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1976 – The last bit about the beginning of Mendip Ramblers  
 
The next letter (possibly in August) announced the first General Meeting of the Group.    
Date: 9th September, time: 7.30pm, venue: The Teachers Centre, Portway, Wells. 
On the agenda was the adoption of a Constitution for the group and the election of Officers 
and Committee and any other relevant business. The group had to elect a chairman, a 
secretary, a treasurer, a footpaths officer and four other Committee Members.   
The letter continued with In order to have continuity, a further programme of events has been 
arranged up to the end of October.  (Follows a programme of 6 walks) 
 
October 1976. The first AGM was held, the Committee re-elected and the first Footpaths 
Officer elected: Miss E. Goold. The committee expressed the hope that some footpath 
clearance may be attempted soon, when volunteers will be necessary. 
A programme was set up to cover the months November 1976 to March 1977. 
It comprised 13 walks with distances of about 4, 5, 6 or 7 miles. Two walks were 8 miles long.  
The letter finished with I am sure you will agree we have had some excellent walks this year 
so far and our thanks go to the various Leaders.  
 
That was 40 years ago, the start of Mendip Ramblers. 
 
It is now 2016 and we are still walking. From 90 members in 1976 we are now 331 strong.  
 
Mendip’s interesting history reveals how things have evolved. To name a few, from 1976 
onward:  
40 people at the AGM  -   taking active part in discussions about Exmoor National Park  -  
contributions to car owners for lifts to the start of a walk (4p per mile for petrol)  -    social 
evenings  -  barn dances  -  sponsored walks for charities  -  joint walks with other groups  -  
weekends away  -  from ‘no dogs please’ to dog friendly  -  Frome & District Rights of Way 
Association  -  Cheddar footpath walks  –  ‘more leaders please’  -  East Mendip Way  -  
contributions to car drivers 20p per mile (1996)  -  Family Rambling Day  -  eclipse walk 
Charmouth  -  working parties  -  start of Mendip website  -  Mendip Walking Festivals (15 so 
far)  - walks on Sundays and Thursdays  -   Monday cup of tea walks  -   Friday pub walks  -   
Saturday walks  -  the Mendip Ring  -   spring walking weekends  -   Isle of Wight  -   White 
Horse Trail  -   the programme in black and white  -   the programme in colour  -   our own 
logo …………. 
 
What’s to stop us?  
 
As Charles Dickens said:  

The sum of the whole is this: walk and be happy; walk and be healthy. The best 
way to lengthen out our days is to walk steadily and with a purpose 
 

 
 

 
(Photo: Steven Down) 
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Walks in this programme include: 
Christmas walk with lunch afterwards: 15 December 2016. Mary, Tony and Paula in charge 
Two walks starting from the oldest youth hostel: 5 January and 16 March 2017 
Two Bristol Triangular Walks with Bob and Rosemary: 4 and 11 February 2017 
Cerne Abbas to Dorset Gap walk, Laurence leading: 19 March 2017 
A “wild wood” included in a ramble: Brian is your leader on 23 March 
 

Ramblers’ Festival of Winter Walks 
From 17 December 2016 to 8 January 2017 Ramblers are organising their annual Festival of 
Winter Walks. 
 
 

COMMITTEE NEWS 
 
 

A new look 
Our own logo! You will already have seen it on our website. Now it will shine on the front 
page of our programme. Designed by Brian Underwood. I hope you like the new look.                                   
                                                                                                                             

 
 
Cheddar Walking Festival 
Our Cheddar Walking Festival was a great success with plenty of walkers, peaking with over 
125 on a beautifully sunny Bank Holiday Monday. Across the three days the overall total was 
over 330 with many people choosing to walk on at least two days. Ramblers members came 
from local groups as well as from Sheffield and Sussex. The non-Ramblers members made up 
about 25% of the overall walkers. 
Our partnership with Cheddar Walking allowed them to see, at first hand, how such a festival 
is organised and they helped us by hiring the Scout Hut and arranging sufficient extra parking. 
We have since sent them a donation to help offset the costs involved. 
My thanks to everyone who helped with the organisation and running of the Festival.  
The 2017 Festival will be based at Butleigh and anyone who wants to help should let me 
know!                                           Martyn 
 
 

A day at the races 
on Thursday 1 December 2016  A group of Mendip Ramblers will be going to 
Wincanton races. So far, 31 have signed up. If you are interested,  please contact 
Mary Dadley. 
 

 
 

Walk away quietly in any direction and taste the freedom of 
the mountaineer.”  

John Muir 
 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5297.John_Muir
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CHRISTMAS WALK AND LUNCH 

Thursday 15 December 2016 
at The Red Lion, West Pennard, BA6 8NH 

Carvery and dessert @ £15.00 
 
Carvery: turkey OR beef OR roasted vegetable and Brie turnover (pasty) with all the 
trimmings (including vegetarian gravy).  Dessert: Christmas Pudding with brandy butter, 
chocolate fudge cake, fruit salad (choice of custard, cream or ice cream) or cheese and 
biscuits. Coffee or tea. 
To book your meal, please contact Paula on 01458 860751 or paularuddock@btinternet.com 
before  Monday 12 December. If possible, please pay by bank transfer: Mendip Ramblers, 
sort code 60-83-01, acc.no. 20118105  Reference: Xmas Lunch 16. 
If by cheque, please send to Tony Dyson, Red Roofs, Stratton Road, Holcombe BA3 5ED 
You will also find the menu on the website.       Details of the walk are on the walk pages 
 

 
 

Friday 13 January 2017 Mendip Ramblers Christmas Buffet 

 
Starting at 7.00pm at Holcombe Village Hall. Please bring a plate of food and 
your own drinks and glasses. There will no charge for tickets.  
Contact Jane, Mary and Paula 
 

 

The Bristol Triangular Walk (04/02/2017 and 11/02/2017) 

Bob and Rosemary will be leading The Bristol Triangular walk over two Saturdays in this 
programme. 
It is an 18 mile walk, but we have added an extra bit to Cabot’s Tower, which makes it 19.5 
miles. The idea is to park at Brislington Park and Ride and take the bus to Temple Meads 
where the walk start.  
The first leg of 9.5 miles will take us to Blaise Castle Estate, visiting St. Mary Redcliffe Church, 
the Harbourside, Avon Gorge and the Suspension Bridge, The Downs and the Blaise Castle 
Estate, before catching the bus back to Temple Meads and then to the Park and Ride. 
For the second leg we will park at the Brislington Park and Ride again and take the bus to 
Blaise Castle. 
This leg is 10 miles, starting at Blaise Castle with a visit to Badock’s Wood, Durdham Downs, 
Lovers Lane, Cabot’s tower, Christmas Steps, Castle Park and The Square. The finish is at 
Temple Meads where we take the bus back to Brislington Park and Ride. 
Although there are some footpaths on this walk, it is mainly tarmac. If you need any more 
details, just contact us.              Bob & Rosemary  
 
(This city walk was devised in 2001 by members of the Bristol Ramblers, with funding and 
assistance from Bristol City Council. It offers wonderful views within and across the city. On 
this walk one can explore the Waterfront, Durdham Downs, Avon Gorge and Blaise Castle 
Estate. There is also a runner’s version). 
 

 

mailto:paularuddock@btinternet.com
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OTHER WALKS 
 

Copper Trail 
Bob and Rosemary are planning a self-booking break to walk the 60 mile Copper Trail around 
Bodmin Moor. We intend to do this in late April 2017.  
If you are interested in coming along, please let us know by 10 January 2017 on telephone 
number 01749 346023.            Bob & Rosemary 
 

Self-booking holiday Dolgellau 

Brian Underwood is planning a self-booking holiday from 10 to 17 June 2017 based on 
Dolgellau in Snowdonia. The week would include mountain and lower level walks, an 
opportunity for cycling (they can be hired in Dolgellau) and visiting other parts of Snowdonia.  
There are good campsites in Dolgellau and plenty of holiday cottages and b&bs. 
If you are interested in joining Brian, please contact him before 15 January 2017, just to 
give him some indication as to how many people might like to come: 01749 672457 or 
b.under@tiscali.co.uk. 
                      

Friday 6 to Monday 9 October 2017 Area Weekend Charlecote  
The Area Weekend in 2017 will be held at the Charlecote Pheasant Hotel, Charlecote, 
Stratford upon Avon.   
The hotel is situated in 4 acres of its own grounds and overlooks the National Trust Charlecote 
Park. It is very close to Stratford upon Avon and not far from Leamington Spa.  
Recently the hotel has been renovated and – apart from the usual double and twin rooms – 
there is the opportunity to upgrade to either a Premier room or a Superior room. There is a 
bus stop near the hotel with a service every half hour to either historic town mentioned 
above. Basic price per person: £165.00. 
The walks will follow the usual format of 3 walks per day, probably exploring the nearby 
Cotswolds Hills and the pleasant Warwickshire countryside.  
For a booking form, please either email Peggy at pm.fortunati@seabreeze2.plus.com or 
telephone Peggy or Rod on 01278 783270. 
You can find the hotel at www.coastandcountryhotels.com. 
 

MENDIP RAMBLERS EXTRA WALKS 
 
Thursday:  West Mendip Walkers. Every Thursday Tony Strange arranges walks for this sub 
group of Mendip Ramblers. Details are on the website. 

Sunday:  Frome Rights of Way.  Every second Sunday of the month there is an afternoon 
walk. Members of Mendip Ramblers walk with this group. Frome Rights of Way is not affiliated 
to the Ramblers. Contact Mike Plaskitt on 01373 472101 or Les Stather on 07768 556735. 

 
Walk Leaders 
We always need new walk leaders. If you are new to leading walks, don’t forget: there is 
always help at hand if you need it. Let us know and we will find you a “walk buddy” to help 
you plan, prepare, recce and lead your walk.  
This list contains details about choosing the route, doing the recce etc. plus a section on what 
to do in case of injuries.  

 

mailto:b.under@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:pm.fortunati@seabreeze2.plus.com
http://www.coastandcountryhotels.com/
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Letter from Hilary 
 
29/10/16 
 
Hi Ramblers 
 
Finally a letter from sunny Scotland.  I know September was a bit damp, but not really wet, 
but October has been mostly sunny & hot.  (OK, today God is teasing me as he’s hidden the 
hills in clouds). 
First a big THANK YOU for the card, photos and garden voucher.  I hadn’t expected anything 
& was a bit overwhelmed, so I don’t think I really said thank you. 
I’ve now been up here for 2 months, as I moved in on 1st September.  I spent the first 5 
weeks “camping” upstairs as my bathroom wasn’t fitted for about 3 weeks – it was only this 
week that the towel rails & grab rails have been fitted.  I can thoroughly recommend having a 
wet room, it’s brrrriiiilllliant!!  The floor is totally non-slip & the walls are floor to ceiling 
panels, so no tiles or grouting.  I moved downstairs the 2nd week of October – quite a feat as 
the bedroom downstairs had to be cleared of boxes etc., so that my bed could be brought 
down; then all the boxes were moved upstairs.  I still haven’t unpacked half of them, but I’m 
gradually getting things sorted – it takes time & living in a place to decide where to put things 
– I think it will take me at least 6 months. 
There’s a health walking group (Step-It-Up Highland) that walks for an hour on Friday 
mornings and 2 hours on Monday mornings, finishing at a café for coffee.  The more active 
members also have an all-day walk twice a month on a Thursday.  The walks are fairly 
leisurely as they are aimed at those recovering from e.g. hip operations and we have frequent 
pauses to admire the views or look at wildlife (fauna & flora).  They are a very friendly group.  
We meet in the village at 10 am & share cars to get to the start of the walk, up to 15 miles on 
Mondays & Fridays & up to 50 miles on Thursdays (when we share the petrol costs).  
On 6th October we had a walk round Easedale, a small island near Oban off the island of Seil 
(you have to cross the Atlantic by bridge to get there!!). It was an early 9.30 am start for a 
1½ hour drive to catch the small ferry boat (only holds 12 people including the 2 boatmen).  
The weather was glorious, hot & sunny & the views were great – I felt 60 years younger, 
quite a teenager again.  We waited in the local café for the ferry back & whilst the others had 
hot drinks, I had an ice-cream – well, I was on holiday … wasn’t I?  The ferry brings over all 
the shopping & the locals have brightly coloured wheelbarrows by the island terminal to carry 
their shopping back to their homes. 
I think this walking will be enough for me, so I’ll probably not renew my Ramblers’ 
membership. 
 
Best wishes to all my rambling friends – I haven’t forgotten you. 
 
Hilary  
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COMMITTEE  2016/2017: 
 
Chair: 
Mike Plaskitt  mike@mendipramblers.co.uk  01373 472101 
Secretary:  
Janet Morland                       janet@mendipramblers.co.uk  01458 835238 
Web Master: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
Assisted by Tony Dyson) 
Treasurer: 
Tony Dyson  tonyd@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715 
Footpath Officer East: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
Footpath Officer West: 
Brian Underwood  brian@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 672457 
Membership Secretary: 
Mary Davis  maryd@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 342285 
Press Secretary/Publicity Officer: 
Elaine Dadley  elained@mendipramblers.co.uk 01275 461017 
Social Committee: 
Mary and Jane jane@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715  
Area Committee Rep: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
Programme Co-ordinator: 
Peggy Fortunati  peggy@mendipramblers.co.uk  01278 783270 
Committee Members: 
Jane Dyson  jane@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715 
Martyn Hart   martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk 01761 471891 
Nancy Moynihan  nancym@mendipramblers.co.uk 01458 830319 
Mo Bennett  mobennett@mendipramblers.co.uk 07387 088151 
Catherine Fitzgerald  catherine@mendipramblers.co.uk 07879 821977 
Colin         colin@mendipramblers.co.uk 
                              

              Monday 6 February 2017:           
Please submit your walks for the next programme 

 
       

Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 01/12/2016 DAY AT THE RACES 

Sun 04/12/2016 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Mon 05/12/2016 

Time: 13:30 

EX142 

Easy. Cup of tea walk Oakhill 

Meet: Oakhill Village Hall  

BA3 5AN, ST633475 

Distance: 3.5mi/5.6km 

Trevor & Val L  

01761 232311 

07976 629342 

  

mailto:mike@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:janet@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:tonyd@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:brian@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:maryd@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:elained@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:jane@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:peggy@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:jane@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:nancym@mendipramblers.co.u
mailto:mobennett@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:catherine@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:colin@mendipramblers.co.uk
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 08/12/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate. An Advent Amble on East Mendip Way to 

Croscombe and Dinder 

Meet: Wells, east end of Ash Lane (near Old Bristol Rd)  

BA5 2LW, ST549464 

Distance: 7mi/11.3km 

Brian U 

01749 672457 

07476 797446 

Sun 11/12/2016 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Thu 15/12/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate. Christmas Lunch walk: West Pennard 

Meet: West Pennard, The Red Lion  

BA6 8NN, ST547386 

Distance: 4.5mi/7.2km 

Tony P 

01749 342285 

07925 978991 

Sun 18/12/2016 

Time: 09:30 

EX130 

Moderate. FESTIVAL of WINTER WALKS:                    

5-Leaders walk from Steeple Langford Lakes 

Meet: Langford Lakes Nature Reserve car park  

SP3 4PA, SU037369 

Distance: 11.5mi/18.5km 

Bob & Rosemary 

01749 346023 

Thu 22/12/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. FESTIVAL of WINTER WALKS:                 

Long Barrow, Hassage, Baggridge and Norton Lane 

Meet: Wellow, old station car park  

BA2 8QB, ST738581 

Distance: 6.5mi/10.5km 

Margaret P 

01761 232042 

07910 873853 

 

Thu 29/12/2016 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Sun 01/01/2017 

Time: 11:00 

EX141 

Moderate. FESTIVAL of WINTER WALKS:                

New Year's Day walk around Glastonbury 

Meet; Glastonbury, Bretenoux Road  

BA6 8LZ, ST505380 

Distance: 8mi/12.9km 

Janet  

01458 835238 

07706 181609 

Mon 02/01/2016 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Thu 05/01/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate. FESTIVAL of WINTER WALKS:              

Street, Collard Hill, Butleigh Wootton, Millfield School 

Meet: Street, YHA Youth Hostel  

BA16 0TX, ST480345 

Distance: 7mi/11.3km 

Chris & Eileen 

01458 445144  

07971 237728 

Sun 08/01/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Strenuous. FESTIVAL of WINTER WALKS:          

Cheddar, Bradley Cross, Carscliffe and Big Stoke 

Meet: Cheddar, Silver Street, near the Gardeners Arms 

BS27 3EG, ST459539 

Distance: 9.9mi/15.9km 

Jo 

01749 870813 

07932 728617 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 12/01/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate. Priddy and Wookey Hole 

Meet: Priddy Green  

BA5 3BB, ST527510 

Distance: 6.5mi/10.5km 

Tony P 

01749 342285 

07752 689629 

Sun 15/01/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Nunney, Leighton, Whatley 

Meet: Nunney Quarry car park  

BA11 4NL, ST735457 

Distance: 9mi/14.5km 

Alice 

01373 474695  

07449 302044 

 

Thu 19/01/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Wellow and Hinton Charterhouse 

Wellow, old station car park  

BA2 8QB, ST738581 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km  

Mike P 

01373 472101 

07711 090656 

 

Sun 22/01/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Ammerdown, Buckland Dinham, Hardington 

and Hemmington.  Meet: Terry Hill cross roads - jct of 

A362, A366 and B3139 at top entrance to Ammerdown 

Estate   BA3 5UG, ST715534     

Distance: 10mi/16.1km 

Claris 

07811 242061 

 

Thu 26/01/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Walk in Holcombe area 

Meet: Holcombe Village Hall. Park on roads around 

Holcombe BA3 5EW, ST671499 

Distance: 6.5mi/10.5km 

Jane D 

01761 232715 

07922 233401 

 

Sun 29/01/2017 

Time: 09:30 

EX142  

Moderate. Upton Noble and The Brewhams 

Meet: Upton Noble School  

BA4 6AU, ST713392 

Distance: 11mi/17.7km  

Bob & Rosemary 

01749 346023 

 

Thu 02/02/2017 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Sat 04/02/2017 

Time: 09:30 

EX155 

Moderate. Bristol Triangular Walk Leg 1: Temple Meads 

to Blaise Castle Estate  

Meet: Brislington Park and Ride  

BS4 5RU, ST627700 

Distance: 9.5mi/15.3km 

Bob & Rosemary 

01749 346023 

 

Sun 05/02/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Strenuous. Priddy, Westbury, Wookey Hole 

Meet: Priddy, "old" New Inn on Priddy Green  

BA5 3BB, ST527510 

Distance: 9.2mi/14.8km 

Jo 

01749 870813 

07932 728617 

Mon 06/02/2017 

Time: 13:45 

EX142 

Moderate. Cup of tea walk Nunney 

Meet: Nunney Quarry car park  

BA11 4NL, ST735457 

Distance: 3mi/4.8km 

Mary D 

01749 342285 

07951 467453 

 

  



 

 

 10 

Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 09/02/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX154/155 

Moderate. Farmborough, Clutton and High Littleton 

Meet: Farmborough Church car park, Church Lane  

BA2 0AJ, ST661606 

Distance: 7mi/11.3km 

Martyn H 

01761 471891   

07986 621017 

 

Sat 11/02/2017 

Time: 09:30 

EX155  

Moderate. Bristol Triangular Walk Leg 2: Blaise Castle 

Estate to Temple Meads 

Meet: Brislington Park and Ride  

BS4 5RU, ST627700 

Distance: 10mi/16.1km 

Bob & Rosemary 

01749 346023 

 

Sun 12/02/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Ditcheat to Small Down 

Meet: Ditcheat, Harvester Yard 

BA4 6RB, ST624363 

Distance: 11.5mi/18.5km 

Roger 

07803 791414 

 

Thu 16/02/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Stour Valley Way, Gasper, Monarchs Way 

Meet: Stourhead NT car park (charges may apply) 

BA12 6SH, ST778339 

Distance: 6.2mi/10km 

Mo 

07387 088151 

 

Sun 19/02/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Rode, Norton St. Philip and Farleigh 

Hungerford.  Meet:  A36 at the end of Branch Road 

leading to Hinton Charterhouse  

BA2 7TE, ST780591 

Distance: 11mi/17.7km 

Mike P 

01373 472101 

07711 090656 

 

Thu 23/02/2017 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Sun 26/02/2017 

Time: 09:30 

EX143 

Moderate. Hensford Marsh and The Deverills 

Meet: Smallbrook Meadows Nature Reserve, Warminster  

BA12 9LD, ST880443 

Distance: 12.5mi/20.1km 

Bob & Rosemary 

01749 346023 

 

Thu 02/03/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate. Stockhill Wood, Dursdon Drove and Priddy 

Stockhill Wood car park  

BA5 3AS, ST549513 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km  

Gus 

01749 840349  

07840 926769 

 

Sun 05/03/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142  

Moderate. Gare Hill, East Woodlands and Tytherington 

(incl. section of Mendip Ring)  

Meet: Deerwood Common, small car park off the track 

leading to Witham Park Farm    BA11 5HR, ST771389 

Distance: 11.5mi/18.5km 

Gus 

01749 840349  

07840 926769 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Mon 06/03/2017 

Time: 13:30 

EX142 

Leisurely. Cup of tea walk Radstock  

Meet: Radstock Recreation Ground car park  

BA3 3RQ, ST687549 

Distance: 3mi/4.8km 

Jane D 

01761 232715 

07922 233401 

 

Thu 09/03/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Mells, Conduit Bridge, Buckland Dinham, 

Great Elm and Wadbury Valley 

Meet: Mells, Talbot Inn  

BA11 3PW, ST727492 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km 

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311 

07976 629342 

 

Sun 12/03/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Ditcheat to Pilton 

Meet: Ditcheat, Harvester Yard  

BA4 6RB, ST624363 

Distance: 11.5mi/18.5km 

Roger 

07803 791414 

 

Thu 16/03/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate. Compton Dundon circle 

Meet: Street, YHA Youth Hostel  

BA16 0TX, ST480345 

Distance: 7.2mi/11.6km 

Dave D & Colin  

01963 351077 

07816 844345 

 

Sun 19/03/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX117 

Strenuous. Cerne Abbas to Dorset Gap 

Meet: Cerne Abbas ST663014, NOT the Giant viewpoint 

car park but 200yds down minor road, leading south 

from the viewpoint, then on LEFT 

DT2 7GY, ST663014 

Distance: 13.5mi/21.7km 

Laurence 

07568 584994 

 

Thu 23/03/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate. Ramble to Dinder, Worminster Down and the 

"wild wood"  

Meet: Wells, east end of Ash Lane (near Old Bristol 

Road)  BA5 2LW, ST549464 

Distance: 7mi/11.3km 

Brian U 

01749 672457 

07476 797446 

 

Sun 26/03/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate. Axbridge, Cheddar Wood, Crook Peak 

Meet: Axbridge, free car park  

BS26 2WJ, ST431545 

Distance: 10mi/16.1km 

Janet  

01458 835238 

07706 181609 

 

Thu 30/03/2017 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Oakhill and Maesbury Castle 

Oakhill Village Hall  

BA3 5AN, ST633475 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km 

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311 

07976 629342 
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset 
members or would like to comment on any current issue then please 
send them to me.  Entries for the next issue before 30th December 

please to: Joan Gubbin, email: mail@gubbin.co.uk 
 

Company Registration No 4458492.   Registered Charity in England & Wales No: 1093577.   Registered charity in Scotland, 

 REPORT OF AREA FOOTPATH SECRETARY 
 

Section 130 Applications. The longstanding obstructions to FP WN4/6 in 
North Brewham, which connects paths between the Frome and Bruton areas 
avoiding roads, remain. At the last meeting I was authorised to proceed with a 
Section 130 Order. As a first step I notified Peter Hobley of SCC of our intention. 
He has undertaken to review the progress on clearing the obstructions with his 
relevant warden. After discussion with reps. For S. Somerset and Mendip I will 
wait 3 months for action, failing which I will start the formal Section 130 process. 
The Deregulation Act 2015 We still await the Regulations for changes to  
making alterations to the definitive map, which appear to have been further  
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reluctance to use volunteers.    Carl Earl 

  

 

 

Vanessa Griffiths appointed Chief Executive 
 

Vanessa joins the Ramblers from National Trust Wales, where she is responsible for 
leading the North Wales team of staff and 
volunteers. With more than 10 years  
experience in the charity sector, Vanessa 
has also previously successfully led 
Groundwork North Wales - a social  
enterprise working with disadvantaged 
individuals and communities to help them 
to improve their own lives through the 
creation of green spaces, green jobs and 
green energy. Before this she was a senior 
civil servant in the Welsh government, where she was responsible for economic 
development and business support. 
     Des Garrahan, Chair of the Ramblers Board of Trustees, said ‘We are delighted 
that Vanessa Griffiths is joining us as our new chief executive and we extend a warm  
welcome to the Ramblers. Vanessa has a long history of caring for landscapes and 
helping connect people with place, which stands her in good stead as the lead of 
Britain’s walking charity. 
 

Area 2017 AGM, 18th February at Nether Stowey 
Hosted by Sedgemoor Group at St Mary’s Church Centre, there will be a walk  
starting at 10.30am followed by time to eat packed lunches before the meeting 
which starts at 2pm.  The speaker will be Chris Siddaway, who will talk about  
Somerset history and culture in a humorous and interesting style together with a 
slide presentation.  A good turnout would be appreciated! 
Area Secretary needed  We will need to elect a new Area Secretary to replace 
David Thompson who moves on to the position of Chairman. Proposers and  
seconders please for this important post.  Contact David Thompson via the area 
website to find out what the job entails if you are interested. 
 

Newsletter editor  
The current newsletter editor is moving out of the area and we need a replacement. 
Anyone prepared to take on the role please contact Joan Gubbin by email on 
mail@gubbin.co.uk if you are interested.  Full briefing on what is required will be 
given.  
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GROUP REPORTS 
 

Mendip Group   
Membership: Our membership has decreased by 7 (-1%) over the last year 
Working Party Report: We have been asked to survey and waymark the East 
Mendip Way.The working party remains very busy going out every week. We are 
being kept occupied by both Somerset and B&NES 
Walking Festival: A very successful walking festival was held at Cheddar with 
over 300 walkers over the three days. Next year’s festival will be at Butleigh 
Holidays: Eleven ramblers had a very good holiday in Brittany in September. 
Access Land: The blocked access to the access land to the North of Rodney 
Stoke National Nature Reserve ST 494 505 has been cleared. 
Sedgemoor Group   
This summer has been a busy one for the group. As well as a full programme of 
walks, we held our first walking festival at Nether Stowey on June 11th & 12th. We 
were very pleased with the attendance and welcomed walkers from Kent and 
Berkshire.  We have decided to hold another festival in June 2017. 
     In July we enjoyed our summer outing to the Malvern Hills, travelling by coach.  
Three walks had been arranged, something for everyone.  We were blessed with 
good weather and after the walks, all retired to Weatherspoons for a ‘rest and be 
thankful’ meal followed by a quiet journey home by coach as most folk were 
asleep!  Thanks to Ed Levy for organising this enjoyable day out and to the walk 
leaders Alan & Sara & Mike. 
     Also in July we held our summer lunch at the Chairman’s house preceded by a 
walk. It was a full garden of attendees where Jenny, our host, worked her magic 
with the food, assisted by her dedicated helpers. 
    Our Working Party cleared an overgrown path at Bawdrip, which had been out 
of commission for about 8 years.  Job well done before taking a Summer break. 
The 10-day Group Walking Holiday this September was to Austria which was  
enjoyed by the 9 people involved. 
West Somerset Group   
West Somerset Ramblers have had a busy and very successful year.  In addition to 
a full programme of Wednesday and Saturday walks, we have also travelled further 
afield.  Membership is increasing gradually, and attendance at meets is generally 
good, without becoming unmanageable in size. 
     This year, the group has organised two ‘Away Days’.  Both Westward Ho and 
Bath proved to be popular.  Three walks were arranged at each venue to cater for 
all walking abilities.  At Westward Ho, excellent weather and beautiful wildflowers 
along the coast path made the walk memorable for all.  The visit to Bath was so 
different and members particularly enjoyed the contrasts they experienced.  The 
City’s limestone environment was such a change from our more normal venues on 

the wilds of Exmoor.  Plans for a Group Holiday in St. Mawes, later in the 
year, are well underway. 2 7 
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Our final walk on the Saturday morning 
was, once again, from Alieza up into the 
hills with some strenuous climbing, and 
we eventually, after 13kms, arrived at a 
Cider factory where we quenched our thirst and partook of cold meats and cheese. 
Just as we were about to leave it started to drizzle so many of us put our  
wet-weather gear on and cursed that we had another 13kms to get back. To our 
surprise, and joy, around the first bend in the road were parked two buses to take 
us into Potes. Such relief! The hospitality at Casa Gustavo was superb; the house 
can accommodate up to 14 people and has a variety of rooms, each with its own 
individual character. The food was good, provincial and international dishes were 
prepared especially for us. Local wines and beer were included with dinner and  
no-one was left hungry or thirsty! Picnic lunches were included on all walking days. 
Details of Casa Gustavo, and walking holidays can be found at http://picos-
accommodation.co.uk/walking. Flights to Santander or Oviedo are probably more 
convenient and require much less travelling time to/from Casa Gustavo. 
 

PICTURES FROM THE 2016 AREA HOLIDAY 

Right: On the top of 
Brown Willie,  
Bodmin Moor. 
Below: Trenance 
Point above High 
Cove. 

Below: On the way 
to Morgan Porth. 
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WALKING IN THE PICOS DE EUROPA 
The website said ‘If you like walking in small groups, in good company, amid  
stunning scenery, read on.....From ambling through shady woods and flower-
strewn meadows, trekking the Scottish Highland like Cordillera Cantabrica to 
scrambling on high limestone peaks, the Picos de Europa have something to suit 
every level of walker. Our intimate knowledge of both the high and low terrain is 
probably unsurpassed.’ Encouraged by such a description a group of 12 from West 
Mendip Walkers signed-up for a week’s walking the last week of May (2016). We 
flew in to Bilbao where we were met by Mike and Pieter our guides for the week, 
and were taken on a two and one-half hour drive to our accommodation (Casa 
Gustavo) in Alieza just outside Potes. 
We stayed with Mike and Lisa, in their 15th century renovated farmhouse and we 
took daily walks in the valleys, along the ridges and high up above the tree line. 
We walked the magnificent Cares Gorge, an awe-inspiring 2,000 metre deep cleft 
between two high massifs with an amazing footpath hewn from the rocky sides. 

The highest parts of the ranges are where 
limestone pavements and jagged peaks are 
the home to wild creatures such as mountain 
Chamoix, Griffon Vultures and Golden  
Eagles. Brown bears and wolves still inhabit 
these mountains. The daily walking was varied 
and ranged from valley walks to hikes high 
above the tree line. Some walks found us 
passing through remote villages where time 
seems to have stood still and the luxuries of 
the 21st century are only just beginning to 

appear, such as paved roads and electricity. To reach the highest parts of the cen-
tral range, there was a spectacular cable car that whisked us up over 1,830m in 
one sweep. This was arranged for us on Day-1of our adventure as there was talk 
of the weather deteriorating as the week progressed although this did not  
eventuate. However, the cable car was only one-way and we walked back down 
the mountain and took in the magnificent scenery, and caught sight of Chamoix on 
the ridges, and reflections of snow covered peaks in the mountain pools.   
Day-2 was the toughest of the week. We walked from Alieza immediately after 
breakfast at9.30a.m. and made an ascent of 1,100m and experienced what was for 
us some of the most stunning scenery, and the flora of the wild hay meadows 
(calcareous) was particularly lovely. We saw many species of wild orchids and 
other wild flowers and beautiful grasses. We staggered back in around 6.30p.m. 
very weary and in much need of a beer or glass of wine. 
We walked every day in different parts of the Picos, and were blessed with  
excellent weather throughout save for the Saturday afternoon after we had been 
dropped off in Potes. 
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Woodspring 
Woodspring has continued with a full programme of walks throughout the  
summer. The input of new walk leaders over the past year has been very  
encouraging and now a new initiative has been put in place for future programmes.  
It is intended to have a small programme of ‘Winter Warmer’ walks during the 
next programme.  These walks will be about 4 to 5 miles long and will start and 
finish at a venue providing refreshments.  This will be a café, pub, garden centre or 
whatever.  We hope to entice some of our not so energetic walkers and maybe 
see some of the 60% or so of our members that do not normally walk for various 
reasons.  If this winter programme is successful we hope to continue the walks 
into future programmes but with a different title.  This will be discussed at the 
next committee meeting. 
     Footpath maintenance has mainly concentrated on the replacement of old 
stiles with new metal gates and kissing gates. Since our inauguration in 2010 I am 
very pleased to inform everyone that the maintenance team, led by Martin Raines, 
has installed 110 gates and 9 bridges in North Somerset.  We have also completed 
vegetation clearance along countless kilometres of footpaths.  North Somerset 
footpaths have seen substantial benefit from this work. 
     Martin has now stood down from his position as maintenance manager after 8 
years in the post.  The first 18 months involved a considerable amount of  
negotiation and ‘persuasion’ to allow the authorities to realise we were a possible 
asset to them.  This Martin has done most successfully and our work is recognised 
across the area.  Martin will still be fully involved in the team as he has the trailer 
with the large and heavy mechanical tools and machinery.    
     We now welcome David Boley into the fold as our new maintenance manager.  
Having completed two months in the job he has taken on the task head on and is 
already proving an excellent project manager.  
     The group enjoyed a very nice weekend at Arundel.  Thanks to Mary and  
Martin we had 8 walks over the weekend and the weather was kind to us.  
     Our 25th Anniversary year is drawing to an end and I can report that it has 
been a most successful year.  Many events have taken place with the culmination 
of our anniversary walk and tea last 
Sunday 9th October.  Robin led the  
anniversary walk which more or less 
covered the first walk the group did.  
This started and finished at  
Kewstoke where we had our  
anniversary tea (right). 
     Memberships stands at 198 which 
is a slight reduction since the last 
report and is showing a continuous 
reduction over the year.   
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Taunton Deane Ramblers  
The Group continues to offer a programme of (normally) four walks per week, 
and a number of new walk leaders have come forward.  We also have a new  
Sunday half-day walks co-ordinator, Janice Cockett, Peter Williams having stood 
down after a number of years in the role.  Numbers attending walks have held 
fairly steady in recent months. 
     Friday evening walks are continuing into the Autumn with earlier start times. 
These will be followed by ‘urban walks’ over the winter, where use of a torch is 
advised. 
     One of our committee members, Gill Lee, has undertaken the task of 
‘collecting’ walks around Taunton Deane, and has now built up a library of over 
eighty walks on laminated sheets or in plastic envelopes. 
     The Group will be holding its annual Christmas Dinner for members on  
Friday 16th December at the Merry Monk, Monkton Heathfield. 
     The Group has now produced and is selling its calendar for 2017.  These are 
available via the Group website www.tauntonramblers.org.uk.  The Group has 
also produced a diary for Group members, who are also receiving a second copy 
to give out to friends or interested persons as a way of promoting Ramblers. 
South Somerset 
Membership steady.  We regularly hold two walks on Thursdays of differing 
lengths and a longer walk on Sundays.  Once a month we have a Saturday walk.  
Phil Bradshaw holds a folder of walks handed down by our long standing  
Chairman Jim Fewkes which has encouraged a couple of new walk leaders to lead 
a walk. 
     A successful rambling holiday run by Saga to Montengro was organised by 
John Oliver and enjoyed by several members.  The Working Party lead by Roger 
Cripps installed a kissing gate in Shepton Beauchamp.   
The last round in SCC’s 10 ten year cycle for Footpath Surveys is underway and 
160 path numbers are being inspected.  When our group started these surveys, 
40 was the usual amount but this gradually crept up to 80 – 90.  The extra should 
round up this cycle and a new 10 year round will commence in August. 
     Our annual summer supper was held at the Long Sutton Golf course and  
everyone agreed the venue managed well with the large numbers. 
SWAG 
SWAG continues to enjoy well attended walks. The turnout has been boosted by 
excellent advertising on our Facebook page. Both new and existing members are 
using social media to say how much they have enjoyed our walks and socials. 
However, despite the very positive feedback, we're still finding it difficult to  
retain current members and recruit new ones.  In November, SWAG will hold 
its AGM and the majority of the existing committee have said they'd be happy to 
stand again. They have done a great job in 2016 and it's hoped that all the  
can be filled this year including appointing a Publicity Officer to spread the word 

about the group. 
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An engineering masterpiece!  
This brand new pedestrian gate has been installed along the West Mendip Way at 
Priddy. Not only has the gate been installed as a stand-alone gate with no side 

attachments but the old 
stone wall, just inches from 
the gate, has been re-built 
with concrete blocks.   
Members of footpath  
maintenance teams, 
Woodspring especially, will 
notice that the gate has not 
been installed correctly as 
the bottom rail should be 
underground.  Quite a waste 
of time and resources 
wouldn't you say! 
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset 
members or would like to comment on any current issue then please 
send them to me.  Entries for the next issue before 30th December 

please to: Joan Gubbin, email: mail@gubbin.co.uk 
 

Company Registration No 4458492.   Registered Charity in England & Wales No: 1093577.   Registered charity in Scotland, 

 REPORT OF AREA FOOTPATH SECRETARY 
 

Section 130 Applications. The longstanding obstructions to FP WN4/6 in 
North Brewham, which connects paths between the Frome and Bruton areas 
avoiding roads, remain. At the last meeting I was authorised to proceed with a 
Section 130 Order. As a first step I notified Peter Hobley of SCC of our intention. 
He has undertaken to review the progress on clearing the obstructions with his 
relevant warden. After discussion with reps. For S. Somerset and Mendip I will 
wait 3 months for action, failing which I will start the formal Section 130 process. 
The Deregulation Act 2015 We still await the Regulations for changes to  
making alterations to the definitive map, which appear to have been further  
delayed following the change of government ministers. 
Somerset Coastal Path – an issue has arisen over the extension of the path 
from Brean Down to the boundary with N. Somerset. The proposed route uses 
an existing dead-end footpath that lead to a former ferry and then following the 
river Axe up-stream. This area is an important area for, amongst other birds, the 
redshank. As a result English Heritage and the landowners are proposing highly 
restrictive access (for only 3 months of the year) to this section of the Coastal 
Path. It is also proposed to delete the existing definitive path and replace it with 
the restricted access Coastal Path. As the use restriction seems excessive and 
contrary to the intention of the English Coastal Path to provide access at all times, 
I have asked for advice from Head Office and am awaiting the views of the Coastal 
Path Officer on this issue. 
Cropping and Obstruction of Paths – at the last Area Council it was agreed 
that any regular such cases on well used paths would be notified to the Area FPS 
for reporting to the RPA if the circumstances warranted. Surprisingly I am only 
aware of one or two such complaints being forwarded to the RPA. As the present 
rural payments system will be maintained for the next year or so, and a similar 
replacement scheme post-Brexit has been promised, it is surprising that so few 
complaints have been made (unless I have not been notified). 
Keep our paths open! – group walk leaders do a lot to maintain the use of the 
excellent network of paths in Somerset and N. Somerset by choosing different 
paths to walk. A prior recce. with a small group to clear any overgrowth or simple 
obstructions can ensure that the paths are available for others. More serious  
obstructions can be cleared by working parties with the approval of the local SCC 
or NSDC warden for the area. With Mendip I am trying to arrange a meeting with 
the relevant Cabinet Member at SCC to discuss greater use of Ramblers  
volunteers. N. Somerset does not seem to have the same problem of a perceived 

reluctance to use volunteers.    Carl Earl 

  

 

 

Vanessa Griffiths appointed Chief Executive 
 

Vanessa joins the Ramblers from National Trust Wales, where she is responsible for 
leading the North Wales team of staff and 
volunteers. With more than 10 years  
experience in the charity sector, Vanessa 
has also previously successfully led 
Groundwork North Wales - a social  
enterprise working with disadvantaged 
individuals and communities to help them 
to improve their own lives through the 
creation of green spaces, green jobs and 
green energy. Before this she was a senior 
civil servant in the Welsh government, where she was responsible for economic 
development and business support. 
     Des Garrahan, Chair of the Ramblers Board of Trustees, said ‘We are delighted 
that Vanessa Griffiths is joining us as our new chief executive and we extend a warm  
welcome to the Ramblers. Vanessa has a long history of caring for landscapes and 
helping connect people with place, which stands her in good stead as the lead of 
Britain’s walking charity. 
 

Area 2017 AGM, 18th February at Nether Stowey 
Hosted by Sedgemoor Group at St Mary’s Church Centre, there will be a walk  
starting at 10.30am followed by time to eat packed lunches before the meeting 
which starts at 2pm.  The speaker will be Chris Siddaway, who will talk about  
Somerset history and culture in a humorous and interesting style together with a 
slide presentation.  A good turnout would be appreciated! 
Area Secretary needed  We will need to elect a new Area Secretary to replace 
David Thompson who moves on to the position of Chairman. Proposers and  
seconders please for this important post.  Contact David Thompson via the area 
website to find out what the job entails if you are interested. 
 

Newsletter editor  
The current newsletter editor is moving out of the area and we need a replacement. 
Anyone prepared to take on the role please contact Joan Gubbin by email on 
mail@gubbin.co.uk if you are interested.  Full briefing on what is required will be 
given.  
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MENDIP RAMBLERS  walks are open to anyone interested.  Newcomers are welcome to join us for 
two or three walks without commitment. After that they may be asked to become a member of the 
Ramblers.  
Our programme aims to give full and accurate details of our walks so that members can choose walks 
to their liking and within their capabilities. We have regular Thursday and Sunday walks. Sometimes 
Friday walks. We have social events, weekends away and holidays. All details are in the programme.  
Where: We walk almost anywhere in Mendip and surrounding areas. Routes avoid roads as far as 
possible, using footpaths and bridleways. 
What time and how long:  Thursday walks start at 10.00am and are usually about 6 miles, finishing at 
around 2pm. They are walked at a slower pace than the Sunday walks. We have a coffee stop at 11am 
and a lunch break at around 12.30 or 1pm. Sunday walks  start at 10.00am and are usually about 10 
miles, finishing at around 4.00pm. They are walked at a faster pace than our Thursday walks.  We have 
a coffee stop at 11am and a lunch break at around 12.30 or 1pm. We may also stop for a short mid-
afternoon break on our longer walks. 
Terrain: Walks are labelled as flat, undulating or hilly. Mud should be expected except in urban areas.  
Meeting for a walk: The grid reference on the walk programme is the official meeting point.  The 
postcode is also given; this is an approximate indicator to the starting point.  Walks start on time, so be 
there at least 10 minutes early to give you time to get ready.  
Refreshments on walks: Bring food and drink with you for the morning stop and the lunch break.  
Having enough fluids with you is important on hot days.  
Clothing: It is essential to wear stout footwear (walking boots) for most of the year and to carry 
windproof and waterproof clothing. 
Walk leaders: The leader sets the pace of the walk. Walkers are expected to stay behind him or her. 
All walk leaders are volunteers, who have given their time to survey the walk as well as lead it on the 
day. Each leader chooses his/her own walk, and usually surveys it with another group member. We are 
always pleased to hear from people who might want to lead. If you would like to find out what it 
involves, talk to any leader or the Programme Co-ordinator. 
Dogs:  Dogs – well behaved and under control - are welcome on our walks. If in doubt, ring the walks 
leader to confirm. 
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