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12 February 1976 
 

 
In February 1976 a letter was sent out to Ramblers members informing them of a 
public meeting, held on 12th February and organised by the Ramblers Association 
Wells, in which “the decision was taken to form a local district Group of the 
Association”. “It was further decided that a small group of volunteers should act as 
a steering committee for this Group”. 
 
The Steering Committee, chaired by Jim Docherty, with Vice-Chairman A.E. White, 

Secretary Leslie Nicholls and Treasurer S.E. Trinder, had agreed to “act as officers 
until such time as a properly constituted committee can be elected”. 
 
The letter continues with “At the first meeting of the committee the aims and 
objects of the Group were defined as being to further the work of the Ramblers’ 
Association at group level, particularly by protecting and publicising local public 
paths. 
Membership to an RA local Group is through that of the RA. Should you not already 
be a member of the RA it is hoped that you will complete the enclosed membership 
form, and forward it with a subscription to the Group Treasurer, Mr. Trinder. 
So as to encourage a greater knowledge and use of the local paths, the steering 
committee intend to provide an interim programme of monthly rambles. It is hoped 
that on these rambles, members will get to know one another.  
The rambles to begin with, will take place on Sunday afternoons and will be of 
about 6 miles. Later, depending on members’ wishes, rambles may be on different 
days and times and perhaps longer or whole day rambles may be arranged. 
The first ramble will be on SUNDAY 21st MARCH, commencing at the BISHOP’S 
BARN, SILVER STREET, WELLS, at 2.30 p.m. It will be led by Mr. Trinder and will 
be in the Dulcote, Croscombe area. 
The second ramble will be on SUNDAY 25TH APRIL, commencing at the PRINCES 
ROAD CAR PARK, WELLS, at 2.30 pm. It will be led by Miss E. Goold and will be in 
the Pen Hill area.” 
 
The letter was signed by Leslie Nicholls, Group Secretary. 
 

 
And the rest as they say ……………….. is history. 
 
(Front page:  Bishop’s Barn) 
(Last page:  Palace moat) 
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COMMITTEE NEWS  
 
 

 

ANNIVERSARY WALK 
 

40 years ago, on 21 March 1976, Mendip Ramblers had its first walk  
led by S.E. Trinder 

On 21 March 2016, Mike Plaskitt will repeat this walk, 
starting at 10:00 from the Bishop’s Barn, Silver Street, Wells 

(ST 550 454  BA5 1UN),  

Distance: 6.2 miles 
Moderate 

 

 
 
 

Other walks in this programme include: 
Three White Horse Trail circles with Bob and Rosemary (please note: earlier starts!) 
Three Monday cup of tea walks, led by Mary D, Roger and Sally 
Christmas meal and walk organised and led by Paula, Tony and Mary: 17 December 
Christmas Eve walk with Rose D on 24 December 
A walk from Ham Hill on Valentine’s Day; leader is Laurence 
Walk and optional pub lunch with Mo on 11 February 2016  
 
 

SATURDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2016 SOMERSET AREA AGM 
Hosted by Taunton Deane Ramblers 

Staplegrove Village Hall, 214 Staplegrove Road, Staplegrove, Taunton, TA2 6AL 
(For further details, please check website nearer the date) 

 
 
News from Ramblers 

To give you the latest information about the progress of the Big Pathwatch, herewith an 
article, taken from Ramblers:  
 
Every day that you are out walking, you are learning more about the paths of England and 
Wales. Here are some of the highlights of the Big Pathwatch so far: 

 Over 11,000 of you have already registered to take part, adopting nearly 35% of all 
available squares (over 50,000 in total) and completing surveys of nearly 25%. 

 You have reported over 52,000 features on your travels, sending us photos of 
nearly 20,000.                                                               

    (Cont’d on page 4) 
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 Your main concern is the absence of signs on routes or where you have to cross 
roads (over 7,000 combined reports). 

 But you are impressed with how welcoming signs can be on the path network 
(nearly 5,500 reports). 

 Overall, nearly 29,000 of those features have caused you concern, including 7,000 
that have stopped you in your tracks. But knowing about all these problems, brings 
us one step closer to finding a solution. 

 On the other hand, you also reported over 24,000 positives, which is hardly 
surprising when there are views like this out there [a photo is shown] 

 You seem to have been walking mostly in and around major urban areas. 
 Norfolk and the north east coast have been particularly well walked. 

We’re off to a great start, but we still need your help to make this the most comprehensive 
ever survey of the paths of England and Wales. 
 

 
EVENTS 
 

 

THURSDAY 17 DECEMBER 2015      CHRISTMAS WALK AND LUNCH 
at 

The Bell Inn 
Leigh Street, Leigh-on-Mendip, Somerset, BA3 5QQ   

£12.95 
 To book your meal, please contact Paula on 01458 860751 or paularuddock@btinternet.com 

before Sunday 13 December 
If possible, please pay by bank transfer:  

Mendip Ramblers, sort code 60-83-01, acc.no. 20118105 
Reference: Xmas Lunch Walk 2015 

If by cheque, please send to Tony Dyson, Red Roofs, Stratton Road, Holcombe BA3 5ED 
You will also find the menu on the website 
 Details of the walk are on the walk pages 

 
Roast British turkey crown with all seasonal trimmings, incl home-made sausage meat and 
sage and onion stuffing <> Roast sirloin of beef with Yorkshire pudding and seasonal 
trimmings <> Grilled fillet of sea bass, ratatouille and new potatoes <> Mixed vegetable 
Provencal cassoulet <> Christmas pudding with brandy sauce <> Apple and Backberry tartlet 
with crème Anglaise <> Black Forest sundae with brownies <> Fruit salad <> Selection of 
local Somerset cheeses with biscuits, chutney and grapes <> Coffee with mint chocs and 
mince pies 

  
 
 

“What I love about walking is that anyone can do it at any age and any fitness level. 
Plus it is good for your heart, your head and your wallet.”   

 (Fitness professional Jolynn Baca Jaekel) 
 

mailto:paularuddock@btinternet.com
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FRIDAY 29 JANUARY 2016      JANUARY MEAL 

at 
 The Mendip Golf Club,  

Gurney Slade, Somerset, BA3 4UT 
6.45pm for 7.15pm 

£17.50 3 courses and coffee 
To book your meal, please contact Paula on 01458 860751 or paularuddock@btinternet.com 

before Sunday 24 January 2016 
If possible, please pay by bank transfer:  

Mendip Ramblers, sort code 60-83-01, acc.no. 20118105 
Reference: January 2016 meal 

If by cheque, please send to Tony Dyson, Red Roofs, Stratton Road, Holcombe BA3 5ED 
You will also find the menu on the website 

 

 
MORE NEWS 
 
Brittany 2015 
The September trip to Dinan in Brittany, with 10 Mendip Ramblers plus 1 from the West 
Midlands, was a great success. 
Our walks were mainly around the river Rance Valley with a day out on the coast at St. Briac 
sur Mer. 
We had an excellent afternoon walk with a local walking group and visited the castle at Lehon. 
This gave everybody a chance to practise their French. The walk ended with us introducing 
fruit cake and Wensleydale cheese to the French group, whilst sampling the local cider. 
Our evenings were spent eating sumptuous meals, which everyone took in turns to prepare. 
                    Les 

  
The Oakhill Inn, Fosse Road, Oakhill, Somerset, BA3 5HU 
The Oakhill Inn has approached Mendip Ramblers with the following. 
They are happy to offer Mendip members a Loyalty card, giving you 10% off food and drinks 
at the inn from Monday to Thursday inclusive. 
Should you be interested, all you need to do is email the inn (info@theoakhillinn.com) with 
your name and they will have the card waiting for you on your (next) visit to the pub. You can 
also ring them on 01749 840442. 
They have recently installed a boot rack, they have a good selection of ordnance survey maps 
and they are very dog friendly. 
 

  
Ramblers Festival of Winter Walks 
From 20 December 2015 to 4 January 2016 Ramblers are organising their annual Festival of 
Winter Walks. 

  

                              
 

mailto:paularuddock@btinternet.com
mailto:info@theoakhillinn.com
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June 2016: Sedgemoor Ramblers 40 years  
Sedgemoor Ramblers are inviting you to celebrate their 40th year of Sedgemoor rambling by 
taking part in a Quantock Walking Festival over the weekend of 11 and 12 June 2016.  
Starting from Nether Stowey there will be walks of 10 miles, 7 miles and a gentler 3 mile walk 
available each day. Walks totalling 40 miles for 40 years!  
After the walks there will be tea and homemade cake available. All walks are free, but limited 
numbers apply, so booking is essential. For more information and to book, please visit 
publicitysedgemoorramblers@gmail.com or phone Alan or Sara on 01278 773730.  
Details will also be on www.sedgemoorramblers.co.uk and Sedgemoor’s Facebook page.  

  
 

WALKS 
 
Thursday 31/03 – Monday 04/04/2016 Spring weekend holiday in Exmouth,Devon. 
Four nights in the Cavendish Hotel at The Esplanade. Walks on Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
 

 
White Horse Trail            Over the next three programmes we are going to walk the 90 mile  

White Horse Trail. We are aiming to do it as circular walks of 
various distances, ranging from 10 to 15 miles per leg. It starts 
and finishes at Westbury White Horse and visits seven others en 
route. If on any of these dates the weather is inclement, we will 
have to postpone the leg.  
If you have any questions, just contact us on 01749 346023.                            
                                                                  Bob and Rosemary 

 

Self-booking holiday April – May 2016 

Bob and Rosemary are thinking of organising a self-booking holiday in April-May 2016 and are 
looking at the Home Counties.  
If you are interested, please give them a ring on 01749 346023. 

  
 
Friday 14 to Monday 17 October 2016   Area Weekend Newquay, Cornwall 
Next year’s Area Weekend away will be held in the seaside town of Newquay in Cornwall. It 
will feature the popular format of 4 days of walking and 3 nights of accommodation.  
There will be 3 walks each day, ranging from 5 to 12 miles, designed to meet the needs of all 
the various abilities in the group. 
Friday’s walk on the way to Newquay will possibly be in the Bodmin Moor area, with Saturday 
and Sunday featuring coastal walks.                                               
On our way home on Monday, possibly visiting the deepest river gorge in the South West at 
Lydford and the iconic church on the hill at Brentor.                                                 
As this year’s trip to St Mawes was oversubscribed, be sure to get your form back to us as 
early as possible.  
For a booking form, please either email Peggy at pm.fortunati@seabreeze2.plus.com or 
telephone Peggy or Rod on 01278 783270. 

  

mailto:publicitysedgemoorramblers@gmail.com
http://www.sedgemoorramblers.co.uk/
mailto:pm.fortunati@seabreeze2.plus.com
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Extra walks 
Wednesday:  Most Wednesdays, David Rawlings leads an un-recceed walk. Contact David on 
01373 836252 or Alice on 01373 474695. This is a sub group of Mendip Ramblers. 
Thursday:  Every Thursday Tony Strange arranges walks for the West Mendip Walking Group, 
a sub group of Mendip Ramblers. Details are on the website. 
Sunday:  Every second  Sunday of the month, Frome Rights of Way have a Sunday afternoon 
walk. Members of Mendip Ramblers walk with this group. Frome Rights of Way is not affiliated 
to the Ramblers. Contact Mike Plaskitt on 01373 472101 or Les Stather on 07768 556735. 
 
 

Monday 8 February 2016: Please submit your walks 

for the next programme 
 

  

Sunday 27 March 2016 01:00:  clocks are going forward 1 hour 
 
 
COMMITTEE  2015/2016: 
 
Chair: 
Mike Plaskitt  mike@mendipramblers.co.uk  01373 472101 
Secretary/Web Master: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
(Web Master assisted by Tony Dyson) 
Treasurer: 
Tony Dyson  tonyd@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715 
Footpath Officer East: 
Tony Parsons  tonyp@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 342285 
Footpath Officer West: 
Brian Underwood  brian@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 672457 
Membership Secretary: 
Mary Davis  maryd@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 342285 
Press Secretary/Publicity Officer: 
Mary Birchall   maryb@mendipramblers.co.uk  01373 474530 
Social Secretary: 
Vacant position 
Area Committee Rep: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
Programme Co-ordinator: 
Peggy Fortunati  peggy@mendipramblers.co.uk  01278 783270 
Committee Members: 
Jane Dyson  jane@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715 
Martyn Hart   martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk 01761 471891 
  
  

mailto:mike@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:tonyd@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:tonyp@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:brian@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:maryd@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:maryb@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:peggy@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:jane@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk
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Date, time, map Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 03/12/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX141    

Moderate: Ebbor Gorge and Milton  

Meet: Ebbor Gorge car park  

BA5 1EL, ST521485 

6.5mi/10.5km  

Kevin  

01458 830319  

or  

07816 842127 

Sun 06/12/2015 

Time: 10:00  

EX141 

Moderate: Mendip wander: Charterhouse to Blagdon 

Meet:Charterhouse Nature Reserve car park  

BS40 7XR, ST505556 

10mi/16.1km  

Janet 

01458 835238 

Mon 07/12/2015 

Time: 13:45  

EX142 

Leisurely: Stourhead and White Cross  

Meet: Stourhead, National Trust car park  

BA12 6SH, ST778339 

3mi/4.8km  

Mary D 

01749 342285 

Thu 10/12/2015 

Time: 10:00  

EX141 

Moderate: East Harptree Woods, Coley and 

Greendown  

Meet: East Harptree Woods car park 

BS40 6DA, ST558541 

7mi/11.3km  

Tony P 

01749 342285 

Sun 13/12/2015 No walk has been offered. Please check the website for updates 

Thu 17/12/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Christmas meal walk: Leigh-on-Mendip, 

Ham Bridge and Coleford  

Meet: Leigh-on-Mendip, The Bell Inn. Park on  

gravel area by village hall  

BA3 5QL, ST691472 

5mi/8km  

Tony P 

01749 342285 

Sun 20/12/2015 

Time: 10:00  

EX142 

Moderate: Ditcheat, Pylle and Evercreech  

Meet: Ditcheat, on the road near the church and  

Harvester Yard  

BA4 6RB, ST624363 

10.5mi/16.9km  

Roger 

07803 791414 

Thu 24/12/2015 

Time: 10:00    

EX141 

Moderate: Wells, Upper Milton and Wookey Hole  

Meet: Wells, east end of Ash Lane  

BA5 2LW, ST548464 

6mi/9.7km  

Rose D 

01749 670697 

Sun 27/12/2015 No walk has been offered. Please check the website for updates 

Sun 03/01/2016 

Time: 09:00 

EX143 

Moderate: White Horse Trail: Bratton circular  

Meet: Bratton (B3098), outside The Duke Pub  

BA13 4RW, ST915524 

13.5mi/21.7km  

Bob & 

Rosemary 

01749 346023 
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Date, time, map Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 31/12/2015 Last day of the year 

Mon 04/01/2016 

Time: 13:45 

EX142 

Leisurely: Cup of tea walk: Castle Cary  

Meet: Castle Cary free public car park  

near Fire Station     BA7 7EE, ST639322 

2.5mi/4km  

Roger & Sally 

07803 791414 

Thu 07/01/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX142 

Moderate: Ditcheat and Lamyatt Beacon   

Meet: Ditcheat, on the road near the church and  

Harvester Yard      BA4 6RB, ST624363 

6.8mi/10.9km  

Roger  

07803 791414 

Sun 10/01/2016 No walk has been offered. Please check the website for updates 

Thu 14/01/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX155 

Moderate: Bradford-on-Avon, Freshford and Farleigh  

Meet: Bradford-on-Avon car park  

BA15 1DQ, ST825607 

7.4mi/11.9km  

Kevin 

01458 830319  

or  

07816 842127 

Sun 17/01/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX142 

Moderate: Bruton and Castle Cary  

Meet: Bruton Station  

BA10 0EH, ST687348 

10mi/16.1km  

Mike P 

01373 472101 

Thu 21/01/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX142 

Moderate: Stockhill Wood, Priddy and North Hill  

Meet: Stockhill Wood car park  

BA5 3AS, ST548513 

6mi/9.7km  

Gus 

01749 840349 

Sun 24/01/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX141 

Moderate: Breach Hill, Regil and Nempnett Thrubwell  

Meet: Heron's Green car park (B3114)  

BS40 6NL, ST554593 

10.2mi/16.4km  

Gus 

01749 840349 

Thu 28/01/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX142 

 

Moderate: Coleford and Leigh-on-Mendip   

Meet: Coleford, British Legion car park  

BA3 5NH, ST686494 

6.5mi/10.5km  

Mary B 

01373 474530 

Sun 31/01/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX141 

Moderate: Glastonbury and West Pennard  

Meet: Glastonbury, end of Bretenoux Road 

BA6 8LZ, ST505380 

9mi/14.5km  

Richard & Lisa 

01749 672373 

Mon 01/02/2016 

Time: 13:45 

EX142 

Leisurely: Cup of tea walk: Radstock  

Meet: Radstock, free car park on Waterloo Road by  

Radstock Museum     BA3 3PS, ST690549 

3mi/4.8km  

Mary D 

01749 342285 
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Date, time, map Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 04/02/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX142 

Moderate: Oakhill area  

Meet: Oakhill Village Hall  

BA3 5AN, ST633475 

6mi/9.7km  

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311 

Sun 07/02/2016 

Time: 09:00 

EX130  

 

Moderate: White Horse Trail: Market Lavington 

circular  

Meet: Market Lavington, at the car park in the centre 

SN10 4AA, SU015542 

13.5mi/21.7km  

Bob & 

Rosemary 

01749 346023 

Thu 11/02/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX142 

Moderate: Buckland Dinham, Lullington, Orchardleigh,  

Buckland Brook. Meet: Buckland Dinham, Bell Inn.  

In car park if you are having lunch, otherwise in 

road(s) nearby.         

BA11 2QT, ST752512 

6mi/9.7km  

Maureen 

07557 513779 

Sun 14/02/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX129 

Moderate: Montacute and Ham Hill area (some hills,  

some mud)  

Meet: Ham Hill car park 

TA14 6RW, ST477169 

10mi/16.1km  

Laurence 

07568 584994 

Thu 18/02/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX142 

Moderate: Mells, Great Elm, De La Beche 

unconformity quarry    

Meet: Mells, road near the Talbot Inn  

BA11 3PT, ST727491 

6.5mi/10.5km  

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311 

Sun 21/02/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX141 

Moderate: Wedmore, Sand, Blackford and Ashton Mill  

Meet: Wedmore, village car park off B3151  

BS28 4EQ, ST437481 

10mi/16.1km  

Lesley C 

01934 712773 

Thu 25/02/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX155 

Moderate: Clutton, Greyfield Pit   

Meet: Clutton. Meet Railway Inn, park on Station Rd 

BS39 5WJ, ST625592 

6mi/9.7km  

Kevin 

01458 830319  

or  

07816 842127 

Sun 28/02/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX141 

Moderate: Burrington Combe to The Wrangle     

Meet: Burrington Combe top car park  

BS40 7TZ, ST489581 

10mi/16.1km  

Claris 

07811 242061 
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Date, time, map Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 03/03/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX155 

Moderate: Iford Manor, Westwood and Avoncliff    

Meet and park just off A36 opposite Branch Road  

(nr Hinton Charterhouse)     BA2 7TE, ST780591 

7mi/11.3km  

Martyn H 

01761 471891 

Sun 06/03/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX155 

Moderate: Chew Magna and Pensford    

Meet: Chew Magna, car park behind Pelican Inn  

BS40 8SL, ST576631 

9mi/14.5km  

Richard & Lisa 

01749 672373 

Mon 07/03/2016 No cup of tea walk today. Please check the website for updates 

Thu 10/03/2016 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Compton Dundon and Butleigh   

Meet: Combe Hill Wood car park  

BA6 8TP, ST503329 

6.5mi/10.5km  

David & Hilary 

01458 442081 

Sun 13/03/2016 

Time: 09:30 

EX130 

Moderate: White Horse Trail: Urchfont circular   

Meet: Urchfont, at the village pond  

SN10 4QN, SU040571 

14mi/22.5km  

Bob & 

Rosemary 

01749 346023 

Thu 17/03/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX142 

Moderate: Castle Cary and Cary Moor  

Meet: Castle Cary free public car park, near Fire 

Station BA7 7EE, ST639322 

6.8mi/10.9km  

Roger 

07803 791414 

Sun 20/03/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX142 

Moderate: Ditcheat and Lamyatt Beacon  

Meet: Ditcheat, on the road near the church and  

Harvester Yard         BA4 6RB, ST624363 

10.5mi/16.9km  

Roger 

07803 791414 

Mon 21/03/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX141 

Moderate: MENDIP RAMBLERS 40th ANNIVERSARY 

WALK: Wells, Crosscombe and Dinder   

Meet: Wells, Bishop's Barn, Silver Street  

BA5 1UN, ST550454 

6.2mi/10km  

Mike P 

01373 472101 

Thu 24/03/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX142 

Moderate: Nunney, Wanstrow and Cloford   

Meet: Nunney Castle Hill car park  

BA11 4NL, ST735457 

7.5mi/12.1km  

Mike P 

01373 472101 

Thu 31/03/2016 

Time: 10:00  

EX142 

Moderate: Kilmersdon area   

Meet: Kilmersdon Church  

BA3 5SZ, ST695524 

6mi/9.7km  

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311 
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset members or 

would like to comment on any current issue then please send them to 
me.  Entries for the next issue before 30th December please to: 

Joan Gubbin, Greenway Thatch, North Curry, Taunton  
TA3 6NH  Tel:  01823 490201  Email: mail@gubbin.co.uk 

 

Company Registration No 4458492.   Registered Charity in England & Wales No: 1093577.   Registered charity in Scotland, 
No: SC039799.  Registered Office:  2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 

National Grid - Landscape Enhancement Initiative 
In the Spring edition of Walk magazine you may have noticed a short  
article about the National Grid's announcement of a £500 million fund to 
reduce the visual impact of electricity infrastructure in protected  
landscapes. Our Ramblers' Area includes an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) and a National Park and therefore may benefit from this 
scheme. Over the next few years, there will be opportunities locally to 
influence how and where the money is spent. 

As part of the  
National Grid’s 
scheme, £24 million 
of the available  
funding will be  
allocated to small, 
localised visual  
improvement  

projects within AONBs and National Parks that have existing National 
Grid electricity infrastructure. The aim is to reduce the visual impact of the 
infrastructure and improve the related visual quality of the landscape. This 
scheme was launched in 2015 and money will be allocated over the next 
six years (summer 2015 to March 2021). 
     The details haven’t been finalised yet, but we understand that AONBs 
or National Park Authorities will be responsible for submitting  
applications. These applications will be expected to demonstrate the  
involvement of the local community so there is a real opportunity for 
Ramblers to get involved.  At this stage, we recommend that any Ramblers 
Areas with views as to reducing the visual impact of National Grid  
infrastructure contact their local AONB officers or the National Park  
Authority to express interest in the scheme. If you require help or advice, 
please contact me.  I will pass on further information when we have it, but 
in the meantime do contact me if you have any questions. 
Kate Conto  Ramblers Senior Policy Officer   kate.conto@ramblers.org.uk 

10    Blackdown Hills 
31    Quantock Hills 

  

 

 

Adopt a Path Scheme 
Somerset County Council have launched this scheme for individuals to 
regularly walk a path in their area and report any problems to them.  If you 
would like to take on the responsibility for regularly walking, your local path 
or one that you enjoy, go to www.somerset.gov.uk/get-involved/
volunteering/volunteer-with-the-public-rights-of-way-team/ where you can 
download a leaflet on the scheme or you can contact the Rights of Way 
Team by email ROWVolunteers@somerset.gov.uk or phone 01823 
358250.  Participants will be offered advice and, if needed, loaned secateurs 
and gloves to keep the path clear.   
 

New sections of Coast Path announced! 
On 28th September, Elizabeth Truss MP, Secretary of State for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs, announced her decision to approve three new 
stretches of the England Coast Path.  The new routes are: Camber to  
Folkestone (left); Whitehaven to Silecroft (right) and Hopton on Sea to Sea 
Palling (East Anglia) 

Work will now get underway, with the hope that they will be open to the 
public by the end of 2016.  The Ramblers’ say ‘We’re delighted to see  
progress being made across the country. We’re three big steps closer to 
opening up the whole of the country’s coastline. Last year, with the support 
of thousands of walkers all over the country, we persuaded Government to 
commit to opening the entire path by 2020. By next year, work will be  
underway or have been completed on 60% of it. 

Volume  71 October 2015 

SOMERSET RAMBLER 
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Advance Notice 
Quantock Walking Festival 

In Coleridge Country 
To celebrate 40 years of  
Sedgemoor Ramblers 

Help us celebrate our 40th year of Sedgemoor rambling by taking part in 
our Quantock Walking Festival over the weekend of 11th& 12th June 2016. 
Starting from Nether Stowey we will have walks of 10 miles, 7 miles and a 
gentler 3 miles available on each day.  Walks totalling 40 miles for 40 
years! 
     Offering stunning views of coastline, moorland, woodland and combe 
with the very real possibility of sighting ponies and deer, these walks will 
take full advantage of this beautiful area of Somerset.  With walk leaders 
keen to share their local knowledge of the area and with tea and home-
made cake available on your return, Sedgemoor Ramblers will do all they 
can to make them great days out. 

     All walks are free, but limited numbers apply so booking is essential.  

You can get more information and book at publicitysedgemoor 

ramblers@gmail.com or phone Alan or Sara on 01278 773730. Details 

will also be available on our website www.sedgemoorramblers.co.uk and 

our facebook page. 

 

. 
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Area Holiday Past and Future 
 

Over 75 people enjoyed a long weekend’s walking based in St Mawes in  
October.  The Area Committee thanks Roger Conway for organising this 
so excellently.  Several walks each day suited all abilities and the evening 
social events were hugely enjoyed.  
Next year’s holiday will be based in Newquay over the weekend of 14-16th 
October so make a note in your diary as these popular trips usually have a 
waiting list to join.  Further details in the next newsletter. 

A view of St Mawes from the Roseland Peninsular taken by Les Stather. 
 

Somerset Area AGM 
 
This will take place on 13th February 2016.  It will be held at Staplegrove 
Village Hall and is being run by Taunton Deane Ramblers.  Further details 
will appear on the area website. 
If you would like to join the Committee please consider coming along to 
find out more about the work Area does. 
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Woodspring Ramblers  During a recent weekend holiday on  
Dartmoor, members of Woodspring Ramblers were walking a footpath 
around the vicinity of Manaton when they came across a strange burial 
site (GR SX732798) with a small inscription along with bunches of flowers 
and candles. Further research by David Boley revealed the following.  
(This is just one of many explanations you can find! Ed.) 
     In about 1790 an orphaned baby was taken into the poorhouse at 
Newton Abbot. The little girl was named, as was the custom, with a sur-
name beginning with whatever letter the poorhouse had progressed to, in 
this case 'J'. In those days the word 'Jay' was also a slang term for a  
prostitute so the Christian name of Mary was added.  
     Later Mary Jay was sent to Canna farm outside Manaton to work in 
the house and the fields. It was a hard life as the workload was heavy, the 
days long and the rewards few. A decent meal and warm clothing were  
luxuries that many of these 'apprentices' learned to live without. It may 
have been at this farm that Mary Jay got her more famous name of 'Kitty'. 
She started to receive the attentions of the farmer’s son and as in many 
similar cases she fell pregnant and soon discovered that her worth was 
very different to that of the farmer and his wife. Clearly the girl had 
'thrown' herself at their son and with the name of Jay, no wonder.  
     She was dismissed with a reputation as a 'slut'. Kitty knew that once 
word got around she would never find employment in the area and  
tragically Kitty Jay was found hanging in one of the barns.  
     Suicides could not be buried in consecrated ground so they were  
interred at a crossroads, sometimes with a stake driven through their 
hearts to ensure that the soul of the departed could not return to haunt 
god fearing mortals.  The grave became known as 'Jay's Grave' and soon 
strange events started taking place. On certain moonlit nights a dark  
figure was seen kneeling beside the sad little mound with bowed head, its 
face buried in its hands. Nobody has ever been able to say if the spectral 
figure was male or female because it 
was wrapped in a thick, black cloak. 
Some say it is the spirit of one of 
those responsible for driving Kitty 
from the farm and others say that it is 
the soul of the farmer's son who as 
punishment has been sent to stand 
vigil over the grave of his victim and 
      unborn child.  3 

 

GROUP REPORTS 
 

West Somerset Group  This is a much more positive report than the 
one submitted a few months ago.  One of our committee members has 
volunteered to chair our meetings until the AGM in November.  A keen, 
recently retired new member of the group has volunteered to be  
nominated as Secretary at the AGM.  We also have a volunteer  
Membership Secretary to take over responsibility for this aspect at the 
AGM.  We are still without a Footpath Secretary but a small panel of 
Committee and other members monitors this aspect, and consults with 
Carl Earl as appropriate! 
     There have been staffing cuts in Somerset Council’s Rights of Way 
Team, and in the Exmoor National Park.  Few footpath issues have arisen 
apart from necessary diversions of the Coast Path in the vicinity of Hinkley 
Point Power Station.  There have also been diversions where some  
existing paths have become unsafe due to cliff falls. 
     The Wednesday and Saturday Walks Programme continues to thrive, 
and numbers exceed 30 on occasion.  A successful coach trip to Lyme  
Regis was held earlier in the year, and another is planned for late October, 
to Stourhead.  Three walks of different lengths are planned on these  
occasions, as well as opportunities for individuals to do their own thing. 
South Somerset Group  Our group have had a good variety of walks 
through the summer months which have been well attended. We are still 
trying to find more leaders for the Thursday walks. 
     In July we held our Summer Supper at the Cross Keys Inn at Lydford 
and a lunch at the Fleur De Lys, Stoke Sub Hamdon. 
Bookings are already being made for the Christmas Lunch which will be 
held at The Muddled Man, West Chinnock. 
     The Volunteer Group has completed 90 footpath surveys for SCC; the 
failure rate is creeping up but the majority of paths pass-65/70% this time. 
The working party has undertaken some clearance work in Closworth and 
in Bruton.  Also in Bruton they replaced four stiles with one new stile and 
three wooden kissing gates. 
Membership has gone down by 4 overall during the last 3 months. Three 
people joined in August, there were no reinstated memberships. Total of 
303 on 01-09-2015. 



4 

 

Sedgemoor Group  There has been a full programme of walks during 
the summer which have included mid-week evening, Saturday and Sunday 
walks.  It was noticeable that the summer evening and Saturday numbers 
are on the increase while Sunday walk numbers remain steady.  Our  
summer walking gave everyone a good variety, with a choice of three 
stunning walks on our Summer Outing to Salcombe. We all had a very 
enjoyable day, including a short ferry trip and a pub meal afterwards. 
Membership has increased by 2 to 159 members 
     The Summer lunch returned this year and was hosted by Jenny and 
Chairman Tony at their home, following a walk in Wembdon.  During the 
summer our Working Party has been active in all areas from clearing 
paths to replacing stiles and placing gates. 
     Navigation Course in August - An interesting, informative and fun day 
for new and potential Walk Leaders was held in The Lemon Tree Coffee 
Shop at the Willows and Wetlands Centre.  Geoff Goodwin, a walk 
leader with HF Holidays, ran the course and gave the 9 attending  
instruction on basic map reading and compass navigation to give them the 
confidence to lead walks for the group.  Following a delicious lunch, they 
walked in the area, putting their newly-learned skills to the test. 
Cothelstone Manor in September - The group has walked past 
Cothelstone Manor on many of our walks so it was a treat to be able to 
see inside this lovely house and hear about the history of the Manor and 
church from its beginnings in 1066 through the turbulence of the English 
Civil War to its renaissance in the nineteenth century.  27 Sedgemoor 
Ramblers members and friends enjoyed the afternoon, ending with tea 
served in the house itself. 
Mendip Group  Membership is down 11 to 318. The working party has 
been out nearly every week installing many gates in Butleigh plus other 
work in both Somerset and Bath & North East Somerset. 
     Our walking festival at Charlton Mackrell was again very successful. 
With 175 walkers attending over the three days. The long walks, this 
year, were particularly popular with 79 walkers (45%). The festival was 
well supported by other Somerset groups, in fact 46% of the walkers 
were from outside Mendip. 
     Some members of our group lead by Tony Parsons completed the 
next leg of Offa’s Dyke. Next year should see its completion. Another 
group went back to Dinan in Britany for a week walking the Ramce valley. 

We had a summer barbeque and games evening and have a barn dance 
planned for the autumn. 4 5 

  

Taunton Deane Ramblers The group enjoyed another summer of 
regular walks with some projects coming to an end and others near  
completion at the time of writing. 
     Veteran walker John Lowe completed his second stab at the Channel 
to Channel Trail.  It was good to see interest and participation from 
members of several Somerset groups, and just as the SWCP was a few 
years ago, there is sound evidence that supports a continuing interest in 
long distance trails by Somerset members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After choosing a suitable logo design for new waymarking plaques and 
stickers, the group began the task of renovating the waymarking of the 
West Deane Way in August, and soon independent groups were formed 
to carry out re-signage over appropriate sections. At the time of writing 
only one section needs to be completed. It has became clear that clearing 
vegetation around gateposts and stiles is an added problem, and one to 
consider in the future. 
     The group launched the sale of its calendar Somerset Views and Walks 
in July. As we go into October only a few are left to be sold. It has been 
deemed a great success and I recommend the idea to any other  
enterprising group. We would be quite happy to advise. 
     Finally, there is truth in the old adage : constant dripping wears away a 
stone. Reminding walkers that we needed new Wednesday walk leaders 
on several occasions finally flushed out three new leaders. The only down 
side is that all their walks are in the Wiveliscombe area! 5 

The Ancient Mariner 
joins the group at the 

start of the walk. 
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Woodspring Ramblers  During a recent weekend holiday on  
Dartmoor, members of Woodspring Ramblers were walking a footpath 
around the vicinity of Manaton when they came across a strange burial 
site (GR SX732798) with a small inscription along with bunches of flowers 
and candles. Further research by David Boley revealed the following.  
(This is just one of many explanations you can find! Ed.) 
     In about 1790 an orphaned baby was taken into the poorhouse at 
Newton Abbot. The little girl was named, as was the custom, with a sur-
name beginning with whatever letter the poorhouse had progressed to, in 
this case 'J'. In those days the word 'Jay' was also a slang term for a  
prostitute so the Christian name of Mary was added.  
     Later Mary Jay was sent to Canna farm outside Manaton to work in 
the house and the fields. It was a hard life as the workload was heavy, the 
days long and the rewards few. A decent meal and warm clothing were  
luxuries that many of these 'apprentices' learned to live without. It may 
have been at this farm that Mary Jay got her more famous name of 'Kitty'. 
She started to receive the attentions of the farmer’s son and as in many 
similar cases she fell pregnant and soon discovered that her worth was 
very different to that of the farmer and his wife. Clearly the girl had 
'thrown' herself at their son and with the name of Jay, no wonder.  
     She was dismissed with a reputation as a 'slut'. Kitty knew that once 
word got around she would never find employment in the area and  
tragically Kitty Jay was found hanging in one of the barns.  
     Suicides could not be buried in consecrated ground so they were  
interred at a crossroads, sometimes with a stake driven through their 
hearts to ensure that the soul of the departed could not return to haunt 
god fearing mortals.  The grave became known as 'Jay's Grave' and soon 
strange events started taking place. On certain moonlit nights a dark  
figure was seen kneeling beside the sad little mound with bowed head, its 
face buried in its hands. Nobody has ever been able to say if the spectral 
figure was male or female because it 
was wrapped in a thick, black cloak. 
Some say it is the spirit of one of 
those responsible for driving Kitty 
from the farm and others say that it is 
the soul of the farmer's son who as 
punishment has been sent to stand 
vigil over the grave of his victim and 
      unborn child.  3 
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Advance Notice 
Quantock Walking Festival 

In Coleridge Country 
To celebrate 40 years of  
Sedgemoor Ramblers 

Help us celebrate our 40th year of Sedgemoor rambling by taking part in 
our Quantock Walking Festival over the weekend of 11th& 12th June 2016. 
Starting from Nether Stowey we will have walks of 10 miles, 7 miles and a 
gentler 3 miles available on each day.  Walks totalling 40 miles for 40 
years! 
     Offering stunning views of coastline, moorland, woodland and combe 
with the very real possibility of sighting ponies and deer, these walks will 
take full advantage of this beautiful area of Somerset.  With walk leaders 
keen to share their local knowledge of the area and with tea and home-
made cake available on your return, Sedgemoor Ramblers will do all they 
can to make them great days out. 

     All walks are free, but limited numbers apply so booking is essential.  

You can get more information and book at publicitysedgemoor 

ramblers@gmail.com or phone Alan or Sara on 01278 773730. Details 

will also be available on our website www.sedgemoorramblers.co.uk and 

our facebook page. 
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Area Holiday Past and Future 
 

Over 75 people enjoyed a long weekend’s walking based in St Mawes in  
October.  The Area Committee thanks Roger Conway for organising this 
so excellently.  Several walks each day suited all abilities and the evening 
social events were hugely enjoyed.  
Next year’s holiday will be based in Newquay over the weekend of 14-16th 
October so make a note in your diary as these popular trips usually have a 
waiting list to join.  Further details in the next newsletter. 

A view of St Mawes from the Roseland Peninsular taken by Les Stather. 
 

Somerset Area AGM 
 
This will take place on 13th February 2016.  It will be held at Staplegrove 
Village Hall and is being run by Taunton Deane Ramblers.  Further details 
will appear on the area website. 
If you would like to join the Committee please consider coming along to 
find out more about the work Area does. 
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset members or 

would like to comment on any current issue then please send them to 
me.  Entries for the next issue before 30th December please to: 

Joan Gubbin, Greenway Thatch, North Curry, Taunton  
TA3 6NH  Tel:  01823 490201  Email: mail@gubbin.co.uk 

 

Company Registration No 4458492.   Registered Charity in England & Wales No: 1093577.   Registered charity in Scotland, 
No: SC039799.  Registered Office:  2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 

National Grid - Landscape Enhancement Initiative 
In the Spring edition of Walk magazine you may have noticed a short  
article about the National Grid's announcement of a £500 million fund to 
reduce the visual impact of electricity infrastructure in protected  
landscapes. Our Ramblers' Area includes an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) and a National Park and therefore may benefit from this 
scheme. Over the next few years, there will be opportunities locally to 
influence how and where the money is spent. 

As part of the  
National Grid’s 
scheme, £24 million 
of the available  
funding will be  
allocated to small, 
localised visual  
improvement  

projects within AONBs and National Parks that have existing National 
Grid electricity infrastructure. The aim is to reduce the visual impact of the 
infrastructure and improve the related visual quality of the landscape. This 
scheme was launched in 2015 and money will be allocated over the next 
six years (summer 2015 to March 2021). 
     The details haven’t been finalised yet, but we understand that AONBs 
or National Park Authorities will be responsible for submitting  
applications. These applications will be expected to demonstrate the  
involvement of the local community so there is a real opportunity for 
Ramblers to get involved.  At this stage, we recommend that any Ramblers 
Areas with views as to reducing the visual impact of National Grid  
infrastructure contact their local AONB officers or the National Park  
Authority to express interest in the scheme. If you require help or advice, 
please contact me.  I will pass on further information when we have it, but 
in the meantime do contact me if you have any questions. 
Kate Conto  Ramblers Senior Policy Officer   kate.conto@ramblers.org.uk 

10    Blackdown Hills 
31    Quantock Hills 

  

 

 

Adopt a Path Scheme 
Somerset County Council have launched this scheme for individuals to 
regularly walk a path in their area and report any problems to them.  If you 
would like to take on the responsibility for regularly walking, your local path 
or one that you enjoy, go to www.somerset.gov.uk/get-involved/
volunteering/volunteer-with-the-public-rights-of-way-team/ where you can 
download a leaflet on the scheme or you can contact the Rights of Way 
Team by email ROWVolunteers@somerset.gov.uk or phone 01823 
358250.  Participants will be offered advice and, if needed, loaned secateurs 
and gloves to keep the path clear.   
 

New sections of Coast Path announced! 
On 28th September, Elizabeth Truss MP, Secretary of State for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs, announced her decision to approve three new 
stretches of the England Coast Path.  The new routes are: Camber to  
Folkestone (left); Whitehaven to Silecroft (right) and Hopton on Sea to Sea 
Palling (East Anglia) 

Work will now get underway, with the hope that they will be open to the 
public by the end of 2016.  The Ramblers’ say ‘We’re delighted to see  
progress being made across the country. We’re three big steps closer to 
opening up the whole of the country’s coastline. Last year, with the support 
of thousands of walkers all over the country, we persuaded Government to 
commit to opening the entire path by 2020. By next year, work will be  
underway or have been completed on 60% of it. 
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Ramblers’ members who are fully paid up and engaged on RA activities, are automatically protected by 
the Association’s public liability insurance in respect of legal liability for injury to persons and damage 
to property of third parties caused by negligent acts. It should be noted that the Association does not 
have any policy which covers individual members in the event of personal accidents. Such cover is the 
responsibility of the individual. 
All sporting and leisure activities have inherent hazards associated with them and ramble is no 
exception. In spite of the safety of members always being of paramount concern, accidents will 
occasionally happen. It is important, therefore, that when entering into the activity, each member 
appreciates that they have a responsibility to identify the hazards associated with the activity and take 
all reasonable steps to eliminate or minimise the potential for accidents to arise.  

  


