the morning stop and the lunch break.  
Having enough fluids with you is important on hot days.  
Clothing    It is essential to wear stout footwear (walking boots) for most of the year and to carry 
windproof and waterproof clothing. 
Walk leaders    The leader sets the pace of the walk. Walkers are expected to stay behind him or her. 
All walk leaders are volunteers, who have given their time to survey the walk as well as lead it on the 
day. Each leader chooses his/her own walk, and usually surveys it with another group member. We are 
always pleased to hear from people who might want to lead. If you would like to find out what it 
involves, talk to any leader or the Programme Co-ordinator. 
Dogs    Dogs – well behaved and under control - are welcome on our walks. If in doubt, ring the walks 
leader to confirm. 
 

http://www.mendipramblers.co.uk/
http://www.mendipramblers.co.uk/component/content/article/3-about-us/1-welcome-to-our-group-website.html
http://www.mendipramblers.co.uk/component/content/article/3-about-us/1-welcome-to-our-group-website.html

