
MENDIP RAMBLERS 

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday 22January 2015 at 7pm 

Venue: The Highwayman Inn, Cannards Grave, Shepton Mallet 

 

1. Welcome & Apologies for Absence 

As The King’s Arms at Shepton Mallet was unexpectedly closed the meeting transferred to 

The Highwayman. 

 Present: Mike Plaskitt, Tony Dyson, Jane Dyson, Mary Birchall 

    Brian Underwood, Tony Parsons, Mary Davies, Martyn Hart 

 Apologies: Peggy Fortunati, Les Stather  

 

2. Minutes of last meeting 

 Minutes of meeting held on 30 October 2014 approved. 

 

3. Matters Arising  

 The AGM reports had been assembled and the meeting held on 15 Nov 2014 and the 

Minutes circulated to Committee Members. Mike Plaskitt reminded the committee of his 

intention to stand down at the 2015 AGM. 

Area Meeting Actions – details still awaited as Minutes of the Area meeting have yet to be 

received.  

Crowood Walks – Les had sent an email about the process for updating the entries in the 

“100 Walks in Somerset” book but not received a reply. 

Orchardleigh paths – Les had emailed Clare Haskins but had not had a response. 

 

4. Officer & Sub-Committee Reports 

a. Membership Secretary  

Report in Appendix 1. Cup of tea walks arranged for Feb & Mar 15. The Oakhill morning & 

afternoon walks on Sunday 18 January attracted good numbers and other walk leaders should 

be encouraged to offer a similar arrangement in future programmes. 

b. Treasurer  

Accounts to 20 Jan 15 in Appendix 2. The high balance is due to advance payments for 

January meal and Spring Holiday. Part of the “social residuals” will be used to fund the Barn 



Dance planned for the Autumn. The Treasurer will ask B&NES and Somerset about potential 

donations for work undertaken in the past year. 

c. Footpath Officers 

Reports in Appendix 3 

d. Walks Programme 

Report in Appendix 4. 

Programme for April-July being compiled and on the 22 Jan walk 2 walkers offered to 

become walk leaders. 

 

e. Publicity Officer 

Report in Appendix 5 

Mary Birchall mentioned her wish to hand over to somebody else at the next AGM. The 

Chairman said that a possible candidate could be co-opted onto the committee in advance of 

the AGM. 

 

f. Social Secretary 

After discussion it was agreed that the Spring Holiday walk leaders should travel to St Ives 

on Wednesday 18 March in order to recce walks the following day. The additional cost had 

been factored into the holiday price and if there was any surplus then there would be an 

option of a small refund to the 56 attendees. 

 

5. Mendip Walking Festival 2015 

Report in Appendix 6. 

The Hall booking has been confirmed and paid. The need for new direction signs was agreed. 

Also the possibility of using/modifying the working party’s “Men at Work” signs for warning 

of walkers crossing the A37 should be considered. 

Tony D proposed a separate Mendip Walking Festival website – not just for publicity but as 

an easier way to find details of all previous festival walks. He also suggested buying business 

cards (£29 per 1000) that would just show the website addresses for Mendip Ramblers, 

Walking Festival and Mendip Ring and be given out as a simple aide-memoire. Both 

proposals were agreed. 

With the decision not to publish a Festival Walk Booklet, Brian asked who would write up 

each walk. Post Meeting Note: Each walk leader needs to write up their walk and forward it 

to Les. Despite there being no booklet the walk description will still be added to the website 

for future reference. 

 



6. Walking Books sold through Waterstones, Wells 

Payments received for 108 books to date but no indication of monthly sales figures. As 162 

copies of the booklet “Walks around Wells” are held there is no need to order any more. 

7. Working Party Update 

Now operating over the wider Somerset & B&NES area. It was agreed that if Somerset 

provide a donation then Dave Owen should receive a refund for fuel used in towing the 

trailer. Insurance for the trailer, rather than the tools, was agreed to be necessary and a quote 

of £90 pa obtained (requiring a wheel lock to be fitted when not is use). Treasurer to arrange. 

 

8. Other Business 

Chairman pointed out that we could submit items for consideration at the Ramblers General 

Council in late April, but no suggestions were forthcoming. 

The Somerset Rights of Way Improvement Plan had been seen by some committee members 

and any individual can submit comments via the Somerset web site. 

Future social events were discussed and the following agreed: 

 a. BBQ – Friday 5 June 15 – to start at 6pm & Jane D to book Oakhill Village Hall. 

 b. Barn Dance – Friday 30 Oct 15 – Mary D to provisionally book Coxley Village  

Hall. This event to be subsidised from “social residuals” money. 

 

9. Date of Next Meeting 

Thursday 30 April 2015 at 7pm at The Highwayman Inn. 

 

 

Action Points 

Treasurer – to contact B&NES & Somerset about potential donations. 

Tony D – establish a Mendip Walking Festival website 

Tony D – arrange printing of business cards showing web addresses 

Martyn – advise who is to write up festival walks 

Treasurer – to arrange a trailer insurance policy 

Jane D – to book Oakhill Village Hall 

Mary D – to provisionally book Coxley Village Hall 



Reports for the January 2015 Committee Meeting 
 

Report from programme co-ordinator 

 
With apologies for not attending the meeting, this is my report. 

 

In the April-July 2014 programme, 2 Thursdays were open, 1 Saturday breakfast walk and 2 Sunday 
walks were cancelled. The Sundays were covered by 2 other leaders. 

 
In the August-November 2014 programme, 3 Sundays, 2 Thursdays and 2 Mondays were open. 

All these days have later been covered, except for Monday 06/10 (as far as I know). 

 
In the December 2014-March 2015 programme 1 Thursday and 2 Mondays were open. They have all 

been covered.  
 

For the April-July 2015 programme and at the time that I’m writing this, 8 offers for walks have come 

in.  
 

Although there is a deadline mentioned in the programmes, offers for walks - apart from one or two 
regular early offerers - quite often come late. For this (running) programme I received an offer when 

I was about to send all the details to the printer. I had to decline, also because it was not certain that 
– due to road works - there would be enough parking spaces, especially for the number of cars on a 

Thursday. 

I rely on the walk leaders to check the schedule on the Mendip website (I try to keep it as up-to-date 
as possible). Now and then I mail it to the leaders, but I don’t want to “over-feed” them, or harass 

them.  
 

The new Walks Finder system meant a few changes in our programme: the difficulty of the walk and 

the time in 24-hour format. The system converts the distance in miles into kilometres. There are 2 
choices in the printed programmes: text format and table format. I wanted to stick to the listing of 

walks as we know it (table), because I think it is a clear set up. Unless everyone else thinks 
otherwise.  

 
Apart from the fact that the table that I receive to put into our programme is very large (A4 

landscape, which has to change to A5 table), the description of the walk is missing. I manually filled 

in all the descriptions. What the text format seems to have is the finishing time. Ed in Sedgemoor has 
given up and has changed their programme to word doc format, but I would like to continue with our 

table.  
Ramblers have said that they are working on a way to also get the description across for table 

format.  

 
 

Peggy 
20/01/2015 

 

Footpath Officer's report for Mendip West. 
 

Planning Applications 
Two  planning applications received both with same grid reference which I'm unable to understand. 

Without a site map I can't assess if a footpath is involved but by the description I would not have 
thought so. 

  

November Footpath Surveys 
Twenty in total, one failed and one part failed. 



Janet, Chris and Ken assisted. 

  
Two new Bristol gates have been installed on footpath north from Model Farm ,Wookey Hole. 

  
Brian 

Footpath Officer East 

 

Publicity Report to Committee 

New year editorial sent to local media 

Advert for festival sent to other Somerset groups to go in next programme 

Advert/report sent to Country Walking, Somerset Life, Walk magazines 

Other reports will be sent at appropriate times. 

Festival posters: It was decided to target various village/town establishments (village shops, pubs, 

churches) rather than parish councils. Need to assess number required for that.           

Martyn, Les and I met and it was decided an A6 flyer would be useful to promote the website, festival 

etc. I have to get help to do this so it will appear in due course. 

Mary B 

Ramblers membership secretary report for January 2015 

At the end of November the membership numbers were 330 

We had a new member in December. 

The cup of tea walks continue to be variable in numbers between 1 and 12 so we are trying to keep 

them going at the present time. 

Thursdays continue to have good numbers and Sundays have maintained / Improved numbers 

especially on lower mileage walks. 

We have not had any new member so far this month. 

 

                   Mary Davis 

 

 

 
 

 
 




