
Ramblers Association   Mendip Group 

Minutes of AGM 2012 
 
1 Members Present (board to be circulated) 

24 members present 
 

2.  Apologies for Absence 

Mary Birchall Bob and Mary Rosemary Martyn Hart Clive Edney 
 
3.  Minutes of 2011 AGM 

Approved 
 
4.  Matters arising from Minutes  

None 
 
5.  Chairman's Address (Mike Plaskitt) 

Attached 
 
6.  Treasurer's Report (Tony Dyson) 

Accounts attached. Nothing further to add 
 
7.  Adoption of Treasurer's Report 

Adoption proposed by Mike Beveridge Seconded by Tony Parsons 
 
8.  Appointment of Auditor 

Pat Simpson audited the account. It was proposed by Mary Davis and seconded by Tony Parsons that the same 
auditor should be used next year. 
 
10.  Publicity Officer's Report (Paula Ruddock) 

Nothing further to add than enclosed report 
 
11. Footpath Officers' Report:  
              West Area: Brian Underwood East Area: Tony Parsons 

Brian mentioned the strimmer scheme and the adopt a footpath scheme by Somerset County Council. 
Tony gave more detail on the proposed path diversion at Coleford by the pond. As the developers have agreed to put 

a hard surface path on the right he now feels that we should not object to the diversion. 
 
 
12.  Social Secretary's report (Alice Lock) 

Nothing further to add 
 
13  Membership Secretary’s Report (Barbara Calverley) 

Nothing further to add 
 
14.  Webmaster's Report (Les Stather) 

Nothing further to add 
 

15.  Election of Officers  
Mike was proposed to continue as chairman by Colin Mansfield and seconded by Tony Parsons 
Tony Dyson was proposed to continue as treasurer by Mary Davis and seconded by Mike Beveridge 
Les Stather  was proposed to continue as secretary by Tony Parsons seconded Mary Davis 
 

16.  Election of Committee Members 

Mary Davis was proposed as membership secretary by Jane Dyson and seconded by Tony Dyson 
Mary Birchall was proposed as publicity secretary by Tony Parsons and seconded by Mary Davis 
The rest of the committee, including a new member Martyn Hart, were proposed on mass by Margret Neuth and 

seconded by Janet Moreland 
 

17.  Any Other Business 

Gus Halfhide proposed a vote of thanks to all outgoing members  Paula Ruddock and Barbara Calverley 
Paula Ruddock proposed a vote of thanks for Peggy Frampton for improving the process for developing the walks 

programme. 



 

Mendip Ramblers Committee 2012-2013  
 

Chair Mike Plaskitt 

Secretary Les Stather 

Treasurer Tony Dyson 

Footpath Officer (East) Tony Parsons 

Footpath Officer (West) Brian Underwood 

Social Secretary Alice Lock 

Press Secretary & Publicity Officer Mary Birchall 

Area Committee Representative Gus Halfhide 

Webmaster Les Stather assisted by Tony Dysonr 

Walks Programme Co-ordinator Peggy Frampton 

Membership Secretary Mary Davis 
 

Committee Member Jane Dyson 
Martyn Hart 
  



Mendip Ramblers Officers Report Nov 
2012 

Chairman’s Address 

Good Evening, welcome to the 2012 AGM.  Thank 
you all for coming. 

We have had another good year, despite the 
weather, and thanks to all those who have made 
the effort to make it so. 

Thanks to: 

Paula, Alice and Peggy for organising the walks 
programme 

The walk leaders for leading the walks 

The committee members for helping to run the 
group, particularly to those who are retiring this 
year, and to those who are taking over from them. 

Bob and the working party for helping to keep the 
paths open, 

Gus and his team for organising another successful 
Festival 

Tony for the French holiday 

The list goes on and on and I am sorry for not 
thanking all the others. 

The festival was again very successful, although 
numbers were somewhat down – mainly due to the 
very wet weather.  However everyone that I spoke 
to enjoyed it, including many from outside our area.  
Clive is chairing a sub committee to organise next 
year’s festival, which will be centred in Wells, and 
the work party are already surveying the walks. 

The holiday in Torbay was excellent, with one of 
the dryer spells, and some very good walking. 
Thanks to Mike Beverage for organising the holiday.  
Next year is in south Wales, and again covers some 
excellent walking. 

You will see from the membership secretary report, 
and thanks to Barbara for her efforts in this area as 
she is leaving that post at this meeting, that 
numbers are somewhat down, but this seems to be 
a national trend.    

We are always keen to get input from members, 
and delighted to get people to committee meetings 
to explore how we can do things ’better’.  Whilst we 
have an election later on the agenda, it is always 
open to co-opt people outside the AGM if they are 
prepared to come along and share their views. 

Finally I must thank Alice for her efforts as social 
secretary, particularly for organising tonight’s event 

Mike Plaskitt 
 

SOCIAL SECRETARY  REPORT 2012 

January 

Meal at Queens Arms Wraxhall. Excellent Meal 

and over 40 satisfied Ramblers and Spouse 

April 

We had a good evening. Both quiz and 

food were excellent. Thank you to Jane 

Dyson for setting the quiz. 

Summer Months 

All pub walks were popular. 

November 

10 pin bowling with a Chinese Meal 

were, once again, enjoyed by all 

participating. 

AGM at Poachers Pocket with skittles 

and food. 

Don’t Forget 

26th January 2013 meal at the 

Highwayman Shepton 

Alice Lock 

PUBLICITY REPORT 

Festival of Ramblers’ Winter Walks 

promoted  

in “what’s on” columns and posters 

produced  

for libraries and tourist information 

centres. 

 

Editorial covering each of the 3 

programmes a year sent to local media - 

Mid-Somerset Series (Central Somerset 

Gazette;  Street & 

Glastonbury;  Somerset Standard & 

Somerset Guardian;  Midsomer Norton, 

Radstock and District Journal - together 

with a photo. 

The largest part of publicity/promotion 

being the annual walking festival.  The 

2012 walking festival at Stratton-on-the-

Fosse was 

promoted in Trail;  Country Walking and 

Walk Magazine.  Also in local media;  

The Mendip Times;  Somerset Life;   

local parish 

magazines, etc  plus posters in libraries 

and tourist information centres;  

Somerset Area groups and a number of 

other Ramblers 

groups bordering the Somerset Area.  

After 

the festival editorial sent to local media 

and the Mendip Times with photo. 

Get well cards sent to Alan Mason and 

Doreen  

Marks also condolence card to John 

Andrews. 

Rainbow Embroidery (Mendip Ramblers 

merchandise) link put on websit.  As there 



is now a large choice of tops available, it is easier 

to view the website, make a choice and order 

direct.  I can also be contacted. 
 

Paula Ruddock 
 
 
 

Webmaster Report 

All Sections of the Mendip Ring have now been 
written up and are on our web site. Walking 
instructions and  Margaret Nuth’s historical 

guide can be downloaded along with gpx files that 

can be used with mapping software and a GPSS. 
You can even do a virtual walk of the ring on 
Google Earth. Mike Butler has 
volunteered to draw up the sketch maps and  

we will be producing an e booklet next year. 

Les Stather   Mendip Group Webmaster  
 

 Report from Footpath Officer (West). 

November to January 
SCC footpath survey completed - 2 out of 7 
failed- reason- no access. When I spoke to SCC 
suggesting the paths were obsolete their reply 

indicated it was easier to maintain the status quo 
than to eradicate them. 

 

Problems with accessing the interactive map 
were overcome by using Firefox in place of 

Internet Explorer. 

Two new stiles have been installed on path 
WS17/33 west of Wells following problems 

encountered on a Thursday walk .Fault 
reported on path SM/1 - stile woodwork rotten and 
dangerous access off A371 west of 

Croscombe. 
Re. F.O. training, Paul Wright will look into the 

possibility of producing a training pack for 

anyone unable to access a training day. 
January to April 

Footpath SM/1 faulty stile previously reported still 

in need of attention 

New Bristol gate supplied to farmer for 

WS16/15 still awaits installation  

Paths Survey completed - 11 passed, 2 

failed and 2 part passed. 

A problem with access reported at Sharpham  
matter referred to George Montague who 

responded to complainer 

F.P.Secretary's meeting attended on 14 May. A 
proposal to use yellow marker paint where signs 
are removed to be taken up with SCC by Carl who 

mentions that this is practice in Kent. The question 
of path allocation for survey 

arose where some are outside Mendip area. 

 

April to September 
East Harptree Woods 

Two problems with footpath signing reported by 

member of the public. Since forestryplanting the 
routes had become obscure. Matter reported on 
SCC interactive map. 

Wookey path WS 16/15 .Problem included in last 

report still unresolved; padlocked gate 

highlighted by Ken Masters whose walk 
will be affected. Chris East again notified 

 

SCC Path Survey. 

15 paths surveyed 4 outside Mendip,one 
whole path and two part paths failed. 21 

hours taken. Some paths impenetrable at 
outset. 

 

October 

Long outstanding problem with f/posts on  
WS16/I4 (1 broken, 1 wrong direction) 
now 

resolved. Overgrown path on WS16/35 
cleared by SCC on request. Several minor 
repairs in 

Wookey Parish reported to C.East who is 

happy for the working party to undertake 
.B.B.notified. 

 

Brian Underwood 

Footpath Officer Annual Report (Mendip 
East) 

Site visit 7th March.2012 

Footpath diversion at Upton Noble FR 16/3 the 

proposed alternative route will be an 

improvement, the path is currently obstructed by a 

wall lake and fencing. 

 
Site visit 9th April.2012 

SM 7/46 3 stiles with barbed wire attached to top 

rail faults reported 
Site visit 19th April.2012 
Footpath diversion in the Parish of Doulting SM 7/90 and 
Cranmore SM 18/21 No reason to 
object 

 

21st May 
Application to upgrade footpaths FR 5/8 and FA 18/18A 
to a byway open to all traffic, 
consult various members but I could find no factual 
evidence for or against. 

 

18th July 
Proposed public footpath extinguishment order for FR 
20/28 (part) and FR 20/30 in parish of Frome consult 
various members site visit. 
Registered an objection on the grounds that the path is 
needed for public use and would be in regular use if it 
was not obstructed. 11th 
September, order withdrawn. 

 

20th August 
Proposed Public Path Diversion Order FR 4/34 (part) and 
FR 4/36 (part) in the parish of 
Coleford Consult various members and site  
visit made an objection and recommendations on going 

 

31st August 
Planning application Hurlingpot Farm Doulting, for a solar 
farm and security fence. Objected as the proposed 
development will have a 
detrimental effect on the visual environment and the East 
Mendip Way. 

Tony Parsons 

 

Report from the Membership 



Secretary for the year ended 31 October 

2012 

Thanks to Barbara for her work as 

Membership Secretary. 

The data now being received from Ramblers HQ 

is comprehensive showing us new 

members and members whose membership is 

likely to lapse. 

A ’welcome letter’ is sent to new members  

outlining some of the Groups’ activities and 

inviting them to introduce themselves on their first 

walk.  A copy of the current programme is also sent 

with the letter, so that new members can 

participate in the many walks and varied social 

programme as soon as possible.  

New members are then put automatically on the 

Mendip Group Mailing list and receive future 

programmes through the bulk mailing process three 

times a year. 

We have 341 members as of the 1st of  

November 9 up on last year However probably  

less than 100  walk with us at any time during  

a year 

Like many rambling groups we are having a 

problem retaining out membership. Around 75% of 

members who chain each year do not renew their 

membership 

We therefore need to understand the reasons for 

joining the ramblers, apart from walking with the 

group and keep in touch with new members to 

ensure that they are getting what they want out of 

the ramblers. 

The annual festival of walks raises the profile  

of the Mendip Group and ramblers generally,  

and membership must benefit directly or  

indirectly from these very successful week- 

ends 

Les Stather  

 



Ramblers Association - Mendip Group  

Income & Expenditure Account for Year Ending 30th September 2012  
 
 
 

Expenditure 2011/12 2010/11 Income 2011/12 2010/11 

Walks Programmes £305.14 £286.04 Area Grant £342.00 £344.00 

Newsletters/publicity £211.86 Bank Interest £2.47 £2.05 

Campaigns £20.50 Miscellaneous £7.20 

Practical Work £289.74 £9.98 Donations £70.00 

Meetings (inc AGM) £24.55 

Walking Festival £100.00 Walking Festival £165.96 

Publications £87.60 £113.57 Publication Sales £105.50 £410.20 

Admin £122.19 £17.34 

Other £8.50 

Holidays £6,575.00 £7,465.80 Holidays £6,735.00 £6,202.00 

Social Events £1,110.25 £880.80 Social Events £1,110.50 £880.80 
 

Total £8,589.92 £9,038.94 Total £8,531.43 £7,846.25 

 

Summary Balance Sheet 

Income £8,531.43 £7,846.25 Bank Balance b/f 1st Oct 11 £2,546.71 £3,739.40 

Expenditure £8,589.92 £9,038.94 Surplus on year (£58.49) (£1,192.69) 

Surplus in year (£58.49) (£1,192.69) Breakdown 

Mendip Ring Work £500.00 £500.00 

Holiday payments f1,610.25 £1,475.00 

Main funds £377.97 £571.71 

Bank Balance c/f 30th Sept 12 £2,488.22 £2,546.71 
 

Tony Dyson - Treasurer 24th October 2012 

 

Independant Examiner's Statement  

Having carried out procedures in accordance with the Area and Group independant examination guidelines, I consider the Mendip Group accounts to have been properly prepared and give a true and fair view 

of the Group's finances for the year to 30th September 2012  

 

Signed Date 

 

Name & Address  

 
 


