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MENDIP RAMBLERS FREE WALKING FESTIVAL 2015 

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 

Saturday 29, Sunday 30, Monday 31 August 2015 

Each day there will be 3 walks (various distances) starting at 10.00am 

Plus 1 shorter walk starting at 1.30pm 

All walks start from 

Charlton Community Hall 

Top Road, Charlton Adam 

Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7BE 

ST 533 288 

OS Explorer Map 129 Yeovil & Sherborne 

Tea and cake will be available in the village hall after each walk                             

(for a small donation) 

www.mendipramblers.co.uk 

Any queries please telephone  
Martyn on 01761 471891 / martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk 

or 
Mary on 01373 474530 / mary@mendipramblers.co.uk 

 

  
 
COMMITTEE NEWS 
 
A change in our programme 
To reduce the costs of needless printing of too many copies of the Somerset Rambler, it has 
been decided that the groups would print the newsletter along with their own programme. We 
have merged the two programmes and hope that you like the set up.                      Peggy          
 

Walks in this programme include: 
Cup of tea walks with Mary on 6 April, 4 May and 1 June and Roger and Sally on 6 July 
A visit to Magotty Pagotty with Richard and Lisa on 3 May. 
Walking on the Isle of Wight with Les on 30 May. 
Finishing the walk with a meal in the Hunters Lodge. Brian is leading on 12 June. 
Starting the walk from a lock-up, once used to punish drunks and villains: 5 July with Bob.          
 
 

Photos of Nunney Castle and a Mendip view (Peter Gatenby) 
  
 

http://www.mendipramblers.co.uk/
mailto:martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:mary@mendipramblers.co.uk
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Plea for walk leaders for the walking festival  
We are still without walk leaders for Sunday afternoon 4.5 miles, Saturday morning 8 miles 
and 12 miles, Monday morning 12 miles and 8 miles. Surely there are 5 people out there who 
would like to volunteer. If so, please contact Les. 
 

Walking festival booklets 

We have decided – due to the workload of the festival committee – not to produce a walks 
booklet for this year’s festival. The walks will be written up and put on the website 
www.mendipfestivals.org.uk. If anyone would like to take on the production of hard copy 
walks booklets, please contact Martyn Hart at martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk. 

 

Are you a budding walk leader but don’t know it? 
Without walk leaders, we would not have any walks. 
When I started walking with the ramblers, I did not lead walks. I was not a good map reader 
and wished I was much better. However, I thought I would have a go. Since then, I have had 
many hours of enjoyment designing walks and leading them.  
We can do a lot to help people gain the confidence to design and lead walks. If you are new 
to this, I would suggest that you download a walk from our walking festivals website 
www.mendipfestivals.org.uk. Here you will find written instructions from all our past festivals. 
If you don’t feel confident of going out on your own to recce one of these walks, you can 
contact Peggy our programme coordinator and she will get in touch with one of our 
volunteers. This volunteer will be your walk leader “buddy” and help you lead your first walk. 
He or she will be your “mentor” until you gain the confidence to lead walks alone. 
If you want to know more about map reading, on our web site www.mendipramblers.co.uk 
you can choose Links, then Map Reading Resources and Map Reading”. Here you can find lots 
of information to help you make sense of an ordnance survey map.   
I hope that this article entices you to leading a walk, as I am sure you will find it a very 
enjoyable experience sharing some of your favourite paths with the group.             Les 
 

Please help us keep our footpath network open 
By walking the paths, you are already helping to keep the footpath network open. However, 
you could do much more, with very little effort.  
Paths that are well walked, require much less clearance work than paths that are walked 
infrequently. So, why not take a pair of secateurs on your walk and rather than avoid the odd 
bramble or overhanging bush, simply prune it so that others can walk through in comfort.  
If you should come across a broken step or stile or a locked gate, report it. We cannot expect 
the Rights of Way team to magically know where all the faults are, unless you let them know.  
You could take a photo and note the grid reference on the map, or just remember where the 
fault was.  
When you return home, log onto our website www.mendipramblers.co.uk, click on Footpaths 
and select Report Footpath Problems. You will then get Somerset’s interactive map. All the 
help you need is there. If this is too difficult, send the fault and grid reference to either 
TonyP@mendipramblers.co.uk if the fault is in Mendip East (Shepton Mallet to Frome and 
down to Castle Cary) or Brian@mendipramblers.co.uk if the fault is in Mendip West (west of 
Shepton Mallet, Wells, Street, Glastonbury). They will then put the fault on the map. 
                                                                                                 (cont’d on page 4) 
 

http://www.mendipfestivals.org.uk/
mailto:martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk
http://www.mendipfestivals.org.uk/
http://www.mendipramblers.co.uk/
http://www.mendipramblers.co.uk/
mailto:TonyP@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:Brian@mendipramblers.co.uk
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If you want to get even more involved, why not become a PPLO, a Parish Path Liaison Officer.       
I am one for Frome, Bob Berry looks after Shepton Mallet, Brian Underwood has Wookey in 
his care and Trevor Letcher watches over Stratton-on-the-Fosse. If you are interested, contact 
your parish or town council to see if they need a path liaison officer.  
You can also join Bob and his team on a Tuesday, learn a new skill by putting in stiles and 
gates and get fit.               Les 
 

Mendip Ramblers new websites 
If you want to download a walk from one of our previous walking festivals, then visit 
www.mendipfestivals.org.uk. 
If you want details of the Mendip Ring, our 117 mile walk around Mendip, then visit 
www.mendipring.org.uk. 
 

There is also: www.mendipramblers.co.uk: information about our activities.    
And www.somersetramblers.co.uk: information on all Ramblers groups in Somerset. 
  
 

OTHER NEWS 
 

A day on the Isle of Wight with Les    Saturday 30 May 
A different walk to the last three years. We cross by ferry (approx. 10am) from Lymington to 
Yarmouth and we may catch a bus from Yarmouth, so bring your bus pass!  
Contact the leader if you plan to come on this walk, if you require information, or if you have 
questions. Details are also on the walk pages. 
 
                                        

Cup of tea walks 

     
                                                                        

    
Frome Rights of Way walks - please note: 
The Frome Rights of Way walks (see Extra walks) have changed from the first Sunday of the 
month to the second Sunday of the month. 

  
 

FUTURE EVENTS 
 
Trip to Flat Holm   Monday 03/08/2015 

The trip to Flat Holm we are planning, will be – weather permitting – on Monday 3 August 
2015, sailing from Weston super Mare at 11:00, landing on Flat Holm at 13:30. We will return 
from Flat Holm at 19:10, landing at Weston super Mare at 20:00.      (cont’d on page 5) 
 
 

The cup of tea walks will continue as a regular feature on the first 
Monday afternoon of the month and are open to anyone who would 

like to come and perhaps lead one as with all the regular walks. 

http://www.mendipfestivals.org.uk/
http://www.mendipring.org.uk/
http://www.mendipramblers.co.uk/
http://www.somersetramblers.co.uk/
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The price per person is £24 + £5 fee payable on landing on the island. 
To avoid any disappointment, please let us know by FRIDAY 15 MAY if you are definitely 
coming, so that we can make sure that everybody gets booked on the boat. 
Could you please send your email address and phone number to rorbb@btopenworld.com in 
case we need to get in touch if the trip is cancelled.                              Bob and Rosemary 
 
 

Brittany (self booking)   Tuesday 15/09/2015 – Tuesday 22/09/2015  
7 Days walking in France 
We shall be stopping at ‘La Hallerais’ at Taden near Dinan in Brittany. This has camping as 
well as mobile homes for rent. http://www.camping-lahallerais.com/en 
Taden is about 2½ hours’ drive from Cherbourg (ferry from either Portsmouth or Poole) and 
½ hour from St Malo (ferry from Plymouth, Poole, Portsmouth or Weymouth) with a 20 
minute walk along the canal bank to the medieval town of Dinan. 
This is the same site that we went to in 2014 as there are plenty of walks left to do in the 
area and the local walking group was incredibly welcoming. 
Please tell us if you have an interest in attending, so that we can judge demand. 
                       Tony & Jane 
 

step in stone 
We have been contacted about step in stone, “a collaborative, multi-stranded art trail around 
3-4 disused and working quarries in the East Mendips to illuminate these spectacular, hidden 
landscapes and explore Somerset’s heritage and beauty. Artists will develop and create a 
series of research-led- site-specific temporary artworks for a curated trail in response to the 
nature of quarries”.  
The quarries involved are: Halecombe (working, peripheral circular public pathway), 
Westdown (disused, public path through it) and Fairy Cave (walk with scientific interest).  
From August to October there will be art trails in or around the quarries. 
There will also be guided tours for groups (to be booked). 
If you are interested and want to know more about this, you can visit www.stepinstone-
somerset.co.uk or www.facebook.com/pages/Step-in-stone/958015540879369. 
You can also go on our website and follow the link.  
 
  

OTHER (walk) INFORMATION          
  

Extra walks 
Wednesday:  Most Wednesdays, David Rawlings leads an un-recceed walk. Contact David on 
01373 836252 or Alice on 01373 474695. This is a sub group of Mendip Ramblers. 
Thursday:  Every Thursday Tony Strange arranges walks for the West Mendip Walking Group, 
a sub group of Mendip Ramblers. Details are on the website. 
Sunday:  Every second  Sunday of the month, Frome Rights of Way have a Sunday afternoon 
walk. Members of Mendip Ramblers walk with this group. Frome Rights of Way is not affiliated 
to the Ramblers. Contact Mike Plaskitt on 01373 472101 or Les Stather on 07768 556735. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rorbb@btopenworld.com
http://www.camping-lahallerais.com/en
http://www.stepinstone-somerset.co.uk/
http://www.stepinstone-somerset.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Step-in-stone/958015540879369
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COMMITTEE  2015: 
 
Chair: 
Mike Plaskitt  mike@mendipramblers.co.uk  01373 472101 
Secretary/Web Master: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
(Web Master assisted by Tony Dyson) 
Treasurer: 
Tony Dyson  tonyd@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715 
Footpath Officer East: 
Tony Parsons  tonyp@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 342285 
Footpath Officer West: 
Brian Underwood  brian@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 672457 
Membership Secretary: 
Mary Davis  maryd@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 342285 
Press Secretary/Publicity Officer: 
Mary Birchall   maryb@mendipramblers.co.uk  01373 474530 
Social Secretary: 
Vacant position 
Area Committee Rep: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
Programme Co-ordinator: 
Peggy Fortunati  peggy@mendipramblers.co.uk  01278 783270 
Committee Members: 
Jane Dyson  jane@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715 
Martyn Hart   martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk 01761 471891 
  
 

 

 

Saturday 6 June 2015:  
Please submit your walks for the next programme 

  
 
 
 

We live in a fast-paced society. Walking slows us down ~ Robert Sweetgall 
 
 

  
 
 

mailto:mike@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:tonyd@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:tonyp@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:brian@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:maryd@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:maryb@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:peggy@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:jane@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 02/04/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Leisurely: Wedmore to Nyland (climb optional)         

Meet Wedmore town car park off B3151 Cheddar Road  

BS28 4EQ, ST437481 

6mi/9.7km 

Ken M 

01749 670349 

Sun 05/04/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Wyke, Chorley Hill and Stump’s Cross 

Meet Castle Cary, Catherine's Close car park, Ansford  

BA7 7HP, ST641326 

10.5mi/16.9km 

Bob &  Rosemary  

01749 346023 

Mon 06/04/2015 

Time: 13:45 

EX142 

Leisurely: Cup of tea walk: Bruton 

Meet Bridge opposite church car park, on road or in  

car parks in the village 

BA10 0EB, ST684348 

3mi/4.8km 

Mary D  

01749 342285 

Thu 09/04/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Batcombe, Spargrove and Honeycliff 

Meet Batcombe, near or outside St. Mary's church  

BA4 6HP, ST690390 

6.8mi/10.9km 

Mo B  

07557 513779 

Sun 12/04/2015 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Thu 16/04/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX155 

Moderate: Compton Dando, Publow and Hunstrete 

Meet Compton Dando, Court Hill. Park on the road 

near the inn. Pls share cars 

BS39 4JZ, ST645644 

7mi/11.3km 

Martyn  

01761 471891 

Sun 19/04/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX116/117 

Moderate: Beaminster circuit 

Meet Beaminster car park on A3066 Crewkerne to Bridport 

Road  

DT8 3AS, ST480013 

12mi/19.3km 

Laurence 

07568 584994 

Thu 23/04/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate: West Pennard to West Bradley 

Meet West Pennard church. Pls park on roads near  

the church, not in church car park  

BA6 8NR, ST552382 

6mi/9.7km 

Francoise  

01458 831823 

Sun 26/04/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate: Rodney Stoke and Cheddar 

Meet Rodney Stoke, corner of Millway and Stoke Street 

Please share cars if possible  

BS27 3UN, ST484499 

10mi/16.1km 

Jo  

01749 870813 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 30/04/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Strenuous: Cheddar area 

Meet Cheddar, public car park near Riverside Inn.  

(charge: £0.70/Hr  £3.50/max) 

BS27 3PT, ST460535 

6mi/9.7km 

Dave D 

01963 351077 

Sun 03/05/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate (1000ft ascent): Butleigh and Magotty Pagotty 

Meet Combe Hill car park, near Compton Dundon  

BA6 8TP, ST503331 

11mi/17.7km 

Richard & Lisa 

01749 672373 

Mon 04/05/2015 

Time: 13:45 

EX142 

Leisurely: Cup of tea walk: Castle Cary 

Meet Castle Cary, Catherine's Close car park, Ansford  

BA7 7HP, ST641325 

3mi/4.8km 

Mary D  

01749 342285 

Thu 07/05/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate: Herriotts Bridge, Moat Farm and West Harptree 

Meet Herriotts Bridge  

BS40 6HN, ST572582 

7mi/11.3km 

Martyn  

01761 471891 

Sun 10/05/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Batcombe, Higher Alham and Wanstrow 

Meet Batcombe, near or outside St. Mary's church  

BA4 6HP, ST690390 

7mi/11.3km 

Les  

07768 556735 

Sun 10/05/2015 

14:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Batcombe, Studley Bottom and Upton Noble 

Meet Batcombe, near or outside St. Mary's church  

BA4 6HP, ST690390 

5.5mi/8.9km 

Les 

07768 556735 

Thu 14/05/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Bolter’s Bridge, Alford, Sutton and Alhampton 

Meet on road near Ditcheat Church and Harvester Yard  

BA4 6RB, ST624363 

6.4mi/10.3km 

Roger 

07803 719414 

Sun 17/05/2015 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Thu 21/05/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate: Chew Magna, Norton Hawkfield, Stanton Drew 

(incl. parts of 3 Peaks Walk and 2 Rivers Way) 

Meet Chew Magna, car park behind Pelican Inn  

BS40 8SL, ST576631 

7mi/11.3km 

Ken M 

01749 670349 

Sun 24/05/2015 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 28/05/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Beckington area 

Meet near junction of Bath Road and Frome Road  

BA11 6SJ, ST800522 

6mi/9.7km 

Les  

07768 556735 

Sat 30/05/2015 

Time: 10:30 

OL29 

Moderate: A walk on the Isle of Wight.  

Park at Lymington 09:30. Take the 10:00 ferry.  Return 

ticket: £10.70. Meet: Yarmouth Ferry terminal. Start time  

of walk is approximate. Please contact Les if you are 

coming on this walk  

PO41 0PE, SZ353898 

11mi/17.7km 

Les  

07768 556735 

Sun 31/05/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX140 

Moderate: The Quantocks 

Meet Holford Green  

TA5 1SA, ST154410 

10mi/16.1km 

Peggy  

01278 783270 

Mon 01/06/2015 

Time: 13:45 

EX142 

Leisurely: Cup of tea walk: Pylle 

Meet Pylle, Thorner's farm shop/café  

BA4 6TA, ST620392 

3mi/4.8km  

Mary D  

01749 342285 

Thu 04/06/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Generally flat walk to East Pennard, Forgewell, 

Cockmill. Meet Pylle Village Hall car park (junction of A37 

Fosse Way and Pylle Lane)  

BA4 6SZ, ST617384 

6.4mi/10.3km 

Roger  

07803 719414 

Sun 07/06/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

 

Moderate: Mendip Ring circular: Farrington Gurney,  

Litton, Chewton Mendip 

Meet Farrington Gurney, car park to the r/h side of  

Memorial Hall and Social Club  

BS39 6TY, ST631556 

10mi/16.1km 

Claris  

01761 232703 

Thu 11/06/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Oakhill to Home Wood and St. Dunstan’s Well 

Meet Oakhill Village Hall  

BA3 5AN, ST633475 

6.5mi/10.5km 

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311 

Fri 12/06/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Pub walk from the Hunters Lodge, Priddy  

to Stock Hill woods and North Hill 

Meet Priddy, the Hunters Lodge car park  

BA5 3AR, ST549500 

5mi/8km 

Brian U 

01749 672457 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Sun 14/06/2015 

Time: 10:00 

OL009 

Moderate: Wheddon Cross to Winsford 

Meet Wheddon Cross car park  

TA24 7DP, SS924388 

11.5mi/18.5km 

Janet 

01458 835238 

Thu 18/06/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Bruton and South Brewham 

Meet Bruton, Station Approach 

BA10 0EG, ST685349 

6.5mi/10.5km 

Mary & Maggie 

01373 474530 

Sun 21/06/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX140 

Moderate (2000ft ascent): Cothelstone Hill, Lydeard Hill and 

Tetton House 

Meet Buncombe Woods car park  

TA5 1AU, ST200328 

12mi/19.3km 

Richard & Lisa 

01749 672373 

Thu 25/06/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate: Mells, Great Elm, Buckland Dinham and  

Conduit Bridge 

Meet Mells, road near the Talbot Inn  

BA11 3PW, ST728492 

6.5mi/10.5km 

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311 

Sun 28/06/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Strenuous: Blackdown, Burrington Ham, Iron Age fort at 

Dolebury Warren 

Meet Rowberrow, Swan Inn. Car park opposite pub 

Park at bottom end  

BS25 1QL, ST449585 

10mi/16.1km 

Jo 

01749 870813 

Sun 05/07/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX155 

Moderate: Wooscombe Wood, Stantonbury Hill and  

Whitley Batts 

Meet Pensford, the old lock-up in Publow Lane  

BS39 4AW, ST619637 

11.5mi/18.5km 

Bob & 

Rosemary 

01749 346023 

Mon 06/07/2015 

Time: 13:45 

EX142 

Leisurely: Cup of tea walk: Ditcheat 

Meet on road near Ditcheat Church  

BA4 6RB, ST624363 

3.5mi/5.6km 

Roger & Sally 

07803 719414 

Thu 09/07/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

Moderate: Dursdon Drove and Wookey Hole 

Meet Deerleap car park  

BA5 1EL, ST520485 

6mi/9.7km 

Gus  

01749 840349 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Sun 12/07/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX142 

Strenuous: Monkton Combe, Dundas Aqueduct, Bradford  

on Avon and Avoncliff 

Meet A36 parking area opposite branch road turning to  

Hinton Charterhouse  

BA2 7TE, ST780591 

11mi/17.7km 

Gus 

01749 840349 

Thu 16/07/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX129 

Moderate: Copley Wood, Butleigh Cross and Kingweston 

Meet Charlton Adam, Charlton Community Hall, Top Road  

TA11 7BE, ST535287 

7mi/11.3km 

Brian U 

01749 672457 

Sun 19/07/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX143 

Moderate (1000ft ascent): Mere Castle and White Sheet Hill 

Meet Mere. Salisbury Street car park (free)  

BA12 6HB, ST815324 

12mi/19.3km 

Richard & Lisa 

01749 672373 

Thu 23/07/2015 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

Sun 26/07/2015 

Time: 10:00 

EX141 

 

Moderate: Cheddar, Mascall’s Wood, Bubwith Acres and  

part of the gorge 

Meet Cheddar, Silver Street, near Gardeners Arms  

BS27 3LE, ST457539 

9.8mi/15.8km 

Jo 

01749 870813 

Thu 30/07/2015 NO WALK HAS BEEN OFFERED. PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

 
 

 

  Thank you for your walks in this programme!   
  
 
 

 Code of conduct for dog owners 
1. Please consider other walkers at all times and ensure that their enjoyment of the    

walk is not affected in any way by your dog. 
2. Dogs must be kept under close control when there is livestock about. 
3. It is recommended that dogs are kept on a lead when walking on a 
highway with vehicular access. 
4. If any walker feels a dog is not under proper control, they should speak 
to the leader. 
5. Follow any directions given by the leader or the back marker.  
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Area AGM 
Saturday 21st February 2pm 

 

The AGM, hosted by South Somerset Group, will be held in Long Sutton 
Village Hall GR ST469256, postcode TA10 9NT.  Long Sutton is just off 
the A372 on the B3165, just east of Langport and about 5km (3 miles) 
from the Podimore roundabout. 
     There will be a 5 mile walk starting at 10.30am led by a group member 
and the hall will be open from 10am.  A speaker from Rambler’s Head 
Office will be attending. 
 

Area Committee January Meeting 
 

At the January meeting items discussed included the following: 
 

Footpaths:  The paths in the Stogursey area, currently disrupted by 
work at Hinkley Point, will be reviewed by the Area Footpath Secretary, 
West Somerset Group and SCC.  EDF have provided funds to improve 
the network when the final map has been agreed. 
     The Committee agreed to offer up to £500 to support research into  
historical evidence to counter the closure of a path in High Ham.   
    A small group will be replying to the consultation document prepared 
by SCC on the Revised Rights of Way Improvement Plan (see page 3). 
Walking for Health:  Two groups reported a lack of success in liaising 
with local Walking for Health groups despite the information brought to 
the committee by Susie Corfield of Ramblers HQ.  The committee will 
seek clarification from HQ on this. 
Identification Key Rings  Following a report by South Somerset group 
that their key rings attached to rucksacks giving contact details in case of 
accident on a walk had proved popular, it was agreed to purchase key 
rings for members and these will be available through Groups. 
Area Newsletter  In future this will be sent as a pdf in colour to the 
groups who will be supplied with their labels by the editor  Funds are 
available from the Area Treasurer for those groups who wish to print out 
copies in black and white for mailing. 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset members or 

would like to comment on any current issue then please send them to 
me.  Entries for the next issue before 31st May please to: 

Joan Gubbin, Greenway Thatch, North Curry, Taunton  
TA3 6NH  Tel:  01823 490201  Email: mail@gubbin.co.uk 

 

Company Registration No 4458492.   Registered Charity in England & Wales No: 1093577.   Registered charity in Scotland, 
No: SC039799.  Registered Office:  2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 

  

 

 

Coast Path Success! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In December the Government announced that more than £5.3  
million has been committed to ensure the England Coast Path will 
be completed and open for all to enjoy by 2020, ten years earlier 
than was originally planned.  Deputy Prime Minister, Nick Clegg, 
announced that an additional £44,000 of funding will be made  
available this year and £5.26 million in 2015-16 to speed up the 
opening of the seaside path. 
    Our members and supporters have been the driving force behind 
the campaign to open up all 3,000 miles of England’s beautiful coast 
for everyone to enjoy.  Previous timetables only outlined work on 
the project up to 2016. We feared progress would stall until Nick 
Clegg announced in September that the coast path would be com-
pleted by 2020. But funding still remained uncertain until now. 
    Throughout our 80 year history, we’ve consistently campaigned 
to open up the coast line and we’re thrilled that this dream will 
soon become a reality.  Chief executive, Benedict Southworth, said: 
‘Investing in the coast path is not just good news for walkers, but 
will help to breathe new life into our coastal towns and villages, 
boosting tourism and the local economy and reconnecting people 
with their stretch of coast, promoting health and wellbeing.’ 
Ramblers effort to get a path around the England coast line has 
been shortlisted for Voluntary Sector Campaign of the Year. 
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Mendip Ramblers’  
Free Walking Festival 2015 

 

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 
Saturday 29, Sunday 30, Monday 31 August 2015 

 

Each day there will be 3 walks (various distances) starting at 
10.00am.  Plus 1 shorter walk starting at 1.30pm  
All walks start from Charlton Community Hall,Top Road, Charlton 
Adam, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7BE  
OS Explorer Map 129 Yeovil & Sherborne ST 533288 
 

Tea and cake will be available in the village hall after each walk (for a 
small donation) 
Any queries get in touch with: 
Martyn on 01761 471891, martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk  or  
Mary on 01373 474530, mary@mendipramblers.co.uk  
 

Car thefts in Somerset 
There has been a general increase in 
the number of thefts from cars  
recently and an increasing number in 
rural car parks.  These are often in 
beauty spots and predominantly 
used by walkers during the day. 
Vehicles have generally been left secure and access has been gained 
by breaking windows.  Items left on display in such vehicles has 
been targeted - such as personal items, sat navs and small change 
left in central consoles. This is a reminder to members to not only 
keep vehicles secure, but remove temptation by not leaving any 
items on display.  No matter how inconsequential you think the 
item is, it could be too good an opportunity for the would-be thief. 
If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 101 
or you can call anonymously to the independent charity  
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.   
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     Our footpath maintenance team have continued their work with the 
building of more new bridges and repairing some old ones.  We have  
succeeded in opening up a footpath in Sand Bay.  All we require now is 
for the farmers to clear the rhynes to allow the water to flow rather than 
sit at bridge height.  This particular task was hampered by the need to 
work in partially flooded ground to erect the supporting structures.  Our 
efforts do not go unnoticed as our work has been recorded and pictured 
in quite a number of magazines recently, including the Ramblers Walk 
magazine. 
     The committee have started initial planning for our 25th anniversary in 
2016.  Some of the ideas include 25 historical walks, Summer Solstice 
breakfast and walk, barn dance, treasure hunt.  We also hope to have 
some special weekends away and coach trips.  We will be looking for a 
very special guest speaker for our 25th AGM.  All these, and other items, 
will be highlighted with a special logo in our programme throughout the 
year of 2016. 
     Memberships stands at 204 which is more or less constant.  We have 
a few leave and are replaced by one or two new members.  
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South Somerset Group  In November 21 members attended our 
AGM.  The walk beforehand was not without event. Brian came to the 
rescue of a sheep which was stranded on its back and in some distress.  
Once back on its feet, a quick ‘Baa’ and it was off to join the rest of the 
flock.  At the meeting all the officers were re-elected. But Wendy Yates  
announced that she would stand down as Chairman at the end of this 
term.  
     In 2014 the Wessex Wanderer Programme of railway guided walks in 
association with the Bristol to Weymouth Railway lines had a total of 511 
walkers, 345 using the train in both directions. 
     At the end of December the Volunteer Group had completed another 
78 footpath surveys for SCC and in the Bruton area had installed three 
pedestrian gates, one kissing gate, a short sleeper footbridge, two stiles 
and repaired a third.  They also erected several waymark posts near 
North Brewham. 
     If anyone is interested in joining the Volunteer group please contact a 
committee member. 
     We held two Christmas Lunches and are now planning for the  
Summer Supper in July. 
Woodspring Ramblers  Autumn provided the group with excellent 
weather conditions to manage our very successful programme of walks.  
We have not missed a single weekend for some considerable time.  Our 
programme secretary, Mavis, has managed to get the usual members to 
provide walks but we are finding it almost impossible to recruit new walk 
leaders.  Time will tell. 
     Eddy’s successful ascent of Mount Kilimanjaro raised over £6,000 for 
the Weston Hospicecare. This included £2,000 from the Mountain  
Warehouse Charity Challenge which he was pleased to have won.  Eddy 
has asked me to pass on a message of thanks to all area members and 
friends who helped support him by voting for him. Opposite is a photo of 
Eddy being presented with the cheque from a member of Mountain 
Warehouse and passing the cheque to Weston Hospicecare at the  
Mountain Warehouse shop in Cheddar. 
     Our annual AGM on 16th November was one of our best yet.  We had 
a total of 55 members attend the meeting.  It was so successful we ran 
out of soup which we provide after a morning walk.  Our guest speaker in 
the afternoon was Mr Bill Francis from the Wetlands and Wildlife Trust,  
Slimbridge.  Bill provided an excellent presentation of life at Slimbridge,  
       including the rearing of the cranes now released on the Levels.    3 

  

The Ramblers website can be found at: www.ramblers.org.uk 

Area Holiday 2015 - St Mawes, Cornwall  
(9th to 12th October) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I am pleased to report that this event is fully booked (77 members 
attending) at present and I am running a waiting list if any other 
members would like to register an interest, as historically there are 
usually a few changes in personal circumstances that lead to some 
late availability. A booking form is downloadable from the dedicated 
website (http://www.roughmoor.org/SM/sm15.htm).  Complete and 
send to me but without any need for a deposit at this stage. 
Les has started work on the actual walks programme and we are 
grateful for the kind offers from members to lead them. As and 
when the programme becomes clearer it will be posted to the  
dedicated website (link noted above); as will any other information 
about the holiday.     Roger Conway  
 

Somerset County Council  
Revised Rights of Way Improvement Plan (2) 

This has now been published and the Council are seeking views via 
consultation with a closing date in early March.  Area Committee 
will be preparing a response and if you have any comments to make 
please forward them to Vice Chairman, Roger Conway via the Area 
website http://www.somersetramblers.co.uk 
You can read the report at http://www.somerset.gov.uk/
ROWIPConsultation 
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GROUP REPORTS 
 

West Somerset Group  In October, the group enjoyed a successful 
coach trip to Abbotsbury.  Three walks were organised, catering for most 
walking abilities.  At the AGM in November, members said farewell to 
their Chairman, Ann Foxhuntley, who has been a tower of strength on 
the committee for the past 12 years.  Her commitment and dedication to 
the well-being of the group has been greatly appreciated, especially in the 
way she took on the responsibilities of unfilled committee appointments.  
The AGM elected a new Chairman, David Jones, and secretary, Carol 
Richards, who also volunteered to take on the additional responsibilities 
of Publicity Officer.  The group is still without a Footpath Secretary, but 
the Committee’s ‘Footpath Panel’ will continue to operate.  The cuts in  
Somerset’s Rights of Way staff, and similar cuts in Exmoor National Park, 
do not bode well for the future of West Somerset’s footpaths.  Work has 
already begun on modifications to footpaths involved in the new Hinkley 
Point development and this will be monitored. 
     West Somerset Group’s membership is currently 182, showing a  
decline over the year, but our Walks Programme continues to be well 
supported, and the group website is working well. 
Sedgemoor Group  Walks It was noticeable that numbers on evening 
walks and Saturday walks have increased. These shorter walks have  
become popular and we now see a wider membership participating.  It is 
important that new walk leaders come forward.  There are a number of 
experienced walk leaders who can help new walk leaders with their first 
walk, so all they need to do is ask.  Throughout the summer we all  
enjoyed some excellent walks in fine weather.  In July our summer outing 
took us to North Devon and with a coach-load of members we enjoyed 
three separate walks along the beautiful coast path. The weather was 
sunny and most people fell asleep on the way back, so it must have been 
good.  We have maintained a full programme of walks and have seen new 
walk leaders from the group. The last three months of 2014 have seen 
walk numbers average around the 20 mark for each walk 
     Our working party has been active on a monthly basis in all areas from 
clearing paths to replacing stiles and placing gates. In addition, a large 
number of surveys have been completed by our Footpath Secretary and a 
team of volunteers. 
AGM, October All posts were filled with three new members  
joining the committee.  Membership stands at 155.  The group lost  4 5 

  

a number of older members who have not renewed their membership, 
however a number of new members has stopped the decline. 
Social Activity This year, for a change, we had a summer tea organised by 
Jenny who had volunteered to be Acting Social Secretary as the post was 
vacant. This was hosted by Maribel & David.  Tea was enjoyed in their 
marquee and a fine selection of home-made cakes gave it the ‘Sedgemoor 
Bake Off’ feel.  The Christmas dinner was held at Blackmore Farm where 
35 of us enjoyed a superb evening.  Over Christmas we had champagne & 
mince pie walks & a mulled wine walk on New Year’s Day. 
Clevedon Group  Membership is a little down at 162 but we hope in 
Spring we may be able to recruit new members.  As it is our 25th  
Anniversary this year we propose a celebration in the form of a social 
‘Get Together’ and possibly a repeat of the first walk by the Group.  At a 
recent committee meeting we discussed the cost of mileage when taking 
members to walks. At present we charge 10p a mile and propose keeping 
it at that figure, but putting a maximum fee of £8 per person regardless of 
distance, trying wherever possible to make sure seats in cars are filled.  
Mendip Group  Membership is up 1 to 330.  The working party is being 
kept busy putting in kissing gates for both Somerset and Bath & North 
East Somerset.  Our Thursday walks are very popular and often attract 
more than 30 people.  Our Sunday walks are less popular with usually 
about 15 walkers. 
SWAG  At the AGM last November, a number of committee posts were 
filled by new faces, each one bringing a fresh set of ideas on the direction 
and running of the group. Going forward, SWAG has an exciting social 
programme and a full walks programme for January to April 2015. In fact, 
the first walk had 17 attendees which is one of our best starts to a New 
Year. Hopefully, this is a good sign!  
Taunton Deane Ramblers With the retirement of both the group and 
footpath secretaries towards the end of the year, the group went through 
an anxious period in finding and appointing replacements. The matter is 
now resolved.  A more long-term problem is that of finding enough new 
walk leaders.  With this in mind we are holding another walk leadership 
workshop; an informal approach to encourage new leaders. On the social 
front a quiz night and barn dance are on the drawing board for February 
and March, as is a special walk for the Friends of Konigslutter (twinned 
with Taunton) over Easter.  Finally, we are looking at the possibility of 
producing a 2016 Somerset Walks Calendar. With so many great county-
wide views and walks, the challenge is to marry the two in a  
calendar of saleable quality. 

5 
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South Somerset Group  In November 21 members attended our 
AGM.  The walk beforehand was not without event. Brian came to the 
rescue of a sheep which was stranded on its back and in some distress.  
Once back on its feet, a quick ‘Baa’ and it was off to join the rest of the 
flock.  At the meeting all the officers were re-elected. But Wendy Yates  
announced that she would stand down as Chairman at the end of this 
term.  
     In 2014 the Wessex Wanderer Programme of railway guided walks in 
association with the Bristol to Weymouth Railway lines had a total of 511 
walkers, 345 using the train in both directions. 
     At the end of December the Volunteer Group had completed another 
78 footpath surveys for SCC and in the Bruton area had installed three 
pedestrian gates, one kissing gate, a short sleeper footbridge, two stiles 
and repaired a third.  They also erected several waymark posts near 
North Brewham. 
     If anyone is interested in joining the Volunteer group please contact a 
committee member. 
     We held two Christmas Lunches and are now planning for the  
Summer Supper in July. 
Woodspring Ramblers  Autumn provided the group with excellent 
weather conditions to manage our very successful programme of walks.  
We have not missed a single weekend for some considerable time.  Our 
programme secretary, Mavis, has managed to get the usual members to 
provide walks but we are finding it almost impossible to recruit new walk 
leaders.  Time will tell. 
     Eddy’s successful ascent of Mount Kilimanjaro raised over £6,000 for 
the Weston Hospicecare. This included £2,000 from the Mountain  
Warehouse Charity Challenge which he was pleased to have won.  Eddy 
has asked me to pass on a message of thanks to all area members and 
friends who helped support him by voting for him. Opposite is a photo of 
Eddy being presented with the cheque from a member of Mountain 
Warehouse and passing the cheque to Weston Hospicecare at the  
Mountain Warehouse shop in Cheddar. 
     Our annual AGM on 16th November was one of our best yet.  We had 
a total of 55 members attend the meeting.  It was so successful we ran 
out of soup which we provide after a morning walk.  Our guest speaker in 
the afternoon was Mr Bill Francis from the Wetlands and Wildlife Trust,  
Slimbridge.  Bill provided an excellent presentation of life at Slimbridge,  
       including the rearing of the cranes now released on the Levels.    3 
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I am pleased to report that this event is fully booked (77 members 
attending) at present and I am running a waiting list if any other 
members would like to register an interest, as historically there are 
usually a few changes in personal circumstances that lead to some 
late availability. A booking form is downloadable from the dedicated 
website (http://www.roughmoor.org/SM/sm15.htm).  Complete and 
send to me but without any need for a deposit at this stage. 
Les has started work on the actual walks programme and we are 
grateful for the kind offers from members to lead them. As and 
when the programme becomes clearer it will be posted to the  
dedicated website (link noted above); as will any other information 
about the holiday.     Roger Conway  
 

Somerset County Council  
Revised Rights of Way Improvement Plan (2) 

This has now been published and the Council are seeking views via 
consultation with a closing date in early March.  Area Committee 
will be preparing a response and if you have any comments to make 
please forward them to Vice Chairman, Roger Conway via the Area 
website http://www.somersetramblers.co.uk 
You can read the report at http://www.somerset.gov.uk/
ROWIPConsultation 
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Mendip Ramblers’  
Free Walking Festival 2015 

 

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 
Saturday 29, Sunday 30, Monday 31 August 2015 

 

Each day there will be 3 walks (various distances) starting at 
10.00am.  Plus 1 shorter walk starting at 1.30pm  
All walks start from Charlton Community Hall,Top Road, Charlton 
Adam, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7BE  
OS Explorer Map 129 Yeovil & Sherborne ST 533288 
 

Tea and cake will be available in the village hall after each walk (for a 
small donation) 
Any queries get in touch with: 
Martyn on 01761 471891, martyn@mendipramblers.co.uk  or  
Mary on 01373 474530, mary@mendipramblers.co.uk  
 

Car thefts in Somerset 
There has been a general increase in 
the number of thefts from cars  
recently and an increasing number in 
rural car parks.  These are often in 
beauty spots and predominantly 
used by walkers during the day. 
Vehicles have generally been left secure and access has been gained 
by breaking windows.  Items left on display in such vehicles has 
been targeted - such as personal items, sat navs and small change 
left in central consoles. This is a reminder to members to not only 
keep vehicles secure, but remove temptation by not leaving any 
items on display.  No matter how inconsequential you think the 
item is, it could be too good an opportunity for the would-be thief. 
If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 101 
or you can call anonymously to the independent charity  
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.   
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     Our footpath maintenance team have continued their work with the 
building of more new bridges and repairing some old ones.  We have  
succeeded in opening up a footpath in Sand Bay.  All we require now is 
for the farmers to clear the rhynes to allow the water to flow rather than 
sit at bridge height.  This particular task was hampered by the need to 
work in partially flooded ground to erect the supporting structures.  Our 
efforts do not go unnoticed as our work has been recorded and pictured 
in quite a number of magazines recently, including the Ramblers Walk 
magazine. 
     The committee have started initial planning for our 25th anniversary in 
2016.  Some of the ideas include 25 historical walks, Summer Solstice 
breakfast and walk, barn dance, treasure hunt.  We also hope to have 
some special weekends away and coach trips.  We will be looking for a 
very special guest speaker for our 25th AGM.  All these, and other items, 
will be highlighted with a special logo in our programme throughout the 
year of 2016. 
     Memberships stands at 204 which is more or less constant.  We have 
a few leave and are replaced by one or two new members.  
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Area AGM 
Saturday 21st February 2pm 

 

The AGM, hosted by South Somerset Group, will be held in Long Sutton 
Village Hall GR ST469256, postcode TA10 9NT.  Long Sutton is just off 
the A372 on the B3165, just east of Langport and about 5km (3 miles) 
from the Podimore roundabout. 
     There will be a 5 mile walk starting at 10.30am led by a group member 
and the hall will be open from 10am.  A speaker from Rambler’s Head 
Office will be attending. 
 

Area Committee January Meeting 
 

At the January meeting items discussed included the following: 
 

Footpaths:  The paths in the Stogursey area, currently disrupted by 
work at Hinkley Point, will be reviewed by the Area Footpath Secretary, 
West Somerset Group and SCC.  EDF have provided funds to improve 
the network when the final map has been agreed. 
     The Committee agreed to offer up to £500 to support research into  
historical evidence to counter the closure of a path in High Ham.   
    A small group will be replying to the consultation document prepared 
by SCC on the Revised Rights of Way Improvement Plan (see page 3). 
Walking for Health:  Two groups reported a lack of success in liaising 
with local Walking for Health groups despite the information brought to 
the committee by Susie Corfield of Ramblers HQ.  The committee will 
seek clarification from HQ on this. 
Identification Key Rings  Following a report by South Somerset group 
that their key rings attached to rucksacks giving contact details in case of 
accident on a walk had proved popular, it was agreed to purchase key 
rings for members and these will be available through Groups. 
Area Newsletter  In future this will be sent as a pdf in colour to the 
groups who will be supplied with their labels by the editor  Funds are 
available from the Area Treasurer for those groups who wish to print out 
copies in black and white for mailing. 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset members or 

would like to comment on any current issue then please send them to 
me.  Entries for the next issue before 31st May please to: 

Joan Gubbin, Greenway Thatch, North Curry, Taunton  
TA3 6NH  Tel:  01823 490201  Email: mail@gubbin.co.uk 

 

Company Registration No 4458492.   Registered Charity in England & Wales No: 1093577.   Registered charity in Scotland, 
No: SC039799.  Registered Office:  2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 

  

 

 

Coast Path Success! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In December the Government announced that more than £5.3  
million has been committed to ensure the England Coast Path will 
be completed and open for all to enjoy by 2020, ten years earlier 
than was originally planned.  Deputy Prime Minister, Nick Clegg, 
announced that an additional £44,000 of funding will be made  
available this year and £5.26 million in 2015-16 to speed up the 
opening of the seaside path. 
    Our members and supporters have been the driving force behind 
the campaign to open up all 3,000 miles of England’s beautiful coast 
for everyone to enjoy.  Previous timetables only outlined work on 
the project up to 2016. We feared progress would stall until Nick 
Clegg announced in September that the coast path would be com-
pleted by 2020. But funding still remained uncertain until now. 
    Throughout our 80 year history, we’ve consistently campaigned 
to open up the coast line and we’re thrilled that this dream will 
soon become a reality.  Chief executive, Benedict Southworth, said: 
‘Investing in the coast path is not just good news for walkers, but 
will help to breathe new life into our coastal towns and villages, 
boosting tourism and the local economy and reconnecting people 
with their stretch of coast, promoting health and wellbeing.’ 
Ramblers effort to get a path around the England coast line has 
been shortlisted for Voluntary Sector Campaign of the Year. 
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MENDIP RAMBLERS 
 
Our walks    Our walks are open to anyone interested.  Newcomers are welcome to join us 
for two or three walks without commitment. After that they may be asked to become a 
member of the Ramblers.  
Our programme    We aim to give full and accurate details of our walks so that members 
can choose walks to their liking and within their capabilities. We have a programme with 
regular Thursday and Sunday walks. Sometimes there are Friday walks. We have social 
events, weekends away and holidays. All details can be found in the programme. 
Where?    We walk almost anywhere in Mendip and surrounding areas. Routes avoid roads 
as far as possible, using footpaths and bridleways. 
What time and how long?    Thursday walks start at 10.00am and are usually about  
6 miles, finishing at around 2pm. They are walked at a slower pace than the Sunday walks. 
We have a coffee stop at 11am and a lunch break at around 12.30 or 1pm.  
Sunday walks start at 10.00am and are usually about 10 miles, finishing at around 4.00pm. 
They are walked at a faster pace than our Thursday walks.  We have a coffee stop at 11am 
and a lunch break at around 12.30 or 1pm.  
We may also stop for a short mid-afternoon break on our longer walks. 
Terrain    Walks are described as flat, undulating or hilly. Mud should be expected except in 
urban areas.  
Meeting for a walk    The grid reference on the walk programme is the official meeting 
point.  The postcode is also given; this is an approximate indicator to the starting point.  
Walks start on time, so be there at least 10 minutes early to give you time to get ready.  
Refreshments on walks    Bring food and drink with you for the morning stop and the 
lunch break.  Having enough fluids with you is important on hot days.  
Clothing    It is essential to wear stout footwear (walking boots) for most of the year and to 
carry windproof and waterproof clothing. 
Walk leaders    The leader sets the pace of the walk. Walkers are expected to stay behind 
him or her. All walk leaders are volunteers, who have given their time to survey the walk as 
well as lead it on the day. Each leader chooses his/her own walk, and usually surveys it with 
another group member. We are always pleased to hear from people who might want to lead. 
If you would like to find out what it involves, talk to any leader or the Programme Co-
ordinator. 
Dogs    Dogs – well behaved and under control - are welcome on our walks. If in doubt, ring 
the walk leader to confirm. 
 

 

http://www.mendipramblers.co.uk/
http://www.mendipramblers.co.uk/component/content/article/3-about-us/1-welcome-to-our-group-website.html
http://www.mendipramblers.co.uk/component/content/article/3-about-us/1-welcome-to-our-group-website.html

